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Welcome to Michigan Opera Theatre’s  
42nd spring season

Our 17th season of “Dance in the D” continues in January with 
the return of metro Detroit’s own Eisenhower Dance Ensemble 

and their production of Red, Hot & Blue. In February, we’re thrilled to 
welcome back the esteemed Dance Theatre of Harlem, after its recent 
revitalization. In March, we present the ever-popular Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater, rounding out another year at the home of 
dance in Detroit.

Our season of “Drama in the D” continues this spring with the company 
premiere of Beethoven’s only opera, and Verdi’s grand masterpiece.

In April, we bring you Beethoven’s Fidelio. With themes of courage, 
justice and freedom, it continues to be relevant even in the modern 
age, and I’m happy to present our premiere of this work. We welcome 
a number of artists to the company for this production, including tenor 
Erik Nelson Werner and soprano Christine Goerke in the leading roles.

In May comes one of the most grand and dramatic spectacles in all 
opera, Verdi’s Aida. Soprano Latonia Moore, our Aida, stepped into the 
same role at the last minute at the Metropolitan Opera last spring, to 
great acclaim. It’s my pleasure that she reprises that role with us, along 
with Canadian soprano Yannick-Muriel Noah. We also have two real-
life couples as Amneris and Radames: Anita Rachvelishvili and Riccardo 
Massi, and husband-and-wife Milijana Nikolic and Rosario La Spina. 

We are ever grateful for the support of our spring opera season 
sponsors, the General Motors Foundation and Cadillac. I also must 
thank the three women who have made our dance season possible: 
Marlene Boll, Joanne Danto and Nora Moroun. As always, it is our 
individual donors and volunteers whose gifts of time and investment 
allow us to present these world class programs each year.

Thank you for visiting, and enjoy this dramatic season!

A
m

ee
n

 H
o

w
rA

n
i



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2012-2013

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2012-2013

Mr. R. Jamison Williams, 
Chairman

Dr. David DiChiera, 
President

Mr. Cameron B. Duncan, 
Treasurer

Mr. C. Thomas Toppin, 
Secretary

Mrs. Robert A. Allesee
Mr. Douglas F. Allison
Mr. Joseph Angileri
Mr. Lee Barthel
Mr. Richard A. Brodie

Mrs. William C. Brooks
Mrs. Frederick H. Clark
Mrs. Peter Cooper
Ms. Joanne Danto
Julia Donovan Darlow
Mr. Lawrence N. David
Mr. Ethan Davidson
Mrs. Charles M. Endicott
Mrs. Alex Erdeljan
Mr. Paul E. Ewing
Mrs. David Fischer
Mrs. Barbara Frankel
Mr. Herman Frankel
Mr. Dean Friedman

Mr. Richard G. Goetz
Mr. David Handleman
Mr. Gary E. Johnson
Mrs. Peter Karmanos
Mrs. Michael Kratchman 
Mr. Thomas M. Krikorian
Mr. Charles E. Letts Jr. 
Mr. Harry A. Lomason II
Mr. Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Denise Lutz
Mrs. Manuel Moroun
Dr. Stephen Munk
Mr. Daniel Pehrson
Dr. Charlotte Podowski

Mr. W. James Prowse
Mrs. Ruth Rattner
Dr. Irvin D. Reid 
Mr. Roy S. Roberts
Ms. Elham Shayota
Mr. Terry Shea 
Dr. Lorna Thomas
Mr. James Vella
Mr. George C. Vincent

Chairmen Emeriti
Mr. Robert E. Dewar † 
Mr. Lynn A. Townsend †

Directors Emeriti
Mrs. Donald C. Austin
Mr. J. Addison Bartush
Mr. Frank W. Donovan †
Dr. Marjorie M. Fisher
Mr. James H. Gram † 
Mrs. William Johnston †
Ms. Jennifer Nasser 
Mr. David Pollack †
Mrs. Irving Rose 
Mr. Frank Stella †
Mr. Robert VanderKloot †
Mr. Richard Webb
Mr. George M. Zeltzer †
Mr. Mort Zieve †

Mr. & Mrs. Kenn Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Allesee
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas F. 

Allison
Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya
Julie Douse-Angileri & 

Joseph Angileri
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene 

Applebaum
Dr. Agustin Arbulu
Dr. Harold M. Arrington
The Hon. & Mrs. Edward 

Avadenka
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel
Mr. J. Addison Bartush
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Alan Baun
Mrs. Ara Berberian
Mr. & Mrs. Mandell Berman
Ms. Debra Bernstein-Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bloch
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Boll, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bowlby 
Betty J. Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Brodie
Mr. & Mrs. William C. 

Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Celani
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Chirco
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick H. 

Clark
The Hon. & Mrs. Avern L. 

Cohn
Mr. Thomas Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cooper
Ms. Joanne Danto &  

Dr. Arnold Weingarden
Mr. & Mrs. Tarik S. Daoud
Julia Donovan Darlow
   & The Hon. John C. 

O’Meara
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry P. D’Avanzo
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence N. 

David
Mr. & Mrs. Ethan Davidson
Mr. Thomas J. Delaney 
Mr. Kevin Dennis
   & Mr. Jeremy Zeltzer
Dr. David DiChiera
Mrs. Karen VanderKloot 

DiChiera
The Hon. & Mrs. John 

Dingell
Ms. Mary Jane Doerr

Mr. Cameron B. Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 

Eisenberg
Mrs. Charles M. Endicott
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Erdeljan
Dr. Fern R. Espino
   & Mr. Thomas Short
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Ewing
Margo Cohen Feinberg 
    & Robert Feinberg
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Feldman
Mr. & Mrs. David Fischer
Dr. Marjorie M. Fisher
Mr & Mrs. Carl B. Fontana
Mrs. Elaine Fontana 
Mrs. Barbara Frankel
   & Mr. Ron Michalak
Herman & Sharon Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Friedman
Mrs. James Garavaglia
Ambassador & Mrs. Yousif 

Ghafari
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Goetz
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Grace
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel 

Haberman
Mrs. Berj H. Haidostian
Mr. & Mrs. David 

Handleman
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Hartwig
Mrs. David B. Hermelin
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Hodgson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Israel
Mrs. Una Jackman
Mr. Don Jensen & Mr. Leo 

Dovelle
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Jidov
Mr. & Mrs. Gary E. Johnson
Mrs. William Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Karmanos
Mr. Patrick J. Kerzic &  

Mrs. Stephanie Germack 
Kerzic

Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Kratchman 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. 
Krikorian

Dr. Melvin A. Lester
Mr. Charles E. Letts Jr. 
Ms. Linda Dresner Levy
   & Mr. Edward Levy

Dr. & Mrs. Kim K. Lie
Mr. & Mrs. A. C. Liebler
Mr. & Mrs. Harry A. 

Lomason II
Mrs. Lawrence LoPatin
Mr. & Mrs. James H. LoPrete
Mr. Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Mrs. Denise Lutz
Ms. Florine Mark
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Martella
The Hon. Jack Martin  

& Dr. Bettye Arrington-
Martin

Mrs. Richard McBrien
Mr. Patrick McGuire
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. Miller
Ms. Monica Moffat
Dr. Ali Moiin 
   & Dr. William Kupsky
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore 

Monolidis
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Moroun
Drs. Barbara & Stephen 

Munk
Mr. & Mrs. E. Michael 

Mutchler
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Nachman
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Nusbaum
Dr. Juliette Okotie-Eboh
Ms. Linda Orlans
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Orley
Mr. &. Mrs. Richard Partrich 
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Partrich
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Pehrson
Dr. Robert E. L. Perkins
Mr. & Mrs. Brock E. Plumb
Dr. Charlotte & Mr. Charles 

Podowski
Mrs. Heinz Prechter
Mr. & Mrs. W. James Prowse
Mr. & Mrs. John Rakolta, Jr.
Mrs. Ruth Rattner
Dr. Irvin D. Reid 
   & Dr. Pamela Trotman Reid
Dr. & Mrs. James Rigby
Mr. & Mrs. Roy S. Roberts
Ms. Patricia H. Rodzik
Mrs. Irving Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Norman 

Rosenfeld
Mrs. Carolyn L. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Rugiero

Dr. & Mrs. Hershel Sandberg
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Alan E. Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shaevsky
Mrs. Frank C. Shaler
Ms. Elham Shayota
Mr. Terry Shea 
Mr. William H. Smith
Ms. Phyllis Funk Snow
Mr. & Mrs. David Snyder
Mr. Anthony L. Soave
Mr. Richard A. Sonenklar & 

Mr. Gregory Haynes
Ms. Mary Ann Stella
Dr. Calvin Stevens
Mrs. George Strumbos
Dr. Jonathan Swift
Mr. Ronald F. Switzer
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Tauber
Dr. Lorna Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas 

Toppin
Mr. James Vella
Mrs. Steven I. Victor
Mr. & Mrs. George C. 

Vincent
Mrs. Amelia H. Wilhelm
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher D. 

Wilhelm
Mr. & Mrs. R. Jamison 

Williams
Mrs. Sam B. Williams
The Hon. Joan E. Young 
   & Mr. Thomas L. 

Schellenberg
Mrs. Morton Zieve

Trustees Emeriti
Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. Austin 
Mrs. James Merriam Barnes†
Mr. †  Mrs.† Robert E. Dewar
Mr. Marvin A. Frenkel 
Dr. † & Mrs.† Robert Gerisch
Mrs. Aaron Gershenson †
Mr. † & Mrs. † James Gram
Mrs. Katherine Gribbs †
Mrs. Robert Hamady †
Mr. & Mrs. Preston Happel 
Mrs. & Mrs. E. Jan Hartmann
Mr.† & Mrs.† Maxwell 

Jospey
Dr. Zophia and Mr.† Mitchell 

Kafarski

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klein 
Mrs. Walton Lewis †
Mrs. Jesse Mann †
Mrs. Wade H. McCree Jr. †
Mr. & Mrs. Jules L. Pollone
Mrs. Ralph Polk†
Mr.† & Mrs.† David Pollock
Mr. & Mrs. William Sandy 
Mr. & Mrs.† Fred 

Schneidewind
Mr. † & Mrs. Richard 

Starkweather 
Mrs. Mark C. Stevens †
Mrs. Lynn Townsend 
Mr.† & Mrs.† Robert 

VanderKloot
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Victor 
Mr. & Mrs.† Alvin 

Wasserman 
Mrs. R. Alexander Wrigley

Founding Members
Mr. † & Mrs. Lynn A. 

Townsend, Founding 
Chairman

The Hon. & Mrs. † Avern 
L. Cohn

Dr. & Mrs. John DeCarlo
Dr. & Mrs. David DiChiera
Mr. † & Mrs. † Aaron H. 

Gershenson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. Graves
Mr. † & Mrs. † John C. 

Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. Jones
The Hon. † & Mrs. † Wade 

McCree Jr.
Mr. Harry J. Nederlander
Mr. E. Harwood Rydholm †
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Snow
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Strichartz
Mr. † & Mrs. † Robert C.      

VanderKloot
Dr. † & Mrs. Sam H. Williams
Mr. † & Mrs. † Theodore O. 

Yntema

Detroit Opera House www.MichiganOpera.org BRAVO 5



The presentation of Eisenhower Dance Ensemble 
is made possible by the MetLife Community 

Connections Fund of the New England Foundation 
for the Arts’ National Dance Project. Major 

support for NDP is also provided by the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation with additional support 

from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

This activity is funded in part by the Michigan 
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and the 

Michigan Humanities Council.

The 2012-13 Dance Season is made possible by
Marlene Boll, Joanne Danto & Nora Moroun.

ArTiSTiC DirECTor
Laurie Eisenhower

 
ASSoCiATE ArTiSTiC 

DirECTor
Stephanie Pizzo

TECHniCAl DirECTion  
AnD liGHTinG DESiGn 

Kerro Knox 3

Please visit our website at  
www.ede-dance.org and join us on 

Facebook and Twitter.
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ProGrAM
UnConDiTionAl 

Choreography: Stephanie Pizzo
Music: Share Your Love, Lord Protect My 
Child and Sweet Forgiveness by Susan 
Tedeschi
Costumes: M.E. Cameron-Scott and 
Shari Bennett
Dancers: Andrew Cribbett, Alicia 
Cutaia, Katharine Larson, Molly 
McMullen, Morgan “Mo” Williams, 
Emily Zatursky

Stephanie Pizzo set Unconditional on 
EDE during the 2007-08 season. It 
premiered at the Macomb Center for the 
Performing Arts in Clinton Township, 
MI, in April 2008.

no AnGElS in My KAMiKAzE 
HEAvEn

Choreographer: Michael Foley
Assistant to the Choreographer: 
Courtney Smith 
Music: The Milky Bar Kid, A.R. Rahman 
and Manuel Wandji
Dancers: Andrew Cribbett, Alicia 
Cutaia, Thomas Fant, Molly McMullen, 
Morgan “Mo” Williams, Emily Zatursky

Michael Foley created No Angels in my 
Kamikaze Heaven in November 2007. It 
premiered at the Lake Orion Performing 
Arts Center in Lake Orion, MI, in 
December 2007.

THrEADS 

Choreography: Laurie Eisenhower
Music: Primavera by Ludovico Einaudi
Costumes: Shari Bennett
Dancers: Andrew Cribbett, Alicia 
Cutaia, Thomas Fant, Katharine Larson, 
Molly McMullen, Matthew Schmitz, 
Morgan “Mo” Williams, Emily Zatursky

Threads premiered at the Forest Roberts 
Theatre in Marquette, MI, in November 
2011.

inDiAnA 

Conception and Choreography: Daniel 
Gwirtzman
Music: Ballard MacDonald and James F. 
Hanley, recorded by the Dorsey Brothers 
Costumes:  Shari Bennett
Dancers: Lindsay Chirio, Andrew 
Cribbett, Thomas Fant, Katharine 
Larson, Molly McMullen, Matthew 
Schmitz, Morgan “Mo” Williams, Emily 
Zatursky

Indiana is an excerpt from Encore, 
which is an evening-length backstage 
dance musical that the Daniel 
Gwirtzman Dance Company premiered 
in 2007 at New York’s Joyce SoHo. The 
choreographer set the work on EDE in 
Fall 2010. 

— INTERMISSION —

lovE, lovE, lovE

Choreography: Laurie Eisenhower
Music: Sound mix including Lose 
Yourself by Eminem, Jeffrey Irwin & 
Luis Edgardo — performed by Astrazz, 
Dragons by Caravan Palace, Daisy Bell 
by Tin Hat Trio, Sleepwalk by Hapa, 
Tashweesh by Ramallah Underground — 
performed by Kronos Quartet, and The 
Book by Tin Hat Trio
Costumes:  Leslie Littell, Shari Bennett
Dancers: Andrew Cribbett, Alicia 
Cutaia, Thomas Fant, Katharine Larson, 
Molly McMullen, Matthew Schmitz, 
Morgan “Mo” Williams, Emily Zatursky

Love, Love, Love premiered at the 
Varner Recital Hall in Rochester, MI, in 
October 2010.

DAnCE SPorT

Choreography:  Harrison McEldowney
Music: Various
Announcers: Joel Cory & Mark 
Swanhart
Lighting: Kerro Knox, after an original 
design by Todd Clark
Dancers: Andrew Cribbett, Alicia 
Cutaia, Thomas Fant, Katharine Larson, 
Molly McMullen, Matthew Schmitz, 
Morgan “Mo” Williams, Emily Zatursky

Dance Sport was originally 
commissioned and performed 
by Hubbard Street 2.  Harrison 
McEldowney set the work on EDE in 
November 2011.  EDE premiered the 
work at the Seligman Theatre in Beverly 
Hills, MI, in December 2011.

Laurie Eisenhower would like to 
acknowledge the dancers for their 
contribution to the choreographic 
process. Artistic input in the studio is 
vital to the creation and performance of 
a new work.

HiSTory
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble, 
Michigan’s premier contemporary 
dance company, is in the midst of its 
22nd professional season. Artistic 
director Laurie Eisenhower founded 
the company in the summer of 1991 in 
metropolitan Detroit. Since its inception, 
the Eisenhower Dance Ensemble has 
been dedicated to the performance of 
a diverse range of contemporary dance 
works. Along with Ms. Eisenhower’s 
highly acclaimed choreography, EDE 
showcases the works of young talented 
artists along with choreographers with 
established reputations. The company 
has boasted works by internationally 
known choreographers such as David 
Parsons, Lar Lubovitch, Stephen 
Koester, Michael Foley, Kiesha Lalama-
White, Mark Dendy, Joel Hall, Lauren 
Edson, Lila York, Colin Connor and Billy 
Siegenfeld, among others. The company 
has produced several large-scale 
productions. These include Motown in 
Motion, a visual salute to the tunes that 
made Motown records famous, Laugh 
Tracks, an evening of comedy in dance, 
Igor Stravinsky’s A Soldier’s Tale and The 
Rite of Spring with Detroit Chamber 
Winds & Strings as part of the Great 
Lakes Chamber Music Festival, and 
Dances from the Heart of Rock and Roll, 
a heartfelt tribute set to folk and rock 
music.

THE SHow

Choreography:  
Laurie Eisenhower

Music: 
Burlesque and Arioso from Suite  
for Klezmer Band and Orchestra  
by Sid Robinovitch

Costumes: Leslie Littell

Dancers in order of appearance: 

ringmaster: Katharine Larson

Father: Matthew Schmitz

Child: Nina King

Fallen Man: Thomas Fant

ingenue: Alicia Cutaia

Couple: Emily Zatursky,  
Morgan “Mo” Williams

Sailor on leave: Andrew Cribbett

French Maid: Lindsay Chirio

Ballerina: Molly McMullen

The Show was inspired by the work
of Federico Fellini, whose films’
imagery often depicts life as a circus.
This dance premiered at the Troy
Performing Arts Center in Troy,
Michigan in January 2004. Nina King
is a student at the EDE Center for
Dance in Birmingham.
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 Considered by many critics to be one of 
the finest contemporary dance companies 
in the nation, Eisenhower Dance 
Ensemble has received overwhelming 
critical acclaim along with enthusiastic 
audience support: “stunning” (Gloria 
Shay, Holland Sentinel), “intelligently 
crafted repertoire” (Susan Isaacs-Nisbett, 
Dance Magazine), “dance that touches 
the soul” (Susan Hall-Balduf, Detroit Free 
Press),  “an eye-popping production” 
(David Lyman, Detroit Free Press), “a 
hearty, no-nonsense way of moving 
(Jack Anderson, The New York Times), 
and “a finely interwoven company” 
(California, Beverly Hills Outlook). The 
company’s 2012-13 touring season 
includes residencies and performances 
in California, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Ohio, Illinois, 
New York and Virginia

EiSEnHowEr DAnCE 
EnSEMBlE 

ArTiSTiC DirECTion
lAUriE EiSEnHowEr, EDE Artistic 
Director, received her BAE and MFA 
degrees in dance from Arizona State 
University where she received the 
Wanda Turk Choreography Award and 
the Faculty Excellence Award. In the 
early years of her career, she danced 
professionally in both California and 
New York City with various dance 
companies and choreographers, most 
notably, Pilobolus Dance Theatre, David 
Parsons, Chen and Dancers, Harry Streep 
III, and Mel Wong.
 Ms. Eisenhower began her professional 
choreographic career when she set a work 
for the Prospect Park Dance Festival in 
Brooklyn, NY. Since then, she has set her 
works on numerous professional and 
university dance companies including 
BalletMet Columbus, Desert Dance 
Theatre, State Street Ballet and Harbinger 
Dance Company, to name a few.
 In 1991, she formed the Eisenhower 
Dance Ensemble, which, with the help 
of committed and talented dancers, has 
become the premiere dance company in 
the state of Michigan. Since the founding 
of EDE, the company has grown from 
a small ensemble of four dancers on a 
pay-per-performance basis to the current 
company with an extensive schedule of 
rehearsals, performances and touring. 
The company has traveled as far as St. 
Petersburg, Russia, tours nationally, and 
is now in the midst of its 22nd season.
 Ms. Eisenhower has created over 100 
dances for EDE and has received frequent 

grants and honors for her choreography. 
She has been awarded several Creative 
Artists grants from state arts foundations, 
the Michigan Dance Association 
Choreographers Festival Award, the 
Women in Art Award for Choreography, 
ArtServe Michigan Governor’s Arts 
Award for Outstanding Michigan Artist 
and, most recently, the prestigious 2012 
Kresge Artist Fellowship. Her work has 
also been supported through grants from 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Community Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan, the Skillman Foundation, the 
Kresge Foundation, the National Dance 
Project, and the Michigan Council for 
Arts and Cultural Affairs.
 Ms. Eisenhower is also well known 
for her teaching and is a former Dance 
Program Director and Professor of Dance 
at Oakland University in Rochester, 
Michigan. At OU, she was awarded a 
Travis Professorship and was honored 
twice by the OU Board of Trustees. She 
also received an OU Research Fellowship, 
25 faculty research grants, and the Faculty 
Recognition Award for her outstanding 
contributions in the field of dance. In 
2012, she was appointed the status of 
Professor Emerita. 

STEPHAniE Pizzo, EDE Associate 
Artistic Director, is a native of Clinton 
Township, Michigan where she began her 
training with Orchid Diane and Denise 
Boucke and continued on with Evelyn 
Kreason. She danced with the Michigan 
Ballet Theatre, Oakland Dance Theater 
and Harbinger Dance Company. She has a 
Bachelor of Arts with an emphasis in Dance 
from Oakland University. As a student, she 
received the Jacob S. Decker Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Dance and 
a scholarship from the American College 
Dance Festival to study with the Ririe 
Woodbury Dance Company in Utah. In 
2009, she received a Distinguished Alumni 
or “MaTilDa” award from the Department 
of Music, Theatre and Dance at Oakland 
University. As a founding member of EDE, 
Ms. Pizzo currently teaches company class, 
rehearses the company, and choreographs. 
She has staged works by Laurie 
Eisenhower on numerous companies 
and universities including Desert Dance 
Theatre, Scottsdale Community College, 
Collin County Community College 
and Alma College. She has set her own 
choreography at Illinois Wesleyan 
University and numerous works on 
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble. Ms. Pizzo 
is a special lecturer in dance at Oakland 
University and also enjoys teaching ballet 
at the Detroit Skating Club to National and 

International Competitive Figure Skaters. 

MAry DEviTT, EDE rehearsal Director, 
from Sterling Heights, Michigan, first 
performed with EDE as a student at 
the EDE Center for Dance. Ms. Devitt 
continued her training on scholarship 
at Oakland University where she earned 
her BA in Dance. She graduated magna 
cum laude and was the recipient of the 
Jacob S. Decker Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Dance. She also trained 
at the Limón Institute in NYC as a Maggie 
Allesee Summer Study Scholarship 
recipient. Ms. Devitt has performed 
with Oakland Dance Theatre and OU 
Repertory Dance Company and, prior to 
joining EDE, appeared as a guest dancer 
and apprentice with the Company. She 
has performed dance roles in Aida at 
the Detroit Opera House and in Motor 
City Lyric Opera’s Amahl and the Night 
Visitors. Ms. Devitt is also the Director of 
the EDE Center for Dance where she is in 
her ninth season as an instructor.

CoMPAny DAnCErS
AliCiA CUTAiA earned her BFA with 
honors from Point Park University 
with a double major in Ballet and 
Jazz. Her previous training included 
scholarships at Hubbard Street Dance, 
North Carolina Dance Theatre, and River 
North Dance Company. She has worked 
with and performed pieces by many 
renowned choreographers, including: 
Lar Lubovitch, Louis Falco, Michael 
Foley, Keisha Lalama-White, Joel Hall, 
Lou Conte, Lynn Taylor-Corbett, Daniel 
Ezralow, Choo-San Goh, Alan Hineline, 
Harrison McEldowney, Kevin O’Day, 
Frances Patrelle, David Storey, Margo 
Sappington, and Christian Holder. Ms. 
Cutaia previously danced with Hubbard 
Street and Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago. 
Her choreography has been chosen as a 
finalist in the Jazz Dance World Congress 
“Leo’s Choreography Competitive Event”, 
the “Maggie Allesee New Choreography 
Award”, “Michigan Youth Arts Festival” 
and the “NSAL Mid-Michigan Chapter.” 
Ms. Cutaia’s teaching credits include 
the Lou Conte Dance Studio, Oakland 
University, the ABT Summer Intensive, 
and the EDE Center for Dance. She also 
enjoys teaching master classes and setting 
choreography. Ms. Cutaia is sponsored by 
Jennifer & Dan Gilbert for the 2012-13 
Season.
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rED, HoT & BlUE

MorGAn williAMS began his dance 
training at the Joel Hall Dancers & 
Center and the Hyde Park School of Ballet 
in Chicago. He attended the Chicago 
Academy for the Arts, where he studied 
under Randy Duncan, Guillermo Leyva, 
and the late Anna Paskevska. He has 
received scholarships to attend summer 
intensives at Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, Deeply Rooted Productions, 
and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. He 
has performed works by Lar Lubovitch, 
Randy Duncan, Troy Powell, Joel Hall, 
Kevin Iega Jeff, Harrison McEldowney, 
and Joseph Holmes. He has danced 
professionally with Dance Kaleidoscope 
and Joel Hall & Dancers, and is now in 
his third season with Eisenhower Dance 
Ensemble. Mr. Williams also dances in 
commercial projects and has danced 
for music artist Ginuwine and JQ. In 
addition, he has choreographed for 
Ginuwine and assisted Charles Lawrence, 
and is on faculty with Dance Rogue 
Intensive Workshops. Mr. Williams is 
sponsored by Precision Print & Label for 
the 2012-13 Season.

AnDrEw CriBBETT, originally from 
Thomasboro, Illinois, began his dance 
training at the age of six. He trained with 
Christine Rich and Luciana Rezende 
at the Christine Rich Studio Dance 
Academy and Performing Arts Center in 
Savoy, Illinois. He also guest starred in 
Champaign-Urbana Ballet productions. 
At the age of 16, Mr. Cribbett received 
a full scholarship to the Washington 
School of Ballet in D.C. to further his 
training while attending Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts to finish his senior year 
of High School. Mr. Cribbett has received 
scholarships to attend summer intensives 
at Washington School of Ballet, Hubbard 
Street Dance Chicago, The Rock School 
of Ballet in Philadelphia, and Faubourg 
Ballet Chicago. Mr. Cribbett is sponsored 
by an anonymous donor for the 2012-13 
Season.

EMily zATUrSKy was raised in 
Killingworth, Connecticut where 
she received her early dance training 
with Starship Dance Theatre, Eastern 
Connecticut Ballet and New Haven Ballet. 
After graduating high school in 2007, 
Ms. Zatursky attended The Hartt School 
at the University of Hartford where she 
graduated summa cum laude with a BFA 
in Dance. She has spent summers dancing 
with American Ballet Theatre, Joffrey 
Ballet School and Alonzo King LINES 
Ballet School. Ms. Zatursky danced with 
Full Force Dance Theatre during their 

2010-2011 season. She has danced works 
by Antony Tudor, Jose Limon, and Emery 
LeCrone.

THoMAS FAnT grew up in Norfolk, 
Virginia where he was exposed to the arts 
at a young age through various musical 
theatre productions. In high school he 
began classical dance training at the age of 
fifteen. Later, he attended the Governor’s 
School for the Arts under the direction of 
Deborah Thorpe. There, he studied ballet 
and modern dance with Todd Rosenlieb, 
Lorraine Graves, Kathy Brenner-Lasakow, 
and Joni Petre-Scholz. Upon graduating 
in 2008, he joined Todd Rosenlieb 
Dance as a company member where he 
danced the works of Bill Evans, Erick 
Hawkins, Ricardo Meléndez, and Yuki 
Ozeki (after Jerome Robbins). He has 
danced professionally with Virginia Ballet 
Theatre, Lyric Opera Virginia, Virginia 
Musical Theatre, and The Virginia Arts 
Festival, and has been featured as a guest 
artist with Hampton Roads Civic Ballet.

KATHArinE lArSon, originally from 
Kingwood, Texas, grew up dancing 
under the direction of Sheryl Rowland. 
She graduated summa cum laude from 
the University of Arizona with a BFA 
in Dance and a minor in Chemistry. 
At U of A, she was the recipient of the 
Costume Manager Triple Threat Award 
and the Gertrude Shurr Modern Dance 
Award. Ms. Larson has worked with and 
performed pieces by Ann Reinking, Mia 
Michaels, Bella Lewitsky, James Clouser, 
Michael Williams, Sam Watson, Amy 
Ernst, Elizabeth George, Susan Quinn, 
and Ronn Stewart. She has previously 
trained at the Juilliard School, Alonzo 
King’s LINES Ballet, and Thodos Dance 
Chicago. Ms. Larson also has a love for 
choreographing and has had several 
works selected to perform at Conder 
Dance’s Breaking Ground, UA Dance 
Student Spotlight, and RDA’s Southwest 
Festival.

Molly MCMUllEn began her dance 
training at South Dayton School of 
Dance in Dayton, Ohio. She was a ten-
year member of South Dayton Dance 
Theatre, where she danced frequently 
with Dayton Contemporary Dance 
Company members. Ms. McMullen 
has attended various summer intensive 
programs including Cincinnati Ballet, 
Ballet Chicago, DCDC, Parsons Dance, 
Paul Taylor and Hubbard Street Dance 
Chicago. She also danced for Pittsburgh’s 
Attack Theater in the 2011 Dirty Ball. 
She has performed in several RDA 

ballet festivals and in 2006 received the 
Jeraldyne Blunden Award, which allowed 
her to attend the national Craft of 
Choreography Conference at Utah Valley 
State College with a full scholarship. Ms. 
McMullen graduated from Point Park 
University magna cum laude in 2012 
with a BFA in dance. She has had the 
great opportunity of performing works 
by Daniel Marshall, Jonathan Phelps, 
Doug Varone, George Balanchine, Darrell 
Grand Moultrie, Kiesha Lalama, and Alan 
Hineline.

MATTHEw SCHMiTz graduated with 
a BFA in Dance from Webster University 
where he received departmental and 
general academic honors. He was a 
scholarship recipient at The Boston 
Ballet, Joffrey Ballet (Chicago), Kansas 
City Ballet, and Hubbard Street Dance 
Chicago. He has performed choreography 
by Antony Tudor, Alvin Ailey, Iyun 
Harrison, Eddy Ocampo, Michael Uthoff, 
Antonio Douthit, Kirven Boyd, Maggi 
Dueker, and Christine Kardell. Mr. 
Schmitz’s professional credits include 
Dawn Karlovsky and Dancers, Ashani 
Dances (Seattle), and the Municipal 
Theatre Association of St. Louis (MUNY).

APPrEnTiCE
linDSAy CHirio began her training at a 
young age as both a dancer and a gymnast. 
She trained at Big City Dance Center in 
Wixom, Michigan under the direction 
of Lisa Fruchey. She is a scholarship 
student at Oakland University, where she 
is working toward her BA in Dance. She 
has performed as a member of Oakland 
Dance Theatre and OU’s Repertory Dance 
Company and has had the honor of 
working with numerous choreographers, 
including Daniel Gwirtzman, Luis Piedra, 
Rodney Brown, Laurie Eisenhower, 
Dusan Tynek, and Meg Paul. She has 
studied with professional companies, 
such as Dayton Contemporary Dance 
Company, Complexions Contemporary 
Ballet Company and Eisenhower Dance 
Ensemble. In addition, she has trained 
and attended workshops with many 
commercial choreographers, such as 
Sonya Tayeh, Dennis Caspary, KC Combs, 
Mandy Moore, and Pamela Boling. She 
is currently a teacher at Big City Dance 
Center and guest teaches at other studios 
throughout the Detroit Metro area.
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The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Thompson Family Foundation

The Ford Foundation 
Bloomberg Philanthropies

The Carl & Lilly Pforzheimer Foundation
The Rockefeller Foundation NYC 
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Marlene Boll, Joanne Danto & Nora Moroun.
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DAnCE THEATrE oF HArlEM

ABoUT DAnCE THEATrE  
oF HArlEM

Dance Theatre of Harlem is a leading 
dance institution of unparalleled global 
acclaim that uses the art form of classical 
ballet to change people’s lives. Through 
performances by our internationally 
acclaimed Company, training in our 
world-class school, and participation in 
our multi-faceted arts education program, 
Dance Theatre of Harlem has made a 
difference in the world for 43 years.  
 Inspired to bring new opportunity 
to the lives of the young people in the 
Harlem neighborhood in which he grew 
up by the example of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Arthur Mitchell and the late 
Karel Shook founded the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem in the basement of a church in 
1969. Mitchell, who had found success 
as a principal dancer with the renowned 
New York City Ballet, understood the 
power of training in a classical art form to 
bring discipline and focus to a challenged 
community. Dance Theatre of Harlem’s 
unprecedented success, as a racially 
diverse company, school and source of arts 
education was built on creating innovative 
and bold new forms of artistic expression. 
Through these varied artistic interactions, 
our ambassadors have helped to build 
character and have provided valuable life 
skills to countless people in New York 
City, across the country and around the 
world.
 As Dance Theatre of Harlem traverses 
its fifth decade, we remain committed to 
the excellence that has sustained us over 
the years. At the same time, we dedicate 
ourselves to reaching new audiences with 
a message of self-reliance, self-expression 
and individual responsibility through the 
relaunch of the Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Company. 
 Now under the leadership of a second 
generation of artists inspired by Arthur 
Mitchell’s vision, Artistic Director Virginia 
Johnson, founding member/former 
prima ballerina and Executive Director 
Laveen Naidu, former school director/
choreographer, our goal for the 21st 
century is to build community, inspire 
and uplift through the power of art.

virGiniA JoHnSon (Artistic Director)
Virginia Johnson was a founding member 
of Dance Theatre of Harlem and its 
principal ballerina over a career that 
spanned nearly 30 years. After retiring 
in 1997, Ms. Johnson founded Pointe 
Magazine where she was editor-in-chief 
for 10 years. 
 A native of Washington, D.C., Ms. 

Johnson began her training with Therrell 
Smith and studied with Mary Day at 
the Washington School of Ballet. She 
graduated from the Academy of the 
Washington School of Ballet and went on 
to be a University Scholar in the School 
of the Arts at New York University before 
joining Dance Theatre of Harlem.
 Virginia Johnson is universally 
recognized as one of the great ballerinas 
of her generation and is perhaps best 
known for her performances in such 
ballets as Giselle, A Streetcar Named 
Desire, and Fall River Legend. She has 
received such honors as a Young Achiever 
Award from the National Council of 
Women, Outstanding Young Woman of 
America and the Dance Magazine Award, 
a Pen and Brush Achievement Award, the 
Washington Performing Arts Society’s 
2008-2009 Pola Nirenska Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the 2009 Martha 
Hill Fund Mid-Career Award.  

ArTHUr MiTCHEll (Co-Founder and 
Artistic Director Emeritus)
Arthur Mitchell is known around 
the world for creating and sustaining 
the Dance Theatre of Harlem, the 
internationally acclaimed ballet company 
he co-founded with Karel Shook in 1969. 
Following a brilliant career as a principal 
artist with the New York City Ballet, Mr. 
Mitchell dedicated his life to changing 
perceptions, and advancing the art form 
of ballet through the first permanently 
established African American and racially 
diverse ballet company. 
 Born in New York City in 1934, 
Mr. Mitchell began his dance training 
at New York City’s High School of 
the Performing Arts, where he won 
the coveted annual dance award and 
subsequently a full scholarship to the 
School of American Ballet.  In 1955, he 
became the first African American to 
become a permanent member of a major 
ballet company when he joined New York 
City Ballet. Mr. Mitchell rose quickly to 
the rank of Principal Dancer during his 
fifteen-year career with New York City 
Ballet and electrified audiences with 
his performances in a broad spectrum 
of roles.  Upon learning of the death of 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
with financial assistance from Mrs. Alva 
B. Gimbel, the Ford Foundation and his 
own savings, Mr. Mitchell founded Dance 
Theatre of Harlem with his mentor and 
ballet instructor Karel Shook.
 With an illustrious career that has 
spanned over fifty years, Mr. Mitchell 
is the recipient of the Kennedy Center 
Honors, a National Medal of the Arts, a 

MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, the 
New York Living Landmark Award, the 
Handel Medallion, the NAACP Image 
Award, and more than a dozen honorary 
degrees.

THE DAnCE THEATrE oF  
HArlEM CoMPAny
Fredrick Davis, Brooklyn, New York
Born in New York City, Fredrick Davis 
moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee and 
started his training at the age of 11 with 
a full scholarship for Ballet Tennessee. In 
2004, he graduated from the Chattanooga 
High School Center for Creative Arts and 
moved back to New York City to continue 
his training with the Joffrey Ballet School. 
After completing three years with Joffrey, 
he was able to study with a full scholarship 
at summer intensives by American Ballet 
Theatre, Boston Ballet, North Carolina 
Dance Theatre, Ballet Academy East, 
Magnus Midwest Dance and Ballet 
Tennessee. Mr. Davis then joined Roxey 
Ballet Company, dancing in works such as 
Othello, Carmen, Diana and Actaeon and 
Sleeping Beauty. Soon after finishing his 
season with Roxey, Mr. Davis joined the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble. He 
has also worked as a freelancer with Ballet 
Fantastique, Benjamin Briones Ballet, 
Staten Island Ballet and Ajkun Ballet 
Theatre. Mr. Davis has participated in 
the Dance for America Tour, DTH Vision 
Gala, The Kennedy Center Honors, the 
Donald McKayle Tribute performance 
in Irvine, California and the Paramount 
Theatre Gala in Seattle, Washington. 

Michaela DePrince,  
Sierra Leone, West Africa
Michaela DePrince was born in Sierra 
Leone, orphaned by the civil war there 
and adopted by an American family 
in New Jersey when she was 4 years 
old.  She began dancing at the age of 5, 
studying ballet, modern, tap and jazz at 
Dalia Hay’s Dance Academy in Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey.  She began her formal 
ballet studies at The Rock School for 
Dance Education, where she continued 
her interest in other dance forms as well. 
While at The Rock School, she won 
both the Hope Award and the Junior 
Grand Prix at the Philadelphia Regional 
Youth America Grand Prix.  From ages 
11 to 13, Ms. DePrince studied ballet in 
Northern Vermont with Vanina Wilson, 
Alaina Albertson-Murphy and Alexander 
Nagiba. She also had the good fortune to 
study with Daniel Seillier in Montreal and 
Arthur Mitchell at the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem’s Summer Intensive.  She attended 
the American Ballet Theatre’s Summer 
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Intensive in New York City when she was 
13 and was named a National Training 
Scholar. Ms. DePrince was a participant in 
the 2010 International Ballet Competition 
in Jackson, Mississippi.  As a finalist at the 
Youth America Grand Prix in New York 
City, she was awarded a scholarship to The 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School of the 
American Ballet Theatre. She is also a two-
year recipient of The Beverly G. Smith 
Scholarship at ABT and was featured in 
the documentary First Position.  She has 
danced for Darrell Grand Moultrie, the 
Harlem School of the Arts Dance Benefit, 
the Francesca Harper Project in the 2011 
Denise Jefferson Memorial, Ballet Vérité 
in The Levi HaLevi Memorial Concert, 
Daniel Ulbricht’s Dance Against Cancer 
Gala, De Dutch Don’t Dance’s production 
of Abdallah en de Gazelle van Basra, and 
the South African Ballet Theatre, as well 
as the TV program Dancing with the Stars.

Da’ von Doane, Salisbury, Maryland
Da’ Von Doane began his training at the 
Salisbury Studio of Dance (now Salisbury 
Dance Academy) where he trained with 
Betty Webster, Tatiana Akinfieva-Smith 
and Elena Manakhova. As a member of 
the schools’ regional dance company, 
the Eastern Shore Ballet Theatre, he 
performed various roles in annual 
productions of The Nutcracker, Coppélia, 
Scheherazade and the Polovtsian Dances, 
among others. Mr. Doane has attended 
summer intensives at the Kirov Academy 
of Ballet (Washington, D.C.) and the 
Atlantic Contemporary Ballet Theatre. At 
age 15, he returned to ACBT as a full-time 
academic student and trained there for 
four years. In 2008, Mr. Doane moved to 
New York City to join the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem Ensemble and performed at 
the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival that 
summer. In 2009, Mr. Doane performed 
with Ballet Noir at East River Park as part 
of SummerStage and with Jacob’s Pillow 
once again. In the fall of 2009, he danced 
as part of the Dance Theatre of Harlem 
with roles in the Joplin Dances, New Bach, 
the excerpt “Mother Popcorn,” Concerto 
In F, Fete Noir and South African Suite. 
And in the winter of 2009, he began 
touring with DTH as a part of its Dance 
for America Tour. As a guest artist, Mr. 
Doane has performed with the Classical 
Contemporary Ballet Theatre and with 
choreographer Ja’ Malik in 2009’s E-moves 
Emerging Choreographers Showcase. In 
the summer of 2010, Mr. Doane performed 
once again with Ballet Noir in the 200th 
Anniversary Chopin Celebration and the 
2010 World Dance Gala in Kielce, Poland. 
In 2011, Mr. Doane danced roles in Glinka 

Pas de Trois, In the Mirror Of Her Mind and 
Contested Space.

Chyrstyn Fentroy,  
Los Angeles, California
Chyrstyn Mariah Fentroy was born and 
raised in Los Angeles, California, where 
she trained with her mother Ruth Fentroy 
until the age of 17. She then moved 
to New York City after being offered a 
scholarship to the Joffrey Ballet School 
trainee program. During her first year 
there, she was asked to join the Joffrey 
Ballet School Performance Company 
in which she danced several principal 
roles in works such as Gerald Arpino’s 
Birthday Variations and Davis Robertson’s 
UnEquilibrium. Ms. Fentroy competed in 
the Youth America Grand Prix finals in 
New York in 2010 and 2011, where she 
was then asked to compete in the Beijing 
International Ballet and Choreography 
Competition. She has also had her 
contemporary choreography recognized 
in other competitions. 

Jenelle Figgins, Washington, D.C.
Jenelle Figgins began her training at 
the Jones-Haywood School of Ballet, 
Dance Institute of Washington and Duke 
Ellington School of the Performing Arts. 
While training, she received scholarships 
to attend Dance Theatre of Harlem’s 
Kennedy Summer Intensive. She went 
on to attend SUNY Purchase New York 
on partial scholarship and in 2011 
received her B.F.A. with honors in dance. 
Following graduation, she attended 
Springboard Danse Montreal in 2011. 
Ms. Figgins has been featured in works 
by Sarah Mettin, Kevin Thomas, Emily 
Molnar, Twyla Tharp, Paul Taylor, George 
Balanchine, Nora Reynolds and Hinton 
Battle. She has danced professionally with 
Mettin Movement Collective, Collage 
dance Collective and Les Grands Ballet 
Canadiens de Montréal.

Emiko Flanagan,  
Westlake Village, California
Emiko Flanagan received her early dance 
training from California Dance Theatre 
and attended summer programs at Pacific 
Northwest Ballet, Boston Ballet, and San 
Francisco Conservatory of Dance. She 
continued her studies at UC Irvine as a 
BFA student in Dance Performance. After 
her sophomore year, she took a leave 
of absence from school to be a trainee 
with the Joffrey Ballet in Chicago. The 
following year Emiko was an apprentice 
with the Richmond Ballet for their 2010-
2011 season and then spent one year in 
the Alonzo King LINES Ballet Training 

Program. She has performed in works 
by choreographers such as George 
Balanchine, William Forsythe, Salvatore 
Aiello, Jodie Gates, Alexei Kremnev, and 
Keelan Whitmore. 

Taurean Green, Portland, Maine
Taurean Green returned to Dance 
Theatre of Harlem in 2011 after eight 
seasons dancing with companies 
such as Pacific Northwest Ballet, City 
Ballet of San Diego and, most recently, 
Company C Contemporary Ballet.  At 
DTH, Mr. Green danced featured roles in 
George Balanchine’s Agon and The Four 
Temperaments, Michael Smuin’s A Song 
for Dead Warriors and St. Louis Woman 
and Jerome Robbins’ Fancy Free, among 
others.  At PNB, Mr. Green was featured 
in many Balanchine ballets as well as 
original works created for the company.  
In San Diego, he performed leading roles 
in Don Q, Apollo, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, The Four Seasons and La Bayadère, 
just to name a few; and in San Francisco, 
Mr. Green had several original works set 
on him as well as reprised older works 
by noted choreographers such as Twyla 
Tharp and Lar Lubovitch.

Jehbreal Muhammad Jackson,  
Dallas, Texas
Jehbreal Muhammad Jackson began his 
formal training in ballet at 10 years old, 
being placed accidentally into the wrong 
classroom by an afterschool program 
advisor. He found his heart in classical 
and contemporary dance and continued 
to study at the Dallas Black Dance 
Academy, W. E. Greiner Middle School of 
the Exploratory and Performing Arts, and 
the Booker T. Washington High School 
for the Performing and Visual Arts. Mr. 
Jackson is a graduate of The Juilliard 
School in New York under the direction 
of Lawrence Rhodes, where he performed 
the works of Alexander Ekman, Stijn 
Celis, Mark Morris, Jerome Robbins, 
William Forsythe and Ohad Naharin. 
Recently, Mr. Jackson performed as a guest 
with Ballet Noir NYC, sharing the stage 
with performers from American Ballet 
Theatre and the Polish National Ballet for 
their Chopin festival. In October 2010, 
he performed with Keigwin + Company 
at the annual Fall for Dance festival at 
New York City Center. He has also been a 
featured vocalist with various jazz bands 
at Juilliard and embarked on a concert 
tour to Brazil. 
 
Alexandra Jacob, Oakland, California
Alexandra Jacob began her first formal 
Vaganova ballet training at the age of 
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8 at Berkeley City Ballet. Ms. Jacob also 
attended summer programs at the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem and Alonzo King LINES 
Ballet on scholarships. After graduating 
high school, she pursued an architecture 
degree at the California College of the 
Arts. Three years into her college career, 
she rediscovered her love for ballet and 
decided to return to New York in the fall 
of 2004 to attend the Joffrey Ballet School. 
She joined the Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Ensemble in January 2005 under the 
direction of Arthur Mitchell. Ms. Jacob 
toured with the ensemble throughout 
the United States and internationally, 
performing featured roles by Peter Pucci, 
Donald Byrd, Christopher L. Huggins, 
Lowell Smith and Arthur Mitchell.

Dustin James, Houston, Texas
Dustin James began his dance training at 
age 11 in Houston and later attended the 
city’s High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts. While attending HSPVA, he 
also began studying at Houston Ballet’s 
Ben Stevenson Academy and became 
a member of Houston Ballet II for two 
years. While there, Mr. James was trained 
and coached by Claudio Muñoz as well 
as Lázaro Carreño, Phillip Broomhead 
and Priscilla Nathan-Murphy. After 
completing his training, Mr. James joined 
BalletMet Columbus, where he danced 
for four seasons and performed works by 
such choreographers as Stanton Welch, 
Darrell Grand Moultrie and Ma Cong. 

Francis lawrence, Melbourne, Australia
Francis Lawrence studied at The 
Australian Ballet School where he 
graduated with a diploma in dance. 
While at the school, he danced with The 
Australian Ballet and with its regional 
Dancers Company for two years. Upon 
arriving in the states, Mr. Lawrence joined 
New York Theatre Ballet for their 30th 
season in Cinderella and Dance/Speak: The 
Life of Agnes de Mille and has danced for 
the Grand Rapids Ballet Company under 
the direction of Patricia Barker. During 
his time in the company, he performed 
repertoire by George Balanchine, Twyla 
Tharp, José Limón, Paul Taylor, Ulysses 
Dove, Lew Christensen, David Parson 
and Mario Radacovsky. In the states he 
has studied under programs offered by 
The Ailey School, Complexions and 
Hubbard Street, getting to work with 
choreographers like Pedro Ruiz, Dwight 
Rhoden and Desmond Richardson.  Mr. 
Lawrence most recently worked with 
Olivier Weavers on Fragments, as well as a 
new work, The Couch.  
 

Ashley Murphy, Shreveport, Louisiana
Ashley Murphy began her dance training 
at age 3. She was enrolled in the pre-
professional division at Carol Anglin 
Dance Center from 1993-2002, where 
she became a member of Louisiana Dance 
Theatre, an Honor Company of Regional 
Dance America. She has also performed 
for Shreveport Opera and Moscow 
State Ballet as well as in the premiere of 
William Joyce’s The Leaf Men and The 
Brave Good Bugs. She represented LDT in 
the Regional Dance America performance 
at the International Ballet Competition 
in Jackson, Mississippi and attended 
summer programs at New York’s Joffrey 
Ballet School and The Ailey School. In 
2002, Ms. Murphy went on to train and 
perform with Dance Theatre of Harlem’s 
Dancing Through Barriers® Ensemble. 
The following year, she was accepted 
into the DTH Company and toured with 
them throughout the United States and 
to foreign countries that included Great 
Britain, Germany, Italy and Greece. Ms. 
Murphy has also taught for the DTH Pre-
Professional Residency at the Kennedy 
Center. White House special, appearing 
on BET’s 106 & Park and the game show 
Jeopardy, and representing the U.S. in a 
cultural exchange program in Kingston, 
Jamaica. In 2011, she was chosen for a 
new work by Christopher L. Huggins 

that was commissioned for Dancers 
Responding to AIDS. 

lindsey Pitts, Midland, Texas
Lindsey Pitts began her formal ballet 
training at Coleman Academy under 
the direction of Susan Clark and 
Judy Coleman.  She continued her 
studies during summer intensives with 
Milwaukee Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, Orlando 
Ballet, Ballet Austin and The Ailey School. 
Following high school, she attended 
Butler University, where she received dual 
degrees in dance arts administration and 
strategic communications. Ms. Pitts began 
her professional career with Nashville 
Ballet’s second company, performing 
under the direction of Paul Vasterling 
in full-length ballets that included The 
Nutcracker, Giselle and Swan Lake.

Gabrielle Salvatto, New York, New York
Gabrielle Salvatto, a native New Yorker 
born and raised in the Bronx, studied 
at The School of American Ballet and 
received her high school diploma from 
La Guardia H.S. of Music & Art and 
Performing Arts. She went on to graduate 
from the Juilliard dance B.F.A. program, 
where she performed repertoire by Ohad 
Naharin, Jerome Robbins, Nacho Duato, 
Eliot Feld and José Limón, among others. 
Ms. Salvatto has since danced for Austin 
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McCormick’s Company XIV and Sarah 
Berges Dance. Further training includes 
Hubbard Street, Complexions and 
Springboard Danse Montreal. 

Anthony H. Javier Savoy, Jr.,  
Annapolis, Maryland
Anthony Javier Savoy was born in 
Annapolis, Maryland and began his formal 
training at the age of 15 studying at schools 
in Maryland and Washington, DC. In 2006, 
Mr. Savoy was awarded the title, Maryland 
All State Dancer by the Congressional 
House Representative. He continued 
his studies at Point Park University. In 
the spring of 2008, he attended Anne 
Arundel Community College working 
towards a degree in Fine Arts and 
Biology. Savoy has attended summer 
intensives at Earl Mosley’s Institute of the 
Arts, Point Park University, The Kirov 
Academy, American Ballet Theatre and 
Dance Theatre of Harlem. He spent two 
years with the Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Ensemble performing works by George 
Balanchine, Arthur Mitchell, Donald 
Byrd, and Robert Garland. In 2011, while 
a member of the ensemble, he had the 
opportunity to work with choreographer 
Christopher Huggins on “In the Mirror 
of her Mind” a piece commissioned in 
collaboration with Dancers Responding 
to AIDS and Broadway Cares. In 2012 Mr. 
Savoy acted as a cultural ambassador for 
the United States while performing and 
doing community outreach in Kingston, 
Jamaica. 

ingrid Silva, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Ingrid Silva began her formal ballet 
training at the age of 8 at Dançando Para 
Não Dançar, the Deborah Colker school 
and Escola de Dança Maria Olenewa. 
She has also apprenticed with Company 
Grupo Corpo in Brazil. After entering 
the Univercidade da Cidade College, she 
decided to follow her passion and traveled 
to New York in 2007. That summer, 
she attended the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem Summer Intensive Program, and 
afterwards joined the school’s Professional 
Training Program. She became a member 
of the Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble 
in 2008. Ms. Silva has also performed 
with Armitage Gone! Dance performing 
GAGA-Gaku at the Joyce Theater in 2011.

Stephanie rae williams, 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Born in Utah and raised in Texas, 
Stephanie Rae Williams received her early 
training at Dallas Dance Academy with 
Fiona Fairrie. Ms. Williams made her 

professional debut with Ben Stevenson’s 
Texas Ballet Theater in 2006-07, and 
she most recently danced as a company 
member with the Francesca Harper 
Project and Ballet Black.  Ms. Williams was 
an apprentice with Complexions in 2009, 
and has also studied during summers at 
The Juilliard School, Alonzo King LINES 
Ballet and Houston Ballet’s Ben Stevenson 
Academy.  She was a fellowship recipient 
at The Ailey School, a 2006 National 
Foundation on the Arts award winner, a 
2006 Youth America Grand Prix Finalist 
and a 2004 Texas Commission on the Arts 
Young Master. 

Samuel wilson, Bremerton, Washington
Samuel Wilson started dancing ballet at 
the age of 15 with the Peninsula Dance 
Theatre. Since then, he has danced in 
summer programs such as Summer 
Dance Lab in Walla Walla, Washington 
and American Ballet Theatre in Austin, 
Texas. It wasn’t until 2003, when Mr. 
Wilson came to Dance Theatre of Harlem 
that he started his professional career and 
joined the Dancing Through Barriers® 
Ensemble. DTH has provided Mr. Wilson 
with the opportunity to perform in venues 
such as the White House, BET’s 106 & 
Park, Fox 5 News, The Kennedy Center 
and The Joyce Theater in New York. He 
has also had the opportunity to work 
with world-renowned choreographers 
and study under influential teachers like 
Arthur Mitchell and Eva Evdokimava. 
Mr. Wilson has also developed into a high 
caliber teacher and dance coach himself, 
working in ballet schools and summer 
programs such as Usdan Center for the 
Creative and Performing Arts and the 
Voorhees Ballet. 

CoMPAny ArTiSTiC STAFF

KEiTH SAUnDErS (Ballet Master)
Keith Saunders, a native of Baltimore, 
Maryland, began dancing in 1971 while a 
student at Harvard University.   He began 
his ballet training in 1973 at the National 
Center for Afro-American Artists in 
Dorchester, Massachusetts.  Mr. Saunders 
joined Dance Theatre of Harlem in 1975 
and continued his development under 
the tutelage of Arthur Mitchell, Karel 
Shook and William Griffith.  He became a 
principal dancer with DTH and performed 
a wide range of roles throughout the 
company’s repertoire for more than 17 
years. He also danced with France’s 
Ballet du Nord (1986) and BalletMet of 
Columbus, Ohio (1987-1989).  
 As a guest artist, Mr. Saunders appeared 

with Boston Repertory Ballet, Maryland 
Ballet, Eglevsky Ballet, Ballethnic Dance 
Company, and the David Parsons 
Company, among others.  He has been 
a faculty member of the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem School, the BalletMet Dance 
Academy (where he also served as 
Education Director), the New Ballet School 
(now Ballet Tech), and the 92nd Street Y.  
In 2003, Mr. Saunders was Guest Artist-
in-Residence in the Dance Department at 
the University of Wyoming, and he taught 
and choreographed at their Snowy Range 
Dance Festival from 2003 – 2008.  
 Keith Saunders was appointed Dance 
Theatre of Harlem’s assistant ballet 
master in 1994 and ballet master in 1996.  
From 2004 - 2010, Mr. Saunders was 
director of Dancing Through Barriers®, 
Dance Theatre of Harlem’s international 
education and outreach initiative, in 
addition to directing the DTH Ensemble.

roBErT GArlAnD  
(resident Choreographer)
Robert Garland was a principal dancer 
with the Dance Theatre of Harlem, and 
is now Resident Choreographer. He has 
created works for the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem Company, and their School 
Ensemble. He has also choreographed for 
New York City Ballet, The Royal Ballet, 
and Oakland Ballet, among many others.
 After creating a work for the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem School Ensemble, 
Arthur Mitchell invited Robert Garland 
to create a work for The Dance Theatre 
of Harlem Company. Upon his retirement 
from the stage, he was appointed by Arthur 
Mitchell and became the organization’s 
first Resident Choreographer.
 His commercial work has included 
music videos, commercials and short 
films, including the children’s television 
show Sesame Street, a Nike commercial 
featuring New York Yankee Derek Jeter, 
the NAACP Image Awards, a short film for 
designer Donna Karan, and the “Charmin 
Cha-Cha” for Proctor and Gamble.
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A listener supported service of  
Detroit Public Schools and Detroit Public TV.

Classical  
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and 
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Dance Theatre of Harlem, inc.
The Everett Center for the  
Performing Arts
466 West 152nd Street
New York, NY 10031-1814
(212) 690-2800, (212) 690-8736 fax
www.dancetheatreofharlem.org

DTH Board of Directors
Kendrick F. Ashton Jr., Chairman
Michael Armstrong, Vice-Chairman
Frank Baker, Treasurer
Don M. Tellock, Secretary 
Nancy Pforzheimer Aronson
Reverend Dr. Calvin O. Butts III
Stephen Donato
Chloe Drew
Smokey D. Fontaine 
Moira Forbes
Jai Jai Ramsey Greenfield 
Isabel Kallman
Kevin Kovsky
Aliya Leekong
Sylvia R. Lindsey
Spencer Means
Leslie Wims Morris
Ackneil “Trey” Muldrow, III
Jessye Norman
Zandra Perry Ogbomo
Olivia Scott Perkins
Asha Richards
Anne E. Robinson
Rodney Slater, Esq 
 
DTH Company Staff
Ballet Master, Keith Saunders
General Manager, Elizabeth England 
Prod Manager/Lighting Supervisor,  

Peter D. Leonard
Stage Manager, Jack Lynch
Wardrobe Manager,  

Oran Bumroongchart  
Accompanist, Bruce Lazarus
Harlem Dance Works 2.0 Project 

Coordinator, Kellye Saunders
Booking Manager, Edward Schoelwer
Resident Choreographer,  

Robert Garland
Public Relations,  

Gilda Squire Media Relations
Physical Therapist, Alison Deleget, 

Harkness Center for Dance Injuries

DTH Staff
Artistic Director, Virginia Johnson
Executive Director, Laveen Naidu
Asst to the Artistic/Executive Director, 

Stefanie Blue
Administration & HR Manager,  

Marilyn Abalos
Director, Individual Giving,  

Sharon Williams Duncan
Individual Giving Manager,  

Amanda Gee
Director, Institutional Giving,  

Rodney Trapp
Development Officer, JoAnn Wong
Development Associate,  

Lisa Van Putten
Alumni Liaison/Archives & Preservation, 

Judy Tyrus Solin
Marketing Manager, Melissa Hundell
Marketing Associate, Keyana Patterson
Maintenance, Alberto Recinos, Kenia 

Sanches and Carolay Taveras

DTH School Staff
School Director, Endalyn Taylor
Business Affairs Officer, Ruben Ortiz
DTB® Education & Outreach Manager, 
Geneva Manley
Student Affairs Officer,  
Kenya Massey-Rodriguez
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Aisha Mitchell
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Matthew Rushing,  
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& Nora Moroun.
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Alvin AilEy

abOuT ThE cOMpaNy
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater grew 
from a now-fabled performance in March 
1958 at the 92nd Street Y in New York 
City. Led by Alvin Ailey and a group of 
young African-American modern dancers, 
that performance changed forever the 
perception of American dance. The Ailey 
company has gone on to perform for an 
estimated 23 million people at theaters 
in 48 states and 71 countries on six 
continents — as well as millions more 
through television broadcasts. In 2008, a 
U.S. Congressional resolution designated 
the Company as “a vital American cultural 
ambassador to the world” that celebrates 
the uniqueness of the African-American 
cultural experience and the preservation 
and enrichment of the American modern 
dance heritage. When Mr. Ailey began 
creating dances, he drew upon his “blood 
memories” of Texas, the blues, spirituals, 
and gospel as inspiration, which resulted 
in the creation of his most popular and 
critically acclaimed work, Revelations. 
Although he created 79 ballets over 
his lifetime, Mr. Ailey maintained that 
his company was not exclusively a 
repository for his own work. Today, the 
Company continues Mr. Ailey’s mission 
by presenting important works of the 
past and commissioning new ones. In 
all, more than 200 works by over 80 
choreographers have been part of the Ailey 
company’s repertory.  Before his untimely 
death in 1989, Alvin Ailey named Judith 
Jamison as his successor, and over the 
next 21 years, she brought the Company 
to unprecedented success. Ms. Jamison, in 
turn, personally selected Robert Battle to 
succeed her in 2011, and The Washington 
Post declared he “has the troupe’s forward 
momentum well in hand.”

 Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
gratefully acknowledges The Joan & 

Sandy Weill Global Ambassador Fund, 
which provides vital support for Ailey’s 

national and international tours.

roBErT BATTlE,  
ArTiSTiC DirECTor
Robert Battle became Artistic Director of 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 
July 2011, after being personally selected 
by Judith Jamison, making him only the 
third person to head the Company since 
it was founded in 1958. Mr. Battle has a 
long-standing association with the Ailey 
organization.  A frequent choreographer 
and artist-in-residence at Ailey since 
1999, he has set many of his works on 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater and 

Ailey II, and at The Ailey School. The 
Company’s current repertory includes 
his ballets Strange Humors, The Hunt, 
In/Side, and Takademe.  In addition to 
expanding the Ailey repertory with works 
by artists as diverse as Paul Taylor, Rennie 
Harris, Jiří Kylián, Garth Fagan, and Kyle 
Abraham, Mr. Battle has also instituted 
a New Directors Choreography Lab, 
to help develop the next generation of 
choreographers. His journey to the top 
of the modern dance world began in the 
Liberty City neighborhood of Miami, 
Florida.  Mr. Battle showed artistic talent 
early and studied dance at a high school 
arts magnet program before moving on 
to Miami’s New World School of the Arts, 
under the direction of Daniel Lewis and 
Gerri Houlihan, and finally to the dance 
program at The Juilliard School, under 
the direction of Benjamin Harkarvy, where 
he met his mentor, Carolyn Adams.   He 
danced with the Parsons Dance Company 
from 1994 to 2001, and also set his 
choreography on that company starting 
in 1998.  Mr. Battle then founded his 
own Battleworks Dance Company, which 
made its premiere in 2002 in Düsseldorf, 
Germany as the U.S. representative to the 
World Dance Alliance’s Global Assembly.  
Battleworks subsequently performed 
extensively at venues including The 
Joyce Theater, Dance Theater Workshop, 
American Dance Festival, and Jacob’s 
Pillow Dance Festival.  Mr. Battle was 
honored as one of the “Masters of 
African-American Choreography” by the 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
in 2005, and he received the prestigious 
Statue Award from the Princess Grace 
Foundation-USA in 2007.  He is a sought-
after keynote speaker and has addressed 
a number of high profile organizations 
including the United Nations Leaders 
Programme and the UNICEF Senior 
Leadership Development Programme.

MASAzUMi CHAyA,  
ASSoCiATE ArTiSTiC DirECTor
Masazumi Chaya was born in Fukuoka, 
Japan, where he began his classical ballet 
training.  Upon moving to New York in 
December 1970, he studied modern dance 
and performed with the Richard Englund 
Repertory Company.  Mr. Chaya joined 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 
1972 and performed with the Company 
for 15 years.  In 1988, he became the 
Company’s Rehearsal Director after serving 
as Assistant Rehearsal Director for two 
years.  A master teacher, both on tour with 
the Company and in his native Japan, he 
served as choreographic assistant to Alvin 

Ailey and John Butler.  In 1991, Mr. Chaya 
was named Associate Artistic Director of 
the Company.  He continues to provide 
invaluable creative assistance in all facets 
of its operations.  In 2002, Mr. Chaya 
coordinated the Company’s appearance 
at the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree-
lighting ceremony, broadcast on NBC.  
Mr. Chaya has restaged numerous ballets, 
including Alvin Ailey’s Flowers for the 
State Ballet of Missouri (1990) and The 
River for the Royal Swedish Ballet (1993), 
Ballet Florida (1995), National Ballet 
of Prague (1995), Pennsylvania Ballet 
(1996) and Colorado Ballet (1998).  He 
has also restaged The Mooche, The Stack-
Up, Episodes, Bad Blood, Hidden Rites, 
Urban Folk Dance, and Witness for the 
Company. At the beginning of his tenure 
as Associate Artistic Director, Mr. Chaya 
restaged Ailey’s For ‘Bird’ - With Love for 
a “Dance in America” program entitled 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater: Steps 
Ahead. In 2000, he restaged Ailey’s Night 
Creature for the Rome Opera House and 
The River for La Scala Ballet.  In 2003, he 
restaged The River for North Carolina 
Dance Theatre and for Julio Bocca’s Ballet 
Argentina.  Most recently, Mr. Chaya 
restaged Blues Suite, Forgotten Time, 
Streams, Urban Folk Dance, and Vespers 
for the Company.  As a performer, Mr. 
Chaya appeared on Japanese television in 
both dramatic and musical productions.  
He wishes to recognize the artistic 
contribution and spirit of his late friend 
and fellow artist, Michihiko Oka.

Alvin AilEy, FoUnDEr
Alvin Ailey was born on January 5, 1931 
in Rogers, Texas. His experiences of life in 
the rural South would later inspire some 
of his most memorable works. At age 12, 
he moved with his mother to Los Angeles, 
where he was introduced to dance by 
performances of the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo and the Katherine Dunham Dance 
Company. His formal dance training 
began with an introduction to Lester 
Horton’s classes by his friend, Carmen 
de Lavallade. Horton, the founder of 
one of the first racially-integrated dance 
companies in the United States, became 
a mentor for Mr. Ailey as he embarked 
on his professional career. After Horton’s 
death in 1953, Mr. Ailey became director 
of the Lester Horton Dance Theater and 
began to choreograph his own works. In 
the 1950s and 60s Mr. Ailey performed 
in four Broadway shows including 
House of Flowers and Jamaica. Mr. Ailey 
studied dance with Martha Graham, 
Doris Humphrey, Charles Weidman, 
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Hanya Holm, and Karel Shook and also 
took acting classes with Stella Adler. In 
1958, he founded Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater to carry out his vision of 
a company dedicated to enriching the 
American modern dance heritage and 
preserving the uniqueness of the African-
American cultural experience.  He 
established the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Center (now The Ailey School) in 
1969 and formed the Alvin Ailey Repertory 
Ensemble (now Ailey II) in 1974. Mr. Ailey 
was a pioneer of programs promoting arts 
in education, particularly those benefiting 
underserved communities. Throughout 
his lifetime, he was awarded numerous 
honorary doctoral degrees, NAACP’s 
Spingarn Award, the United Nations 
Peace Medal, the Dance Magazine Award, 
the Capezio Award, and the Samuel H. 
Scripps American Dance Festival Award. 
In 1988, he received the Kennedy Center 
Honor in recognition of his extraordinary 
contribution to American culture. When 
Mr. Ailey died on December 1, 1989, The 
New York Times said of him, “you didn’t 
need to have known [him] personally 
to have been touched by his humanity, 
enthusiasm and exuberance and his 
courageous stand for multi-racial 
brotherhood.” 

JUDiTH JAMiSon
ArTiSTiC DirECTor EMEriTA
Judith Jamison joined Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater in 1965 and 
quickly became an international star.  Over 
the next 15 years, Mr. Ailey created some 
of his most enduring roles for her, most 
notably the tour-de-force solo Cry.  During 
the 1970s and 80s, she appeared as a guest 
artist with ballet companies all over the 
world, starred in the hit Broadway musical 
Sophisticated Ladies, and formed her 
own company, The Jamison Project. She 
returned to Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater in 1989 when Mr. Ailey asked 
her to succeed him as Artistic Director. 
In the 21 years that followed, she brought 
the Company to unprecedented heights 
– including two historic engagements in 
South Africa and a 50-city global tour to 
celebrate the Company’s 50th anniversary. 
Ms. Jamison is the recipient of numerous 
awards and honors, among them a 
prime time Emmy Award, an American 
Choreography Award, the Kennedy 
Center Honor, a National Medal of Arts, 
a “Bessie” Award, the Phoenix Award, and 
the Handel Medallion. She was also listed 
in “The TIME 100: The World’s Most 
Influential People” and honored by First 
Lady Michelle Obama at the first White 
House Dance Series event. As a highly 

regarded choreographer, Ms. Jamison  
has created many celebrated works, 
including Divining (1984), Forgotten 
Time (1989), Hymn (1993), HERE…
NOW. (commissioned for the 2002 
Cultural Olympiad), Love Stories (with 
additional choreography by Robert Battle 
and Rennie Harris, 2004), and Among Us 
(Private Spaces: Public Places) (2009).  Ms. 
Jamison’s autobiography, Dancing Spirit, 
was edited by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
and published in 1993.  In 2004, under 
Ms. Jamison’s artistic directorship, her 
idea of a permanent home for the Ailey 
company was realized and named after 
beloved chairman Joan Weill. Ms. Jamison 
continues to dedicate herself to asserting 
the prominence of the arts in our culture, 
and she remains committed to promoting 
the significance of the Ailey legacy – using 
dance as a medium for honoring the past, 
celebrating the present and fearlessly 
reaching into the future.

MATTHEw rUSHinG, rEHEArSAl 
DirECTor & GUEST ArTiST
Matthew Rushing was born in Los Angeles, 
CA.  He began his dance training with 
Kashmir Blake in Inglewood, CA and later 
continued his training at the Los Angeles 
County High School for the Arts.  He is 
the recipient of a Spotlight Award and 
Dance Magazine Award and was named a 
Presidential Scholar in the Arts.  He was 
a scholarship student at The Ailey School 
and later became a member of Ailey II, 
where he danced for a year.  During his 
career, Mr. Rushing has performed as a 
guest artist for galas in Vail, Colorado, as 
well as in France, Russia, Canada, Austria, 
and Italy.  He has performed for presidents 
George H. Bush, Bill Clinton, George 
W. Bush, and Barack Obama, as well as 
at the 2010 White House Dance Series.  
During his time with the Company he 
has choreographed two ballets: Acceptance 
In Surrender (2005), a collaboration with 
Hope Boykin and Abdur-Rahim Jackson, 
and Uptown (2009), a tribute to the 
Harlem Renaissance. In 2012, he created 
Moan, which was set on Philadanco 
and premiered at the Joyce Theater. Mr. 
Rushing joined the Company in 1992 and 
became Rehearsal Director in June 2010.

WhO’S WhO

GUillErMo ASCA (Rego Park, NY) or 
“Moe,” as he is affectionately known, 
graduated from LaGuardia High School 
of the Performing Arts. He was a scholarship 
student at The Ailey School and danced 
with Ailey II, Ballet Metropolitano de 
Caracas, Ballet Hispanico, Dance Compass, 

Shapiro & Smith, and Footprints Dance 
Project. In 2010, he performed at the 
White House Dance Series.  Mr. Asca 
joined the Company in 1994.

KirvEn JAMES BoyD (Boston, MA) 
began his formal dance training at the 
Boston Arts Academy and joined Boston 
Youth Moves in 1999 under the direction 
of Jim Viera and Jeannette Neill. He also 
trained on scholarship at the Boston 
Conservatory and as a scholarship student 
at The Ailey School. Mr. Boyd has danced 
with Battleworks Dance Company, The 
Parsons Dance Company, and Ailey II. He 
performed at the White House tribute to 
Judith Jamison in 2010. Mr. Boyd joined 
the Company in 2004.

HoPE BoyKin (Durham, NC) is a three-
time recipient of the American Dance 
Festival’s Young Tuition Scholarship.  She 
attended Howard University and while in 
Washington, DC she performed with Lloyd 
Whitmore’s New World Dance Company. 
Ms. Boykin was a student and intern at The 
Ailey School. She was assistant to the late 
Talley Beatty and an original member of 
Complexions. Ms. Boykin was a member 
of Philadanco and received a New York 
Dance and Performance “Bessie” Award. 
In 2005, Ms. Boykin choreographed 
Acceptance In Surrender in collaboration 
with Abdur-Rahim Jackson and Matthew 
Rushing for Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater. Most recently she choreographed 
Go In Grace with award-winning singing 
group Sweet Honey In The Rock for the 
Company’s 50th anniversary season. Ms. 
Boykin joined the Company in 2000.

SEAn A. CArMon (Beaumont, TX) 
began his dance training under Bonnie 
Cokinos with guidance from Lucia Booth 
and Eva LeBlanc.  He is a graduate of the 
Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. Program in Dance 
and was a member of Elisa Monte Dance.  
Mr. Carmon was an original cast member 
of the 2010 revival of La Cage Aux Folles 
on Broadway and was also a cast member 
of the Broadway production of The 
Phantom of the Opera.  As an assistant to 
Christopher L. Huggins, he appeared as a 
guest artist with the International Dance 
Association in Italy and with the Cape 
Dance Company in South Africa. Mr. 
Carmon joined the Company in 2011.

SArAH DAlEy (South Elgin, IL) began 
her training at the Faubourg School of 
Ballet in Illinois under the direction of 
Watmora Casey and Tatyana Mazur. She 
is a 2009 graduate of the Ailey/Fordham 
B.F.A. Program in Dance. Ms. Daley has 
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trained at institutions such as the Kirov 
Academy, National Ballet School of 
Canada, The San Francisco Conservatory 
of Dance, and intensives such as Ballet 
Camp Illinois and Ballet Adriatico in Italy. 
She is a recipient of a Youth America Grand 
Prix Award and an ARTS Foundation 
Award. She was a member of Ailey II and 
joined the Company in 2011.

GHrAi DevorE (Washington, DC) 
began her formal dance training at the 
Chicago Multicultural Dance Center and 
was a scholarship student at The Ailey 
School. She has completed summer 
programs at the Kirov Academy, Ballet 
Chicago, Deeply Rooted Dance Theater, 
American Ballet Theatre, and Alonzo King 
LINES Ballet. Ms. DeVore was a member of 
Deeply Rooted Dance Theater 2, Hubbard 
Street 2, Dance Works Chicago, and Ailey 
II. She is a recipient of the Danish Queen 
Ingrid Scholarship of Honor and the Dizzy 
Feet Foundation Scholarship, and she was 
a 2010 nominee for the first annual Clive 
Barnes Award. Ms. DeVore joined the 
Company in 2010.

AnTonio DoUTHiT (St. Louis, MO) 
began his dance training at age 16 at 
the Center of Contemporary Arts under 
the direction of Lee Nolting and at the 
Alexandra School of Ballet. He also trained 
at North Carolina School of the Arts, the 
Joffrey Ballet School, San Francisco Ballet, 
and the Dance Theatre of Harlem School. 
Mr. Douthit became a member of Dance 
Theatre of Harlem in 1999 and appeared in 
featured roles in the ballets South African 
Suite, Dougla, Concerto in F, Return, and 
Dwight Rhoden’s Twist. He was promoted 
to soloist in 2003. He also performed with 
Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal. 
Mr. Douthit joined the Company in 2004.

rEnAlDo GArDnEr (Gary, IN) began 
his dance training with Tony Simpson and 
is a graduate of Talent Unlimited High 
School.  He attended the Emerson School 
for Visual and Performing Arts and studied 
with Larry Brewer and Michael Davis. Mr. 
Gardner was a scholarship student at The 
Ailey School, has trained on scholarship at 
Ballet Chicago and Deeply Rooted Dance 
Theater, and had an internship at the 
Martha Graham School of Contemporary 
Dance. In 2008, he received second place 
in modern dance from the National 
Foundation for Advancement in the Arts 
and received the Dizzy Feet Scholarship in 
2009. In 2012, Mr. Gardner was honored 
with the key to the city of Gary, Indiana, 
his hometown. He was a member of Ailey 
II and joined the Company in 2011.

vErnArD J. GilMorE (Chicago, IL) 
began dancing at Curie Performing and 
Creative Arts High School in Chicago 
and later studied at the Joseph Holmes 
Chicago Dance Theatre with Harriet 
Ross, Marquita Levy, and Emily Stein. 
He attended Barat College as a dance 
scholarship recipient and received first 
place in the all-city NAACP ACT-SO 
Competition in Dance in 1993. He studied 
as a scholarship student at The Ailey 
School and was a member of Ailey II. In 
2010, he performed at the White House 
Dance Series. Mr. Gilmore is an active 
choreographer for the Ailey Dancers 
Resource Fund and has choreographed 
for Fire Island Dance Festival 2008 and 
Jazz Foundation of America Gala 2010; he 
also produced the Dance of Light Project 
in January 2010. Mr. Gilmore is a certified 
Zena Rommett Floor-Barre® instructor. He 
continues to teach workshops and master 
classes around the world. Mr. Gilmore 
joined the Company in 1997.

JACQUElinE GrEEn (Baltimore, MD) 
began her dance training at the Baltimore 
School for the Arts under the direction 
of Norma Pera, Deborah Robinson, 
and Anton Wilson. She is a graduate of 
the Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. Program in 
Dance. Ms. Green has attended summer 
programs at Pennsylvania Regional Ballet, 
Chautauqua Institution, Earl Mosley’s 
Institute of the Arts, and Jacob’s Pillow 
Dance Festival. She has performed works 
by a variety of choreographers, including 
Elisa Monte, Helen Pickett, Francesca 
Harper, Aszure Barton, Earl Mosley, 
and Michael Vernon. Ms. Green was 
the recipient of the Martha Hill Fund’s 
Young Professional Award in 2009 and 
the Dizzy Feet Scholarship in 2010. She 
was a member of Ailey II and joined the 
Company in 2011.

DAniEl HArDEr (Bowie, MD) began 
dancing at Suitland High School’s Center 
for the Visual and Performing Arts in 
Maryland. He is a recent graduate of 
the Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. Program in 
Dance where he was awarded the Jerome 
Robbins/Layton Foundation Scholarship 
and participated in the Holland Dance 
Festival with the School and as a member 
of the Francesca Harper Project. After 
dancing in the European tour of West Side 
Story, Mr. Harder became a member of 
Ailey II. He joined the Company in 2010.

DEMETiA HoPKinS (Orange, VA) began 
her dance training at the Orange School 
of Performing Arts under the direction 
of her uncle Ricardo Porter and Heather 

Powell. She has studied with the National 
Youth Ballet of Virginia, Virginia School of 
the Arts, the Summer Dance International 
Course in Burgos, Spain, The Rock School, 
and Dance Theatre of Harlem School. Ms. 
Hopkins graduated with honors from the 
Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. program in Dance in 
2009, and she was a recipient of a Leonore 
Annenberg Fellowship in the Arts in 2011. 
Ms. Hopkins was a member of Ailey II and 
joined the Company in 2010.

MiCHAEl JACKSon, Jr. (New Orleans, 
LA) began his dance training at age 14 
at the Duke Ellington School of the Arts 
in Washington, DC under the direction 
of Charles Augins. He became a member 
of Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Dancing 
through Barriers Ensemble in 2005. 
In 2006, he joined Dallas Black Dance 
Theatre and in 2008 joined Philadanco, 
where he also worked as Artistic Director 
of D3. He has performed works by Arthur 
Mitchell, Milton Myers, and Gene Hill 
Sagan. Mr. Jackson joined the Company 
in 2011.

MEGAn JAKEl (Waterford, MI) trained 
in ballet and jazz in her hometown. As 
a senior in high school, she spent a year 
dancing with the City Ballet of San Diego. 
In 2005, Ms. Jakel was an apprentice 
and rehearsal director for the Francesca 
Harper Project. She graduated with honors 
in May 2007 from the Ailey/Fordham 
B.F.A. Program in Dance. Ms. Jakel has 
performed works by choreographers 
David Parsons, Debbie Allen, Thaddeus 
Davis, Hans van Manen, and Dwight 
Rhoden. She was a member of Ailey II and 
joined the Company in 2009. 

yAnniCK lEBrUn (Cayenne, French 
Guiana) began training in his native 
country at the Adaclam School under 
the guidance of Jeanine Verin. After 
graduating high school in 2004, he 
moved to New York City to study at The 
Ailey School as a scholarship student. 
Mr. Lebrun has performed works by 
choreographers Troy Powell, Debbie 
Allen, Scott Rink, Thaddeus Davis, Nilas 
Martins, and Dwight Rhoden and danced 
with the Francesca Harper Project Modo 
Fusion. He was named one of Dance 
Magazine’s “25 to Watch” in 2011. Mr. 
Lebrun was a member of Ailey II and 
joined the Company in 2008.

AliCiA GrAF MACK (Columbia, 
MD) trained at Ballet Royale Institute 
of Maryland under Donna Pidel and 
attended summer intensives at the School 
of American Ballet and American Ballet 
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Theatre. Prior to dancing with Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater from 2005 to 
2008, Mrs. Mack was a principal dancer 
with Dance Theatre of Harlem and a 
member of Complexions. In addition to 
several galas and festivals, she has been a 
guest performer with Alonzo King LINES 
Ballet and with André 3000 and Beyoncé at 
Radio City Music Hall. She is the recipient 
of the Columbia University Medal of 
Excellence and Smithsonian Magazine’s 
Young Innovator Award. Mrs. Mack 
graduated magna cum laude with honors 
in history from Columbia University and 
received an M.A. in nonprofit management 
from Washington University in St. Louis. 
She rejoined the Company in 2011.

MiCHAEl FrAnCiS McBriDE 
(Johnson City, NY) began his training 
at the Danek School of Performing 
Arts and later trained at Amber Perkins 
School of the Arts in Norwich, NY. Mr. 
McBride attended Earl Mosley’s Institute 
of the Arts for two consecutive summers 
and was also assistant to Mr. Mosley 
when he set the piece Saddle UP! on the 
Company in 2007. In January 2012, Mr. 
McBride performed and taught as a Guest 
Artist with the JUNTOS Collective in 
Guatemala. Mr. McBride graduated magna 
cum laude from the Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. 
Program in Dance in 2010 after he joined 
the Company in 2009.

rACHAEl MclArEn (Manitoba, 
Canada) began her formal dance training 
at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School. 
After graduating high school, she joined 
the Toronto cast of Mamma Mia!  Ms. 
McLaren moved to New York City to 
study at The Ailey School as a scholarship 
student and later joined Ailey II. She has 
performed works by Karole Armitage, 
Dwight Rhoden, Francesca Harper, and 
Nilas Martins. Ms. McLaren joined the 
Company in 2008.

AiSHA MiTCHEll (Syracuse, NY) 
received her primary dance training at the 
Onondaga Dance Institute, Dance Centre 
North, and with Anthony Salatino of 
Syracuse University.  She studied at North 
Carolina Dance Theatre, LINES Ballet 
School, The Joffrey Ballet School, and 
The Ailey School as a scholarship student. 
Ms. Mitchell is a graduate of the Ailey/
Fordham B.F.A. Program in Dance and was 
a member of Ailey II. She performed works 
by choreographers Alonzo King, Dwight 
Rhoden, Debbie Allen, Seán Curran, and 
Nacho Duato. She recently served as co-
choreographer for the Syracuse Opera’s 
Les Pecheurs de Perles. Ms. Mitchell was 

also a medalist at the NAACP National 
ACT-SO competition. She joined the 
Company in 2008.

AKUA noni PArKEr (Kinston, NC) 
began her ballet training at the age of 
three and moved to Wilmington, DE at 
age twelve to continue her professional 
training at the Academy of the Dance. 
In 2000, she joined Dance Theatre of 
Harlem, where she danced lead roles in 
Agon, Giselle, and The Four Temperaments. 
Thereafter, she danced with Cincinnati 
Ballet and Ballet San Jose. Ms. Parker  
joined the Company in 2008.

BElEn PErEyrA (Lawrence, MA) began 
her formal dance training at the Boston 
Arts Academy, where she graduated as 
valedictorian. She was also a member 
of Origination Cultural Arts Center in 
Boston. Upon moving to New York City, 
Ms. Pereyra was closely mentored by 
Earl Mosley and danced with Camille A. 
Brown & Dancers for three years, during 
which time she performed at The Joyce 
Theater, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, and 
the Dancers Responding to AIDS’ annual 
events, Dance from the Heart and The Fire 
Island Dance Festival. Ms. Pereyra was an 
apprentice for Ronald K. Brown/Evidence, 
A Dance Company, and has performed 
with Lula Washington Dance Theater, 
Nathan Trice, and Roger C. Jeffrey. She 
assisted Matthew Rushing with his ballet 
Uptown for the Ailey company in 2009. 
Ms. Pereyra joined the Company in 2011.

BriAnA rEED (St. Petersburg, FL) began 
her dance training at the Academy of Ballet 
Arts and The Pinellas County Center for 
Arts. She then studied at The Ailey School 
as a scholarship student. In 1997, Ms. 
Reed graduated from The Juilliard School 
and became a member of Ailey II. In 
2010, she performed at the White House 
tribute to Judith Jamison.  She is a licensed 
GYROTONIC®  trainer. Ms. Reed joined 
the Company in 1998.

JAMAr roBErTS (Miami, FL) graduated 
from the New World School of the Arts. 
He trained at the Dance Empire of Miami 
and as a fellowship student at The Ailey 
School. Mr. Roberts was a member of 
Ailey II and Complexions. He first joined 
the Company in 2002.

SAMUEl lEE roBErTS (Quakertown, 
PA) began his dance training under 
the direction of Kathleen Johnston 
and attended The Juilliard School. He 
performed in the first international show 
of Radio City Christmas Spectacular in 

Mexico City and danced with the New 
York cast from 1999-2004. Mr. Roberts 
performed during the award ceremony at 
the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics, 
worked with Corbin Dances and Keigwin 
+ Company, and was a founding member 
of Battleworks Dance Company. In May 
2006, Mr. Roberts was named Dance 
Magazine’s “On the Rise” Dancer. He 
performed several roles in Julie Taymor’s 
film Across the Universe and the original 
opera Grendel. Mr. Roberts joined the 
Company in 2009.

KElly roBoTHAM (New York, NY) 
is a graduate of New World School of 
the Arts and trained as a scholarship 
student at The Ailey School and the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem School. She is 
also a graduate of The Juilliard School, 
where she studied under the direction of 
Lawrence Rhodes and worked with Robert 
Battle. Ms. Robotham has also performed 
works by José Limón, Martha Graham, 
Mark Morris, and Jerome Robbins. In 
2009, she was selected from The Juilliard 
Dance Division to participate in a cultural 
exchange tour to Costa Rica and soon after 
became an apprentice with River North 
Chicago Dance Company. Ms. Robotham 
was a member of Ailey II and joined the 
Company in 2011.

KAnJi SEGAwA (Kanagawa, Japan) 
began his modern dance training with 
his mother, Erika Akoh, and studied 
ballet with Kan and Ju Horiuchi at 
Unique Ballet Theatre in Tokyo. In 1997, 
Mr. Segawa came to the U.S. under the 
Japanese Government Artist Fellowship 
to train at The Ailey School. Mr. Segawa 
was a member of Ailey II from 2000-2002 
and Battleworks Dance Company from 
2002-2010. He worked extensively with 
choreographer Mark Morris from 2004-
2011, repeatedly appearing in Mr. Morris’ 
various productions, including as a 
principal dancer in John Adams’ Nixon in 
China at Metropolitan Opera. He has also 
worked with Jennifer Muller/The Works, 
Aszure Barton’s Aszure and Artists, and 
Jessica Lang Dance. Mr. Segawa joined the 
Company in 2011.

GlEnn AllEn SiMS (Long Branch, 
NJ) began his classical dance training at 
the Academy of Dance Arts in Red Bank, 
NJ. He attended The Juilliard School 
under the artistic guidance of Benjamin 
Harkarvy. In 2004, Mr. Sims was the 
youngest person to be inducted into the 
Long Branch High School’s Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame. He has been seen 
in several network television programs 

Alvin AilEy
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including BET Honors, Dancing with the 
Stars, The Today Show, and So You Think 
You Can Dance. In 2010, Mr. Sims taught 
as a master teacher in Ravenna, Italy for 
“Dance Up Ravenna,” sponsored by the 
International Dance Association, and 
performed in the White House Dance 
Series. He has performed for the King of 
Morocco and is a certified Zena Rommett 
Floor-Barre® instructor. In 2011, Mr. Sims 
wrote a featured guest blog for Dance 
Magazine.  Mr. Sims joined the Company 
in 1997.

linDA CElESTE SiMS (Bronx, NY) 
began her dance training at Ballet 
Hispanico School of Dance and is a 
graduate of LaGuardia High School of 
the Performing Arts. In 1994, Mrs. Sims 
was granted an award by the National 
Foundation for Advancement in the Arts. 
She has been highlighted in the “Best of 
2009” list in Dance Magazine and has 
performed as a guest star on So You Think 
You Can Dance, Dancing with the Stars, and 
The Today Show. She has also made guest 
appearances at the White House Dance 
Series, Youth America Grand Prix, Vail 
International Dance Festival, and galas in 
Budapest and Vienna. Mrs. Sims joined 
the Company in 1996.

JErMAinE TErry (Washington, DC) 
began his dance training in Kissimmee at 
James Dance Center. He graduated cum 
laude with a B.F.A. in Dance Performance 
from the University of South Florida, where 
he received scholarships for excellence in 
performance and choreography. Mr. Terry 
was a scholarship student at The Ailey 
School and a member of Ailey II, and he 
has performed with Buglisi Dance Theatre, 
Arch Dance, Dance Iquail, and Philadanco. 
Mr. Terry joined the Company in 2010.

MArCUS JArrEll williS (Houston, 
TX) began his formal training at the 
Johnston Performing Arts Middle School, 
the High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts, and Discovery Dance Group 
in Houston, Texas. At age 16, he moved 
to New York City and studied at The Ailey 
School as a scholarship student. Mr. Willis 
is a recipient of a Level 1 ARTS award 
given by the National Foundation for 
Advancement in the Arts and has received 
scholarships to many schools, including 
The Juilliard School. He was a member 
of Ailey II and also worked with Pascal 
Rioult Dance Theater, Dominic Walsh 
Dance Theater, and Tania Pérez-Salas 
Compañía de Danza. Mr. Willis joined the 
Company in 2008.
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MUSiC
ludwig van Beethoven

liBrETTo
 Joseph Sonnleithner

worlD PrEMiErE
vienna, november 1805

In German with  
English supertitle translations.

Presented in two acts.
Two hours, forty-five minutes

ConDUCTor
Christian Badea 

DirECTor
John Pascoe

CHorUS MASTEr
Suzanne Mallare Acton

ProDUCTion DESiGn
John Pascoe

liGHTinG DESiGn
ruth Hutson & John Pascoe

HAir & MAKEUP DESiGn
Cindy ludwig

ASSiSTAnT DirECTor
reed Fisher

STAGE MAnAGEr
Ken Saltzman

SUPErTiTlES
Dee Dorsey
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FiDElio

SynoPSiS

ACT i
In a prison in Spain in the 18th century Marzellina, daughter of 
the jailer, Rocco, rejects the attentions of her father’s assistant, 
Jacquino, who hopes to marry her. Her heart is set instead on 
the new errand boy, Fidelio. The latter, a hardworking lad, 
arrives with provisions and dispatches, and is distressed by 
Marzellina’s interest in him, especially since it has the blessing 
of Rocco. Fidelio is in fact Leonora, a noblewoman of Seville 
who has come to the jail disguised as a boy to find her husband, 

Florestan, a political prisoner languishing somewhere in chains. 
When Rocco mentions a man lying near death in the vaults 
below, Leonora, suspecting it might be Florestan, begs Rocco 
to take her on his rounds. He agrees, though the governor of 
the prison, Don Pizarro, allows only Rocco in the lower levels 
of the dungeon.
 As soldiers assemble in the courtyard, Pizarro learns from 
the dispatches brought to him that Don Fernando, minister of 
state, is on his way to inspect the fortress. At this news the 
governor resolves to kill Florestan, his enemy, without delay 
and orders Rocco to dig a grave for the victim in the dungeon. 
Leonora, overhearing his plan, realizes Pizarro’s evil nature and 
the plight of his victim. After praying for strength to save her 
husband and keep up hope, she again begs Rocco to let her 
accompany him to the condemned man’s cell - and also to allow 
the other prisoners a few moments of air in the courtyard. The 
gasping men relish their glimpse of freedom but are ordered 
back by Pizarro, who hurries Rocco off to dig Florestan’s grave. 
With apprehension, Leonora follows him into the dungeon.

ACT ii 
In one of the lowest cells of the prison, Florestan dreams he 
sees Leonora arrive to free him. But his vision turns to despair, 
and he sinks down exhausted. Rocco and Leonora arrive and 
begin digging the grave. Florestan awakens, not recognizing his 
wife, and Leonora almost loses her composure at the familiar 
sound of his voice. Florestan moves the jailer to offer him a 
drink, and Leonora gives him a bit of bread, urging him not to 
lose faith. Rocco then blows on his whistle to signal Pizarro that 
all is ready. The governor advances with dagger drawn to strike, 
but Leonora stops him with a pistol. At this moment a trumpet 
sounds from the battlements: Don Fernando has arrived. Rocco 
leads Pizarro out to meet him as Leonora and Florestan rejoice 
in each other’s arms. 
 In the prison courtyard, Don Fernando proclaims justice 
for all. He is amazed when Rocco brings his friend Florestan 
before him and relates the details of Leonora’s heroism. Pizarro 
is arrested, and Leonora herself removes Florestan’s chains. The 
other prisoners are freed, and the crowd hails Leonora.

—courtesy of Opera News

Cast
In order of vocal appearance

Jaquino ....................................................Bradley Wisk*†
Joyce Cohn Young Artist

Marzellina ................................................. Angela Theis†
DeRoy Testamentary Foundation Young Artist

rocco .................................................... Per Bach Nissen*

leonora ...........................Christine Goerke (13, 17, 20)*
Ileana Montalbetti (19, 21)*

Don Pizarro ......................................Carsten Wittmoser*

First Prisoner ...........................................Nicholas Fitzer

Second Prisoner .......................................... Errin Brooks

Florestan  ....................Erik Nelson Werner (13, 17, 20)*
Jason Wickson (19, 21)

Don Fernando ...........................................Ricardo Lugo*

* Michigan Opera Theatre debut
† Barbara Gibson Young Artist Apprentice Program

After the show, go online and share your comments with other operagoers. 
 

Visit www.michiganopera.org and tell us your thoughts.
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FiDElio

With Martin Luther King’s  
“I Have a Dream” speech as 
a prime example, perhaps it’s 

not too obvious to say that the greatest 
men and women are in fact always 
dreamers and visionaries who work 
endlessly to make their visions a reality.  
There are endless quotes on this subject 
that spring to mind: Freidrich Hebbel’s 
“The human being is a blind man who 
dreams that he can see,” and Oscar 
Wilde’s “We are all in the gutter, but 
some of us are looking at the stars.”
 With his position among the veritable 
titans of the musical world, I believe  
that there has been no greater dreamer 
than Beethoven. His dream was that 
through love comes justice and freedom 
from oppression. This is clearly stated 
by Don Fernando in the final moment 
of Fidelio: “Es sucht der Brüder, und 
kann er helfen, hilft er gern: A brother 
seeks his brothers, and gladly helps if 
help he can.”

Beethoven’s obsession with the 
idea of freedom and justice was 

evidently inspired by his historical 
positioning at the end of the 18th 
century with its massive social 
convulsions, as the ideas of liberty and 
justice started to replace those of the 
French world of aristocratic 
privilege. It is perhaps worth 
remembering that in that 
corrupt society of absolute 
power, virtually anyone could 
be imprisoned without trial 
simply by use of the infamous 
carte blanche.  
 It would be comforting to 
know that with the passage 
of more than two hundred years since 
the opera’s composition, the idea of 
imprisonment without trial or jury 
had become a thing of the past, but 

this is simply not the case. Beethoven’s 
message is sadly still as potent today 
as it was at the time of its writing. 

Knowing that this dream 
of justice is in fact eternal, 
but also wanting to allow 
Beethoven to speak to us 
with his own voice, I have 
used the time period to 
remain at the center of my 
production. Only as the 
prisoners are finally freed do 
we see that they come from 

an endless range of eras.
 Finally, in trying to find the center 
of an opera that seems at first sight 
to lurch from comic opera to divine 

melodrama, I was truly inspired by a 
statement from Wilhelm Furtwängler, 
who wrote that “Fidelio is a Mass, not 
an opera.” The semi-religious world 
of justice and freedom that Beethoven 
explored in his uniquely personal and 
hybrid form is clearly surreal — it is, 
quite simply, a dream. I have tried to 
present it as such. 
 In my production, the unjustly 
imprisoned Florestan is supported  
in the darkest night by the same 
endlessly repeated vision of love  
and justice. Beethoven called that 
dream “FIDELIO.”

John Pascoe  
January 2013, Lucca. Italy

BEETHovEn’S DrEAM 
oF 

FrEEDoM & JUSTiCE
Notes from the director

Beethoven’s 
message is as 
potent today

as it was at 
the time of 
its writing.
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MUSiC
Giuseppe Verdi

liBrETTo
Antonio Ghislanzoni

worlD PrEMiErE 
Cairo, December 1871

In Italian with 
English supertitle translations.

Presented in four acts.
Three hours, fifteen minutes.

ConDUCTor
Steven Mercurio 

DirECTor
Bliss Hebert

CHorUS MASTEr 
Suzanne Mallare Acton

CHorEoGrAPHEr
Rosa Mercedes

ProDUCTion DESiGn
Allen Charles Klein 

liGHTinG DESiGn 
Thomas Hase

HAir & MAKEUP DESiGn
 Cindy Ludwig

ASSiSTAnT DirECTor 
John de los Santos

STAGE MAnAGEr 
Ken Saltzman

SUPErTiTlES 
Roberto Mauro

dErOy tEStAMEntAry FOundAtiOn
Opening night Performance Sponsor

idA & COnrAd H. SMitH EndOWMEnt  
FOr MiCHiGAn OPErA tHEAtrE 

May 18  Performance Sponsor

General Motors Foundation and Cadillac 
— Spring Opera Season Sponsor
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AiDA

SynoPSiS

Setting: Ancient Egypt, in the cities of Memphis and Thebes

ACT i, Scene one
In the royal palace at Memphis
Radamès, a young captain of the guard, learns from the high 
priest, Ramfis, that Ethiopia has again attacked and invaded 
Egypt’s southern border, and that a new army commander has 
been selected by the goddess, Isis. Alone, Radamès hopes he is 
the chosen one, envisioning a glorious victory so he can free 
his beloved Aida, the Ethiopian slave of Amneris, the King’s 
daughter. Amneris, who loves Radamès herself, comes in and 
questions him shrewdly; her suspicion that he loves her slave 
increases when Aida enters. The King has urgently called his 
court together to hear a messenger report that the Ethiopian 
army, led by King Amonasro, is marching on Thebes. The 
Egyptian King announces Radamès appointment as Egyptian 
commander and leads the assemblage in a battle hymn. “Return 
victorious!” cries Amneris, echoed by the people, and, alone, 
Aida repeats the words, appalled that her beloved is going off to 
battle her father, her family and her people—for Aida is in fact 
the princess of Ethiopia. Torn by conflicting loyalties, she begs 
the gods for mercy.   

Scene Two
In the temple of Fthà
Radamès is dressed in the sacred armor during a solemn 
ceremony of consecration to the services of his country. The 
fate of Egypt is in his hands. 

ACT ii, Scene one
Radamès has beaten the Ethiopians, and on the morning of his 
triumphal return Amneris is groomed by her ladies-in-waiting 
and distracted from her romantic daydreaming by a group of 
court musicians and dancers. At Aida’s approach she dismisses 
her attendants, hoping to confirm her impression that Aida 
loves Radamès. To test her, she claims Radamès has died in 
battle, then says he lives. Certain from Aida’s reactions that this 
mere slave is her rival for Radamès’ love, Amneris threatens 
her and leaves for the festivities as Aida follows in despair, 
reiterating her prayer.  

Scene Two
At the gate of Thebes, the people welcome the returning army 
bringing captured golden idols and treasures; triumphal dances 
are performed. Radamès is borne in to be crowned with a wreath 
by Amneris. Ethiopian captives too, are led in, among them 
Aida’s father, King Amonasro, who remains unrecognized. In an 
aside he warns her not to betray his hand, then pleads for his 
fellow prisoner’s lives. Ramfis and the priests urge death for the 
captives, but Radamès intercedes, supported by the pleas of the 
prisoners and the populace. Since the commander is the hero 
of the hour, the King releases all but Amonasro and Aida, then 
presents Radamès with the hand of Amneris, dashing Aida’s and 
Radamès’ dreams of happiness together.  

ACT iii
On a moonlit bank of the Nile
Ramfis leads Amneris into the temple of Isis for prenuptial 
prayers. Aida arrives for a secret meeting with Radamès; 
overcome with nostalgia, she laments her conquered homeland.  
Startled out of her reverie by Amonasro, she learns that her 
father is plotting a new attack and he proposes that Aida 
trick Radamès into revealing the route of the Egyptian army.  
Horrified at the proposal, Aida nevertheless succumbs to her 
father’s demands. Amonasro hides as Radamès appears, ardent 
with promises to make Aida his bride after his coming victory 
in the renewed war.  She suggests instead that they run off 
together, asking what route his army will take. No sooner has 
he answered than Amonasro steps out, triumphantly revealing 
his identity as King of Ethiopia.  Amneris, leaving the temple, 
overhears the betrayal and denounces Radamès. Amonasro 
lunges at her with a dagger, but Radamès shields her and 
surrenders himself to Ramfis as the two Ethiopians escape.  

ACT iv, Scene one
In a temple of judgment
Amneris determines to save Radamès. When he is led in, she 
offers to spare his life if he will renounce Aida. This he says he 
will never do. Enraged, Amneris sends him to his doom but 
immediately repents, listening in despair as the priests three 
times demand that he defend himself. Three times he is silent.  
They condemn him, and when they file past, Amneris pleads 
with them to let him live.  When they refuse, she curses them.  

Scene Two
Radamès, buried alive in a vault beneath the temple, turns his 
last thoughts to Aida, who physically and emotionally spent 
by the ordeal of her escape and the capture and death of her 
father, now appears to have hidden in the crypt earlier that day 
to share his fate. Radamès tries vainly to dislodge the stone 
that locks them in. Bidding farewell to earth, the lovers greet 
eternity while above them in the temple the repentant Amneris 
prays for Radamès’ soul.  

~Courtesy of San Francisco Opera

Cast
In order of vocal appearance

ramfis ............................................................Peter Volpe

radamès ..............................Riccardo Massi (11, 15, 18)*
Rosario La Spina (17, 19)*

Amneris ....................... Anita Rachvelishvili (11, 15, 18)*
Performances supported by the  

Barbara Williams Principal Artist Fund
Milijana Nikolic (17, 19)*

Aida ..................................... Latonia Moore (11, 15, 18)*
Yannick-Muriel Noah (17, 19)*

King of Egypt ..............................................Andrew Gray

Messenger .................................................Bradley Wisk†
Joyce Cohn Young Artist

High Priestess ............................................Angela Theis†
DeRoy Testamentary Foundation Young Artist

Amonasro ..............................................Gordon Hawkins

Eisenhower Dance Ensemble

* Michigan Opera Theatre debut
† Barbara Gibson Young Artist Apprentice Program

Michigan Opera Theatre last produced Aida in April 2006.

Lindsay Chirio
Andrew Cribbetts

Alicia Cutaia
Thomas Fant

Katharine Larson

Molly McMullen
Will Jordan Peake
Matthew Schmitz

Morgan “Mo” Williams
Emily Zatursky
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AiDA

Milijana Nikolic was 
five years old when 
she fell in love with 

opera after hearing it on the 
radio. “I took up trying to 
imitate it,” she says, “and my 
parents didn’t know if they 
should send me to a doctor, or 
what!” 
 The mezzo-soprano, who 
sings the role of Amneris in 
this spring’s Aida, would have 
to wait a dozen years to pursue 
singing formally. Throughout 
her childhood she trained on 
various musical instruments, 
but there were no voice 
teachers in her hometown of 
Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia, 
about 40 miles west of 
Belgrade.
 At 17, an instructor 
recognized Milijana’s gift for 
singing and, a year later, she competed 
to join La Scala’s Academy for Young 
Singers. This being the first and only 
time the Academy came to Belgrade in 
search of talent, it was a one-shot deal 
for the teen.
 From a field of hundreds of hopefuls 
from throughout the country, Milijana 
placed first, and was off to Milan.
 Her husband, tenor Rosario La Spina, 
took a markedly different path to opera. 
Unlike his wife, he had no formal music 
training as a child. And, apparently, he 
didn’t need any.
 By age 12 he was a professional 
singer appearing on national Australian 
television shows such as Hi Hello. At 16, 

he traveled to England with a singing 
group, but it disbanded after three years 
of touring. Needing to make a career 
decision, at 19 he became an apprentice 
bricklayer with his father. Fate struck 
— violently — four years later when an 
exploding rock cutter landed him in the 
hospital with an injured arm.
 Rosario resolved to never lay bricks 
again. (Though Milijana quips, “I told 
him that if the singing doesn’t work out, 
he can still build me a house.”)
 Encouraged by his younger sister, 
a professional musician, to get formal 
voice training, Rosario entered Sydney 
Conservatorium at age 22 and later was 
accepted at La Scala’s Academy, where he 
met his future wife.

As with this production of Aida, the 
couple has been fortunate to be cast 

together in a few productions, often as 
tragic lovers. Rosario enjoys playing Don 
Jose to her Carmen, where, he jokes, “I 
get to kill Mili every night.”  
But in Aida, it’s his character who suffers 
a brutal end.
 Being on stage with your wife is a 
different musical experience, Rosario 
says.
 “When I’m singing with Mili, for 
instance, during the fourth act duet,  

I listen more intently. You always 
care, you always want the other 
performers to do well, but now 
you care even more.” The role 
of Radames is wrought with 
challenges, he said, noting the 
colossal Act I aria, “Celeste 
Aida,” and the physical energy 
required to sustain a three-hour 
performance. But the demands 
enhance the experience. “I love 
singing heroic roles, especially 
in an opera as beautiful as Aida,” 
he said.
 Describing Rosario as “the most 
relaxed singer I know,” Milijana 
admits that every performance 
invites at least a touch of anxiety 
for her.
 “I listen nervously until his first 
entrance, then I say ‘everything’s 
going to be okay.’ ” 
 And always, she said, it is.

 For Milijana, the role of Amneris has 
its challenges as well. “Musically, it tests 
the voice from top to bottom, and you 
have to sing it beautifully — as every 
Verdi role requires.”
 “She’s a princess in every meaning 
of the word. Glamorous, wants things 
done her way. When Radames rejects 
her for Aida, the real bitch comes out. 
But she tries to save Radames from death 
because she has a heart, too.”
 Like many opera singers, Rosario and 
Milijana measure their commute to work 
in the hundreds, sometimes thousands, 
of miles from home. Performing in 
Detroit is no exception. Yet when asked 
where “home” is, the couple has many 
answers from which to choose. They 
consider Australia home to them, for 
its lifestyle and year-round sunshine, 
and Rosario’s kin. Serbia is home, too, 
because of Milijana’s family connections. 
And Italy feels like home because they 
lived there for several years. They keep 
apartments in both Brisbane and Milan. 
 For Rosario, Mili and, now, five-
month-old Enrico, home is as much 
an idea as it is any one geographical 
location.
 “Home,” says Milijana, “is wherever 
we are together.”

FAMILY OPERATION
Husband and wife star in Aida

rosario, mili and enrico enjoy a day at the beach.

As radames and Amneris in opera 
Australia’s Aida.

By Mitch carter
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suzanne Mallare acton
Chorus Master, Fidelio, Aida
 As long-term Chorus Master of MOT, 
Suzanne Acton has received wide critical 
acclaim for her choral direction involving 
more than 125 productions in seven 
languages. Conducting credits include 
West Side Story, Barber of Seville, Music 
Man, Pirates of Penzance, The Mikado, 
Daughter of the Regiment, Carmen, La Traviata and Carmina 
Burana with The Medium for MOT; My Fair Lady and La 
Traviata for Dayton Opera; Merry Widow and Madame Butterfly 
for Artpark; and Tosca for Augusta Opera. As founding director 
of the MOT Children’s Chorus, Ms. Acton was instrumental in 
developing the inaugural 2007-08 season.

christian Badea
Conductor, Fidelio
 Conductor Christian Badea most 
recently appeared with the company 
for 2010’s Don Giovanni. He has 
received acclaim throughout his career, 
encompassing prestigious engagements 
in the foremost concert halls and opera 
houses of Europe, North America and 
Asia. As a guest at the Metropolitan Opera for many years, Mr. 
Badea conducted over 170 performances in a wide variety of 
repertoire including Don Giovanni, Boris Godunov, Tosca, La 
Bohème, Madame Butterfly and La fanciulla del west, as well as 
the Gala Opening of the 1990-91 season with Mirella Freni 
and Placido Domingo.

christine Goerke
Leonora, Fidelio (13, 17, 20)
 Soprano Christine Goerke makes her 
company debut this spring, and has 
appeared in the major opera houses of 
the world including the Metropolitan 
Opera, San Francisco Opera, Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, Royal Opera House Covent 
Garden, Paris Opera, La Scala, Teatro Real in Madrid, and the 
Saito Kinen Festival. She has sung many of the great soprano 
roles, beginning with the heroines of Mozart and Handel, 
and now moving into dramatic soprano repertoire where she 
recently received acclaim for her portrayals of the title roles in  
Aridane auf Naxos and Elektra, Leonora in Fidelio, Ortrud in 
Lohengrin, Eboli in Don Carlos and Brünnhilde in Die Walküre. 

andrew Gray
King of Egypt, Aida
 Australian-American bass baritone 
Andrew Gray has appeared several times 
with the company in such roles as Colline 
in La Bohème, Pooh-Bah in The Mikado, 
Figaro in Marriage of Figaro, Nourabad in 
Pearl Fishers, Masetto in Don Giovanni, 
Angelotti in Tosca, and Mr. Lindquist in 
A Little Night Music, all since his debut in Nabucco in 2009. 
This season, Mr. Gray sings Antonio in Marriage of Figaro with 
the Orlando Philharmonic and performs the role of Bottom in 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream with Opera Naples. He is also a 
former young artist apprentice of Michigan Opera Theatre.

thoMas hase
Lighting Designer, Aida
 Thomas Hase’s work in the United 
States includes designing for Los Angeles, 
New York City, Seattle, Minnesota, Dallas, 
Florida Grand, Goodspeed, Portland, 
and New Orleans Operas; Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park; Center Stage 
Theatre; Alliance Theatre; Dallas Theater 
Center; Milwaukee Repertory Theatre; Repertory Theatre of 
St. Louis; and Maine State Music Theater. Mr. Hase recently 
designed John Doyle’s Company on Broadway and The Rise 
and Fall of the City of Mahagonny at Los Angeles Opera, both 
to international critical acclaim and released on DVD.

Gordon hawkins
Amonasro, Aida
 American Gordon Hawkins, who most 
recently appeared with the company in last 
spring’s Pagliacci, is critically acclaimed 
throughout the world for his in-depth 
interpretations and luxuriant baritone 
voice. This season he reprises the roles 
of Alberich in Siegfried at Teatro de la 
Maestranza in Seville and Telramund in Lohengrin at Deutsche 
Oper Berlin, will sing Scarpia in Tosca with Arizona Opera, and 
Amonasro in Aida with Cincinnati Opera. In future seasons 
Mr. Hawkins will perform with Opera Colorado and return to 
both Deutsche Oper Berlin and Washington National Opera.

Bliss heBert
Stage Director, Aida
 Bliss Hebert has staged over 200 
productions of more than 80 operas with 
25 different companies. Recent notable 
engagements include a highly acclaimed 
production of Der Rosenkavalier for 
Florentine Opera, Salome and Madame 
Butterfly for Florida Grand Opera, La 
Bohème for Atlanta Opera, and La Traviata and Turandot for 
Dallas Opera. His new production of  Aida has been seen at 
Florida Grand, Michigan and Florentine Operas, and will be 
seen in Cincinnati in 2013. His new production of La Traviata 
has been seen at Florida Grand Opera and Cincinnati Opera.

ruth hutson
Lighting Designer, Fidelio
 Ruth Hutson designs for the company 
for the first time this spring. Favorite 
companies for her extensive opera designs 
include Washington National, San Diego, 
Virginia, Amarillo, Indianapolis, San 
Antonio, and Pensacola Operas, as well 
as Opera Company of Philadelphia and 
Spoleto Festival, USA, where she has been 
involved for 15 seasons. Recently, Ms. Hutson designed at 
London’s O2 Arena for The Gift of Music. Previously, the show 
(a collaboration with Dame Julie Andrews) enjoyed great 
success in a national tour during the summer of 2008, the 
highlight of which was performing at the Hollywood Bowl.
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allen charles klein
Set Designer, Aida
 American designer Allen Charles Klein 
is one of the world’s most sought-after 
scenic artists. The only American designer 
to have focused his career exclusively on 
production and design for the operatic 
stage, his work has been featured by many 
of the world’s great opera companies 
and festivals, including the Metropolitan Opera, Opéra de 
Montréal, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Vienna State Opera, the 
Edinburgh Festival and the Glyndebourne Festival. His 
designs were most recently seen at the company for 2011’s 
Marriage of Figaro, and other recent MOT productions 
include Turandot and Rigoletto.

rosario la sPina
Radames, Aida (17, 19)
 Debuting  with the company this 
spring, Rosario La Spina is Australia’s pre-
eminent tenor, having performed more 
than 20 leading roles at the Sydney Opera 
House. He is a frequent guest soloist 
with the Sydney, Melbourne, Queensland 
and Adelaide Symphony Orchestras; his 
discography includes Puccini Romance 
with the Queensland Symphony, the Prince in Rusalka 
under Richard Hickox, and Rosario with the Orchestre 
Philharmonique de Monte Carlo. In 2013, Mr. La Spina 
appears in the United States, Japan, Taiwan, Australia and 
New Zealand singing Don Alvaro in La forza del destino, Don 
José in Carmen, Radames in Aida, and Verdi’s Requiem.

cindy ludwiG
Hair & Makeup Designer, Fidelio, Aida
 Cindy Ludwig most recently designed 
last fall’s Julius Caesar for the company, 
having previously been with MOT for 13 
seasons through 2000, and returning for 
2011’s Rigoletto. She has been involved 
with over 225 opera productions 
throughout the Americas since 1987 
with more than 28 opera companies, including Baltimore, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Glimmerglass, Miami, Palm Beach, 
Sarasota and Syracuse. Ms. Ludwig was the wig designer 
for Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey Clown College from 
1989 until its closing in 1998, and has also worked in film, 
television and on Broadway.

ricardo luGo
Don Fernando, Fidelio
 Puerto Rican bass Ricardo Lugo has 
participated in Metropolitan Opera 
productions of Ariadne auf Naxos, The 
Nose, La Gioconda, Adrina Lecouvreur, 
Macbeth, The Gambler and Salome, and 
made his debut with San Francisco Opera 
singing Reinmar von Zweter in Tannhäuser. Most recently 
he sang Leporello in Don Giovanni with Teatro de la Opera 
and Tio Salvador in La vida breve with Festival Casals. Other 
recent and upcoming engagements include his return to 
the Metropolitan Opera roster, Timur in Turandot with the 
Opera de Puerto Rico, his role debut of Don Pasquale, and 
Dulcamara in Opera Memphis’ Elixer of Love.

ricardo Massi
Radames, Aida (11, 15, 18)
 Italian tenor Riccardo Massi makes 
his company debut this spring, and is 
rapidly earning international recognition 
as an exciting spinto tenor. A specialist 
in the handling of ancient and medieval 
weapons, he financed his musical studies 
working as a stuntman in several films 
and series, including Martin Scorsese’s Gangs of New York, 
ABC’s “Empire,” and HBO’s “Rome.” Mr. Massi made his 
operatic debut in 2009 as Radames in Aida in Salerno under 
Daniel Oren. In 2012 he made his debut at the Metropolitan 
Opera in Aida with Violeta Urmana, sung Tosca in Avignon, 
and Norma at Terme di Caracalla in Rome.

rosa Mercedes
Choreographer, Aida
 Spanish choreographer Rosa Mercedes 
made her company debut choreographing 
Aida in 2006 and returned in 2007 
for Turandot. A featured dancer and 
choreographer with many of the world’s 
leading opera companies, she has 
worked with the Metropolitan Opera, 
Opera di Roma, Florida Grand Opera and Baltimore Opera, 
among others. Ms. Mercedes has choreographed numerous 
productions, including La Gioconda, Salome, Don Giovanni 
and Carmen. She has also enjoyed a distinguished career as a 
soloist and principal dancer with the world’s foremost Spanish 
dance and Flamenco companies, and is the Founding and 
Artistic Director of Duende Ballet Español.

steven Mercurio
Conductor, Aida
 This spring marks American maestro 
Steven Mercurio’s eighteenth production 
with MOT, after most recently conducting 
last spring’s Pagliacci. An internationally 
acclaimed conductor and composer 
whose musical versatility encompasses 
the symphonic and operatic worlds, he 
was Music Director of the Spoleto Festival and Principal 
Conductor of the Opera Company of Philadelphia for five 
years. Mr. Mercurio is also a sought-after collaborator for 
many award winning recordings, arrangements and film 
projects. For the stage, he has conducted more than forty-five 
operas in seven different languages in many of the world’s best 
loved opera houses.

ileana MontalBetti
Leonora, Fidelio (19, 21)
 Canadian soprano Ileana Montalbetti, a 
graduate of the Canadian Opera Company 
Ensemble Studio, makes her company 
debut this spring. The current season 
includes her debuts with Edmonton 
Opera as Antonia in Tales of Hoffmann,and 
a return to the Canadian Opera Company to cover both 
Leonora in Il Trovatore and Rosalinde in Die Fledermaus. Ms. 
Montalbetti also appeared as Rosalinde in a New Year’s Day 
concert with the Guelph Sympony Orchestra, and makes 
a return to her hometown of Saskatoon for a solo recital 
presented by the Lyell Gustin Recital Series. 
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latonia Moore
Aida, Aida (11, 15, 18)
 American soprano Latonia Moore makes 
her company debut this spring. She made 
an unexpected and triumphant debut at 
the Metropolitan Opera in March 2012, 
replacing Violeta Urmana as Aida in a 
performance broadcast on live radio, and 
was received rapturously by the press and 
public alike. Ms. Moore began this season with her debut 
at the Berlin Philharmonic as Bess in concert performances 
of Porgy and Bess, and next sang Aida for Dallas Opera. She 
also sings that role this season for San Diego and Cincinnati 
Operas, and appears in concert with the Colorado Symphony 
Orchestra with Andrew Litton and at the Ravinia Festival.

MiliJana nikolic
Amneris, Aida (17, 19)
 Serbian-born soprano Milijana Nikolic 
makes her company debut this spring. A 
graduate of the Academy for Soloists at La 
Scala, Milan, she has sung the title role in 
Carmen in Finland, Japan, and throughout 
Australia and New Zealand; Eboli in 
Don Carlo in Korea and Hong Kong; and 
the title role in Vivaldi’s Juditha Triumphans at the Macerata 
Festival. Ms. Nikolic appears frequently with Opera Australia 
in such roles as Carmen, Amneris in Aida, Azucena in Il 
trovatore, Venus in Tannhäuser and Ulrica in A Masked Ball. In 
2013, she sings Carmen and Azucena for Opera Australia and 
makes important role debuts in Finland and Adelaide.

Per Bach nissen
Rocco, Fidelio
 Danish bass Per Bach Nissen debuts 
with the company this spring. He joined 
the ensemble at Hannover State Opera this 
season, where his performances include 
Prince Gremin in Eugene Onegin, Veit 
Pogner in Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg, 
Boris in Lady Macbeth from Mtsensk, and 
Il Gran Inquisitore in Don Carlos. Last season he made his 
U.S. debut at Opera Company of Philadelphia as Osmin in Die 
Entführung aus dem Serail, and at Schleswig Holsteinisches 
Landestheater he performed the roles of Eremit in Der 
Freischütz and Lothario in Mignon.

yannick-Muriel noah
Aida, Aida (17, 19)
 Canadian soprano Yannick-Muriel Noah 
makes her company debut this spring, 
and is recognized in Europe and North 
America for her sumptuous lyricism and 
the dramatic intensity of her portrayals. 
She enjoyed a personal triumph as 
Madame Butterfly with the Canadian Opera 
Company, a role she later repeated for 
Staatsoper Hannover and covered for San Francisco Opera. 
Further European engagements include Aida and La Wally 
for Stadttheater Klagenfurt, Ariadne auf Naxos and Aida in 
Heidelberg, and Margherita in Mefistofele in Valencia (opposite 
Ramón Vargas, conducted by Maestro Nicola Luisotti).

John Pascoe
Stage Director & Production Designer, Fidelio
 British-born American John Pascoe 
made his MOT debut in 1984 with Anna 
Bolena starring Joan Sutherland. He has 
returned often, recently designing the sets 
and costumes for David DiChiera’s Cyrano, 
and most recently directed Tosca in 2010. 
Mr. Pascoe designed Julius Caesar for the 
English National Opera, and his productions have been seen 
in Chicago, San Francisco, Dallas, Houston, Rome, Cannes, 
Munich and London. Recently his production of Don Giovanni 
was seen at Kennedy Center, Dallas Opera and Florida Grand 
Opera, and his production of Donizetti’s Lucrezia Borgia 
featuring Renee Fleming was revived and filmed for HD release 
at San Francisco Opera.

anita rachvelishvili 
Amneris, Aida (11, 15, 18)
 A native of Tbilisi, Georgia, mezzo- 
soprano Anita Rachvelishvili makes her 
company debut this spring. She has  
performed at Milan’s La Scala, the 
Metropolitan Opera, Munich’s Bavarian 
State Opera, Berlin State Opera, Deutsche 
Oper Berlin, Canadian Opera Company, 
the Arena di Verona, and Seattle Opera. Recent engagements 
include Isabella in L’Italiana in Algeri at La Scala, Orfeo in Orfeo 
ed Euridice at the Perelada Festival, and Dalila in Samson et 
Dalila in concert with Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw Orchestra. 
A graduate of the La Scala’s young artist program, she served as 
a member of the Tbilisi Opera House from 2006 to 2007.

anGela theis
Marzellina, Fidelio; Priestess, Aida
 Grosse Pointe native Angela Theis 
returns to the company after most recently 
appearing in 2011’s Marriage of Figaro. The 
soprano also appears this season as Mabel 
in Pirates of Penzance at Eugene Opera 
and Johanna in Sweeney Todd at Syracuse 
Opera.  Other recent operatic credits 
include Zerlina in Don Giovanni, Gretel in Hansel and Gretel, 
Pamina in Magic Flute, Frasquita in Carmen, and Barbarina in 
Marriage of Figaro.  During her residency with Utah Opera, 
Ms. Theis sang Beth in Little Women and the Dew Fairy 
in Hansel and Gretel, and was a three-time soloist with Utah 
Symphony.

Peter volPe
Ramphis, Aida
 American bass Peter Volpe most recently 
appeared with the company in 2007’s 
Cyrano. He continually receives critical 
and popular acclaim on four continents. In 
the current season, performances include 
Sparafucile in Rigoletto at Manitoba Opera, 
Ferrando in Il Trovatore at Arizona Opera, 
Zuniga in Carmen at Florentine Opera, the bass soloist in 
Verdi’s Requiem with the Chattanooga Symphony, and his role 
debut as Daland in Flying Dutchman with Glimmerglass Opera. 
In addition, Mr. Volpe will perform Raimondo in Lucia di 
Lammermoor with Portland Opera and Philip II in Don Carlo at 
Austin Lyric Opera.
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erik nelson werner
Florestan, Fidelio (13, 17, 20)
 Tenor Erik Nelson Werner makes his 
company debut this spring. Most recently, 
he made his Lyric Opera of Chicago 
debut as Grigori in Boris Godunov, and 
later returned to the role of Siegmund in 
Die Walküre with Britain’s Opera North. 
In the current season, he debuts the role 
of Florestan with Opéra de Rouen in France and joins the 
Dayton Opera for an all-Wagner concert. Mr. Werner made his 
debut at the Opéra de Colombia in Bogotà during the summer 
of 2012 as the title role in Tannhäuser and tenor soloist in 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, both under the baton of Gustavo 
Dudamel. 

Jason wickson
Florestan, Fidelio (19, 21)
 Tenor Jason Wickson last appeared with 
the company in 2011’s Marriage of Figaro. 
Possessing a voice that is currently being 
recognized for its vast power and beauty, 
the Detroit native this season performs 
Don Jose in Carmen with Piedmont Opera 
and the tenor soloist in Stravinsky’s Les 
Noces with Great Lakes Chamber Music 
Festival, makes his role debut as Macduff in Verdi’s Macbeth 
with Opera in the Heights, debuts the role of Dick Johnson in 
La Fanciulla del West with Mobile Opera, and makes his role 
debut as Erik in Flying Dutchman with the Princeton Festival.

Bradley wisk
Jacquino, Fidelio; Messenger, Aida
 Tenor Bradley Wisk makes his company 
debut this spring. He has performed for 
the celebrity judges of America’s Got Talent 
at the Orpheum Theatre in Los Angeles, 
where he also worked with vocal coach 
Seth Riggs. In 2011, Mr. Wisk performed in 
the Marcello Giordani master class, was a 
district winner of the Metropolitan Opera Competition, and 
performed at the Herbst Theatre in San Francisco. In 2009, 
he performed with the Verdi Chorus as a leading soloist, and 
has won the Nicholas Loren Competition, second place in the 
Santa Barbara Performing Arts Foundation Competition, and a 
scholarship from the L.A Opera Buffs.

carsten wittMoser
Don Pizzaro, Fidelio
 German bass Carsten Wittmoser debuts 
with the company this spring. After various 
engagements with the Staatsoper Stuttgart, 
he joined their ensemble in 1997 where his 
roles included First Nazarene in Salome and 
Basilio in Barber of Seville. During that time 
Mr. Wittmoser also appeared at the Gergiev 
Festival in Rotterdam, the Bayerische Staatsoper in Munich, 
the Orff Summer Festival in Andechs and the Volksoper in 
Vienna. He also appears in concerts and recitals throughout 
the world with a wide repertoire that includes works by 
Mozart, Bach, Haydn, Puccini, Beethoven and Brahms.
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5829 West Maple Rd., Suite 117, West Bloomfield, MI 48322
248.851.4357

Your Comfort, Our Responsibility®

Regardless of age, CareMinders® Home Care offers a  
wide range of both long and short term assistance to adults.  
You or your loved one may have a temporary or permanent 

disability or illness, or may just be in need of someone to assist 
you or them with the activities of daily living.

Companion Care Services • Personal Care Services • Nursing Services



Michigan Opera Theatre Orchestra

Michigan Opera Theatre Chorus

Rackham Symphony Choir (Aida)

violin i
Charlotte Merkerson, 

Concertmaster+
Laura Leigh Roelofs, 

Assistant 
Concertmaster+

Bryan Johnston+
Andrew Wu +
Beth Kirton +
Molly Hughes +
Kevin Filewych +
Janet Sullins
Tea Prokes

violin ii
Victoria Haltom*+
Daniel Stachyra +
Henrik Karapetyan+
Anna Weller+
Emily Barkakati+
Elizabeth Rowin
Tamara Sherman

viola
John Madison*+
Scott Stefanko+
Kathleen Grimes+
Barbara Zmich+ 
James Greer

Cello
Nadine Deleury*+
Diane Bredesen+
Sarah Cleveland+ 
Stefan Koch 
Andrew McIntosh

Bass
Derek Weller*+
Clark Suttle+
Greg Sheldon

Flute
Amanda Sparfeld*+
Laura Larson+
Dennis Carter 

oboe
Nermis Mieses*+ 
Sally Pituch+

Clarinet
Brian Bowman*+
J. William King+

Bassoon
Pawel Wnuk*+
Roger Maki-Schramm

Horn
Andrew Pelletier*+
Carrie Banfield+
Susan Mutter
Tamara Kosinski

Trumpets
David Ammer*+
Gordon Simmons+
Derek Lockhart
Neil Mueller
Matthew Thomas
Clark Irwin
Mitchell Wechsler
John Hartwick

Trombone
Maury Okun*+
Greg Near+
Brian Pokorney

Cimbasso
Phillip Sinder

Timpani
Andrew Buchanan*+

Percussion
John Dorsey*+
David Taylor

Harp
Patricia Terry-Ross*+

* Principal
+ Michigan Opera 

Theatre Core 
Orchestra

Detroit Federation of 
Musicians local #5
American Federation of 
Musicians
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Brandy Adams
Gregory Ashe
Ryan Banar
Monique Bates
Emily M. Bennett
Heidi Bowen Zook
Errin Brooks
Fred Buchalter
Elizabeth Cedroni
Patrick Clampitt
Alexandria Clark

Gerianne Ditto-Harvey
Amy Dolan-Malaney
Ken Ebaugh
Joseph Edmonds
Nicholas Fitzer
Iris Fordjour-Hankins
Michael Fowler
Kurt Frank
Yvonne Friday
Joshua Glassman
Emily Goodwin

Conda Green
Branden C.S. Hood
Terry Horn
Richard Jackson, Jr.
Joseph Kim
Annie Klark
Audrey Kline
Jerrold Lee
Adrian  Leskiw
Tony Lynch
Stacey Mason

Brad Miller
Elizabeth Mitchell
David Moan
Pette Moore
Liz Pearse
Jessica Pistor
Ron Reinhart
Tami Snyder-Knutson
Stephen Stewart
Terrence Stewart
Gregory Stinson

Lucy Thompson
Kevin Truax
Tiffanie Waldron
Justin Watson
Tamara Whitty
Craig Wickham
Jeff Wilkinson
Thomas Younger

Michael Boettcher
Simone Bonino
Hannah Carroll
Joan Crawford
Karshibia Davidson
Beth Deuel
Charles Dove

Drew Gale
Donald Gay
Emily Gay
Avital Granot
Arthur Jones
Chris Jones
Wendy Keebler

Alexis Lewis
Gary Lindell
Lydia Nita
Anne Maters
Patricia Minnick
Jennifer Pasha
Steven Pejuan

Laverne Schenk
Alan Sebastian
Clifton Shaw
Kate Sikora
Bill Steiner
Ayana Thomas
Brett Thompson

Diana Turner
Linda VanBuren
Anne Marie Viviano-

Poltorak
Arthur White
Kate Williams
Will Yeats
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DAviD DiCHiErA, FOUNDER & 
GENERAL DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS
Karen VanderKloot DiChiera, Director of 

Community Programs & Learning at the 
Opera House

Carol Halsted, Director of Dance
Dewan Mitchell, Director of Bookings & 

Events Management 
Rock Monroe, Director of Safety & 

Security, DOH & DOHPC
Laura R. Nealssohn, Director of 

Communications
David W. Osborne, Director of Production
Mary Parkhill, Director of Development
Jason Warzecha, Director of Theatre & 

Parking Center Operations

ADMINISTRATION
William Austin, Executive Assistant to the 

General Director
Timothy Lentz, Archivist & Director,  

Allesee Dance & Opera Resource Library
Bryce Rudder, Senior Librarian, Allesee 

Dance & Opera Resource Library

COMMUNICATIONS
Kimberly A. Mogielski, Patron & Ticket 

Services Manager
Michael Hauser, Marketing Manager
Kimberly Gray, Ticket Services Assistant 

Manager
Felicia Burgess, Tunisia Brown, Patron & 

Ticket Services Associates
Christy Gray, Receptionist & 

Administrative Assistant
Mitchell Carter, Website Coordinator
Jeff Strayer, Communications Coordinator
John Grigaitis, Photographer
Crystal Ceo, Account Executive, Real 

Integrated Advertising
Toby Faber, BRAVO Sales
Bill Carroll, Public Relations Volunteer

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Mark Vondrak, Associate Director of 

Community Programs
Betty Lane, Operations Manager & 

Singing Voice Specialist
Dolores Tobis, Marketing Manager

TOURING ARTISTS Of COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS

Betsy Bronson, Maria Cimarelli, Dan 
Greig, Bernard Holcomb, Joseph 
Jackson, Lois Kaarre, Betty Lane, 
Debbie Lannen, Amy Dolan Malaney, 
Kim Parr, Michael Parr, Madelyn 
Porter, David Pulice, Amanda 
Sabelhaus, Karl Schmidt, Trish 
Shandor, Christopher Vaught, Mark 
Vondrak, Alvin Waddles, Karin White

COMPUTER SERVICES
John Grigaitis, Information Technology 

Manager
Shelly Ratliff, LAN Administrator

DANCE
Kim Smith, Administrative Assistant

DEVELOPMENT
Kim-Lan Trinh, Associate Director of 

Development, Planned Giving & Major 
Gifts

Leo Dovelle, Boutique Manager  
Michelle DeLand, Corporate Campaign 

Manager
Carolyn Geck, Project Manager, 

BravoBravo!
Heather Hamilton, Special Projects 

Manager
Katherine Kucharski, Foundation & 

Government Grants Manager, Database 
Consultant

Christina Wagner, Annual Fund Manager 
& Volunteer Liaison 

Stephani Yates, Dance Patron Circle 
Campaign Manager & Project Manager, 
BravoBravo!

fINANCE
Derrick Lewis, Controller
Kimberly Burgess-Rivers, Rita Winters, 

Nick Williams, Accountants

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE
 
HOUSE MANAGEMENT
Randy Elliott, House Manager

fACILITIES MANAGEMENT
Dennis Wells, Facilities Manager
Jesse Carter, Senior Building Engineer
Timothy Johnson, Building Maintenance
Bernard Williams, Building Maintenance

fOOD & BEVERAGE
Angela Donaldson, Food & Beverage 

Manager
James Young, Assistant Food & Beverage 

Manager
Edna Robinson, Culinary Manager
Barry Reid, Sous Chef

SAfETY & SECURITY
Lt. Lorraine Monroe, Supervisor
Tara Stites, Willie Wicks,  

Stage Door Officers
Lee Griffin, A.M. Hightower, Delonie 

Knott, Demetrius Newbold,  
Sgt. Daryl Stuckey, Control Center 
Officers

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE PARKING 
CENTER
Robert Neil, Manager
Paul Bolden, Event Supervisor for Parking

PRODUCTION

ADMINISTRATION
Elizabeth Anderson, Production 

Coordinator
Carolyn Geck, Production Administrator
Ken Saltzman, Stage Manager
Brian August, Nan Luchini,  

Assistant Stage Managers 
Nancy Krolikowski, Production Volunteer

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
David DiChiera, Music Director
Suzanne Mallare Acton, Assistant Music 

Director & Chorus Master
Roberto Mauro, Artistic Consultant
Diane Bredesen, Orchestra Personnel 

Manager
Jean Schneider, Repetiteur

TECHNICAL & DESIGN STAff
Daniel T. Brinker, Technical Director
Monika Essen, Property Master & Scenic 

Artist
Bobby Tacoma, Assistant Lighting 

Designer & Assistant Technical Director 
Orsin Thanasi, Technical Assistant 
Dee Dorsey, Supertitle Operator 

COSTUMES
Suzanne M. Hanna, Costume Director
Mark Baiza, Cutter/Draper
Alice Moss, Wardrobe Mistress
Katie Price, First Hand
Susan A. Fox, Stitcher

MAKEUP & HAIR
Elizabeth Geck, Assistant Wig & Makeup 

Designer

STAGE CREw
John Kinsora, Head Carpenter
Frederick Graham, Jr., Acting Head 

Electrician
Pat McGee, Acting Head Propertyman
Henry Ruiz, Head Sound
Robert Martin, Head Flyman
Gary Gilmore, Production Electrician
Mary Ellen Shuffett, Head of Wardrobe

IATSE Local #38, Stage Crew
IATSE Local #786, Wardrobe

Administration & Staff
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CAST
In order of vocal 
appearance 

The Mayor: Miles 
Eichenhorn (Emily 
Crombez)
The Swallow: Aurora 
Haziri
The Prince: Antonio 
Cipriano (Miles 
Eichenhorn)
The Seamstress’ Son: 
Isabel Rocha
The Seamstress: Anya 
Chudov (Arielle Sturr)
A rich Girl: Cassia 
Burley  
(Emily Finkelstein)
The Author: Ameerah 
Shakoor (Tyler Bouque)
The Matchgirl: Christina 
Wallag (Marielle Hill)

Parentheses denote 
understudies.
At the Friday performance, 
Isabel Rocha performs the 
Swallow and Isabelle Ross 
performs the Seamstress’ Son.

Citizens
Jamila Ammary
Tyler Bouque
Cassia Burley
Anya Chudov
Sarah Cohen
Emily Crombez
Kristen Dubicki
Elizabeth Duus
Katherine Espin
Emily Finkelstein
Amie Heitchue
Teagan Lewis
Kristina Nash
Madeleine Reardon
Marcella Staricco
Arielle Sturr
Svetha Subbiah
Lauren Ward

Children
Cooper Blankenburg
Ryan Blankenburg
Clare Brees:Oswald
Anna Chisholm
Natalie Corrigan
Gabrielle Feber
Emma Fredin
Katherine Fuller

Alexandra Hardin
Aurora Haziri
Marielle Hill
Riley Klauza
Ryan Kotlinski
Rachel Kret
Rachel Miltimore
Aditya Nambiar
John O’Dell
Danielle Phillips
Isabel Rocha
Isabelle Ross
SteFannie Savoy
Ameerah Shakoor
Jade Sibert
Caitlin Simonds
Christina Wallag

Ashley Wigton
Annie Youngs

Angels
Alexandra Aubin
Hayden Barry
Brandon Cahee
Maria Cheriyan
Caroline Cooney
Lauren Cooper
Melissa Corrigan
Edward Eichenhorn
Sydney Elms
Rebecca Feber
Jaeden Footitt
Jehnya Footitt
Zoë Frazier

Emma Guzman
Andreana Hardin
Colette Henry
Madelynn Lixie
Josie Monahan
Myles Sherwin Mathews
Emily Robinson
Kevyn Roessler
Hannah Russell
Charlotte Salisbury
Zayda Schneider
Klare Siple
Grace Tavi
Benjamin Ward
Olivia Washington

SYNOPSIS
 In the public square of a battered city, 
children dream of a better world. For 
solace, they look to the statue of the 
Happy Prince. The ruby on his sword-
hilt, the sapphires in his eyes, and the 
gold leaf covering his form remind them 
of an angel. One night while migrating 

south for winter, a carefree Swallow rests 
at the statue’s feet. The Prince speaks to 
the Swallow, revealing that when alive, he 
lived a life of pleasure secluded in a great 
mansion, and was deemed happy. But 
pleasure is not happiness, and now that he 
has been placed above the city and can see 
all of its desperation, his name has become 
truly unfitting. He begs the Swallow to 
carry out a single errand: plucking out 
his ruby and bringing it to a feverish boy 
whose mother cannot afford nourishing 
food. This the bird does, and returns. 
The Prince asks the Swallow to help him 
with but one more sacrifice: removing 
one of his sapphire-eyes, and delivering 
it to a starving author who, numb with 
cold, cannot finish his play. This, too, the 
Swallow does, and though the weather 
grows ever icier, returns to the Prince. 
The statue now begs the bird to extract 
his other eye and take it to a penniless 
matchgirl whose wares have fallen into 

the street. Though hating to do the Prince 
harm, the Swallow does as told, and flies 
the sapphire to the grateful girl. 
 The Prince is now blind, and encourages 
his friend the Swallow finally to fly south. 
But the Swallow, near frozen in body but 
warmed of heart, promises never to leave 
the Prince. And so the Prince asks the 
Swallow to do him, and the people, one 
more kindness --pecking out all of his 
gold leaf, and distributing it among the 
suffering populace. The Swallow does so, 
and now, having stayed too long in the 
wintry metropolis, dies. The Prince’s heart 
breaks. The Mayor orders the bird and 
dulled statue incinerated, for that which “is 
no longer beautiful…is no longer useful.” 
The people watch, stunned, as the bird and 
the heart of the statue, though consumed 
in flame, do not burn. A band of angels 
descends and declares the dead Swallow 
and the leaden heart of the Prince the two 
most precious things in the city.

THE HAPPy PrinCE
Composed by Malcolm Williamson
Based on the story by Oscar Wilde
Sunday, April 28, 2013, at 2:30 p.m.
Children’s opera in one act

Student Dress rehearsal
Friday, April 26, 2013, at 11 a.m.

Tickets for groups of 10 or more, 
purchased in advance: $10 for 
students, free chaperone ticket for 
every ten students.
Individual tickets are $15 for children 
and $25 for adults.
For more information visit  
www.motcc.org

Audition information
Auditions for the MOTCC’s 2013-
2014 season will be held at the Detroit 
Opera House on May 20, June 3, and 
June 10. Auditions begin at 5:30 p.m.

To order student dress rehearsal 
tickets or to schedule an audition, 
please contact Megan Warzecha at 
mwarzecha@motopera.org or visit 
www.motcc.org.

The worthington Family Foundation
Production Sponsor

Conductor: Dianna Hochella
Director: Michael Yashinsky
Pianist: Joseph Jackson
Second Pianist: John Pavik
Set Design: Monika Essen
Costume Design: Suzanne Hanna
Lighting Design: Bobby Tacoma
Hair& Makeup Design: Elizabeth Geck
Stage Manager: Nan Luchini
Supertitles: Dee Dorsey



News from the Department of Community Programs 
& Learning at the Opera House

Karen V. DiChiera, Director

Now is the time to arrange for 
speakers and lecturers for your 
2013 meetings of clubs, 

sororities, fraternities and other groups 
that would enjoy hearing from our 
professional presenters! Offerings  
feature overviews of our season, Lives of 
Famous Composers, Women Composers, 
Folk and Fairy Tales in Opera and Dance, 
the History of Detroit Theaters, and more. 
For more information, contact Dolores 
Tobis at (313) 237-3429 or dtobis@
motopera.org.
 
 

LEARNING AT THE  
OPERA HOUSE
 

Create and Perform
Students from age 10 and up can 
participate in Create and Perform, in 
which students improvise stories, 
compose their own music, and perform 
their production for an audience in our 
rehearsal studio. Instructors are Karen V. 
DiChiera, Lamar Richardson, and 
percussionist Christopher Cervinak. 
 

Gilbert & Sullivan Operetta 
Each year we present a Gilbert and 
Sullivan operetta with our students ages 
12 to 18, and this year’s production will be 
Patience. This three-week program is 
taught by a professional staff that includes 
singer and stage director Julie Smith, 
singer and voice teacher Wendy Bloom, 
and accompanist Joseph Jackson. These 
fine instructors produce a professional 
quality production in three weeks with 
our talented youngsters. Performed on our 
main stage, the production is costumed 
and fully staged.
 

Opera Camp & workshop 
Opera Camp is an in-depth program for 
people anticipating a career in the field of 
opera. Master classes on historic dance, 
characterization, acting, improvisation, 
make-up will culminate in an evening 
recital and a final scenes. Taught by  
soprano Elaina Brown and contralto 
Candace de Lattre.
 

Lens on the City
Lens on the City is an intergenerational 
program for families, friends and 
youngsters to have the opportunity to 

photograph Detroit destinations chosen 
every summer by Karen DiChiera and 
Karen Najher (Historic Preservationist) 
along with photographer Ara Howrani. 
Our very own photo exhibit will take 
place during the final performance of 
Opera Camp and Workshop. Participating 
photographers are invited to attend  
for free.

For more information on any of  
these opportunities, visit  
www.michiganopera.org and click on 
“Learning,” or call (313) 237-3429.

A grant from the mockingbird Foundation provided macBook laptop computers, 
electronic keyboards and music writing software.
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Master Classes
 Learn from professional dancers 
when they come to the Detroit Opera 
House. Master Classes are an excellent 
opportunity for dancers of any level to 
learn from the professionals they see 
on stage. Classes are free with a ticket 
to the corresponding performance; 
otherwise, each class is $25. Classes are 
for students age 14 and above, and take 
place in the Margo V. Cohen Center 
for Dance or the Chrysler Black Box 
Theater in the Ford Center for Arts 
and Learning. Advance registration is 
required; to register, send your  
name and contact information to  
dance@motopera.org or call  
(313) 237-3251.

Dance Theatre of Harlem
Saturday, February 2, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Intermediate/Advanced Ballet Class

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
Saturday, March 31, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Intermediate/Advanced Modern Class

Get Involved!
 Do you love dance and have a desire 
to support the arts by volunteering? 
Become a member of the Detroit Opera 
House Dance Council. This group is in 
need of highly motivated dance lovers 
who are willing to host gatherings, 
develop new fundraising ideas and, most 
of all, enjoy dance in Detroit. For more 
information, contact Cheryl McIlhon at 
mcilhon@comcast.net.

Dance film Series
 Dance lovers come together for  
dance films, food, drink, and discussion 
on Tuesday evenings. All dance films 
take place at the Detroit Opera House  
in the Ford Center for Arts and 
Learning. A $10 donation is payable at 
the door, and refreshments are provided. 
No reservations required. For more 
information, call (313) 237-3426.  
All films begin at 7 p.m.

January 22: “An Evening with  
Bob Fosse”

February 19: “An Evening with 
rudolph nureyev” featuring selections 
from many of his most famous 
performances

March 12: “Cinderella” by the 
Birmingham Royal Ballet

April 23: “Ballets for the Four Seasons”

May 21: “The Little Mermaid” by John 
Neumeier and the San Francisco Ballet

Year-Round Dance Classes
 Ballet Renaissance makes the Detroit 
Opera House home, offering year-
round classes for students ages 4-adult, 
Monday through Thursday from 5-8 
p.m. For more information or to register,  
call (313) 469-0694 or visit  
www.balletren.org.
 Inner City Dance Scope also calls  
the Detroit Opera House home,  
offering year-round classes including 
ballet, jazz, tap, modern, pointe,  
hip hop, and other styles. Classes take 
place on Fridays from 6-8 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m – 3 p.m. for  
both children and adults, ages 2½  
and up. For more information or to 
register, call (313) 926-6654 or visit  
innercitydancescope.webs.com.

Upcoming Auditions
Dance Theatre of Harlem 
February 2 at 1:30 p.m. (ages 8-13)  
& 3:30p.m. (ages 14-18)
Additional Information: 
dancetheatreofharlem.org

interlochen Center for the Arts
February 9 at 2 p.m.
Additional Information:  
camp.interlochen.org/dance-summer-
programs

Gelsey Kirkland Academy  
of Classical Ballet
March 3 at 1 p.m
Additional Information: 
gelseykirklandballet.org

The Ailey School
March 24, 2013 at 11 a.m.
For Certificate, Independent Study, 
Summer Intensive Programs
Additional Information:
theaileyschool.edu

For information on auditions,  
special programs, or master class 
registration, contact Kim Smith at 
dance@motopera.org or (313) 237-3251.

Dance news from the Detroit opera House   
Carol Halsted, Director 
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Mr. Robert G. Abgarian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Allesee #
Mrs. Adel Amerman* # +
Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya*
Mr. & Mrs. Agustin Arbulu*
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Arnold*
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Addison Bartush* #
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Batterson*
Mr. & Mrs. Mandell Berman
Mr. & Mrs. Art Blair*
Mr. Robert Bomier 
Mrs. Margaret Borden
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bowlby
Mrs. Mary C. Caggegi
Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Calcagno*
Ms. Gladys Caldroney*
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Carson
Dr. & Mrs. Victor J. Cervenak*
Mr. Allen B. Christman
Prof. Kenneth Collinson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Comstock #
Dr. Robert A. Cornette* #
Mr. & Mrs. Tarik Daoud* #
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin I. Danto
Mr. Thomas J. Delaney 
Ms. Marjorie Adele DeVlieg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Dewar* #
Mr. James P. Diamond
Dr. David DiChiera #
Mrs. Karen VanderKloot DiChiera* #
Ms. Mary Jane Doerr #
Dr. & Mrs. Charles H. Duncan*
Mrs. Charles M. Endicott* #
Mrs. Charlotte Bush Failing

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Fisher*
Mrs. Anne E. Ford 
Ms. Pamela R. Francis*
Ms. Barbara Frankel &  

Mr. Ronald Michalak* #
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Frankel* #
Mrs. Rema Frankel* #
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Freeman
Mrs. Jane Shoemaker French 
Mr. Edward P. Frohlich
Dr. & Mrs. Byron P. Georgeson*
Ms. Priscilla A. B. Goodell
Mr. Ernest Goodman
Mrs. Freda K. Goodman 
Priscilla R. Greenberg, Ph.D.* #
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hagopian
Mr. Lawrence W. Hall*
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Halperin*
Mrs. Robert M. Hamady
Ms. Heather Hamilton
Mr. David Handleman* #
Mr. Kenneth E. Hart*
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene L. Hartwig*
Dr. & Mrs. Gerhardt A. Hein
Ms. Nancy B. Henk 
Ms. Mary A. Hester 
Mr. Bruce Hillman
Ms. Patricia Hobar
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Hodgson
Mr. Gordon V. Hoialmen
Dr. Cindy Hung*
Mr. Carl J. Huss
Ms. Kristin Jaramillo*
Mr. Donald Jensen*
Mr. John W. Jickling, Sr. 
Ms. Helen Barbara Johnston

Mr. Patrick J. & Mrs. Stephanie 
Germack Kerzic

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klein#                                                                                                                  
Mrs. Josephine Kleiner

Mr. & Mrs. Erwin H. Klopfer* #
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kolton
Misses Phyllis & Selma Korn*
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Krolikowski*
Mr. Max Lepler & Mr. Rex Dotson 
Mr. Philip Leon 
Mrs. Wade H. McCree*
Ms. Jane McKee*
Mrs. Lucie B. Meininger 
Drs. Orlando & Dorothy Miller*
Ms. Monica Moffat &  

Mr. Pat McGuire
Mrs. Ella M. Montroy
Mr. Ronald K. Morrison*
Mrs. Ruth Rawlings Mott
Mrs. Betty J. Mueller
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Munk
Mr. Jonathan F. Orser 
Ms. Julie A. Owens
Mr. Dale J. Pangonis*
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Parkhill
Mrs. Elizabeth Pecsenye
Mrs. Clarice Odgers Percox
Mr. Thomas G. Porter
Mr. Richard M. Raisin*
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner* #
Mr. Joshua Rest
Mr. & Mrs. James Rigby*
Mr. Bryan L. Rives 
Ms. Patricia Rodzik*
Mr. Mitchell J. Romanowski
Ms. Joanne B. Rooney 

Ms. Susan Schooner*
Drs. Heinz & Alice Platt Schwarz*
Mrs. Frank C. Shaler*
Ms. Laura Sias 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Siebert
Mrs. Marge Slezak 
Ms. Anne Sullivan Smith
Ms. Phyllis Funk Snow*
Mr. Edward L. Stahl
Mr. & Mrs. Richard  

Starkweather* #  +
Mrs. Mark C. Stevens* #
Mr. Stanford C. Stoddard
Dr. Jonathan Swift &  

Mr. Thomas A. St. Charles*
Mr. Ronald F. Switzer*
Ms. Mary Ellen Tappan* #
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Thurber*
Mr. Edward D. Tusset*
Mr. & Mrs. George Vincent* # +
Mr. J. Ernest Wilde
Mrs. Amelia H. Wilhelm* #
Mrs. Ruth Wilkins
Mrs. Helen B. Wittenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Work*
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Zafarana
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Zangerle 
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Zeltzer*

Avanti logo & Pin Design
Monica Moffat & Pat McGuire

* Founding Members
# Touch the Future donors
+ Avanti Society Sponsors
Italics = deceased members
**New

THE AVANTI SOCIETY MEMBERS

Ensuring the Future

Imagine a gift that outlives you—that touches future generations in your absence—to experience and enjoy 
the world of opera.  

 That’s the goal of the Avanti Society, Michigan Opera Theatre’s Planned Gift Recognition Program.
 The Avanti Society represents a designated group of friends of Michigan Opera Theatre who have made plans to include 
the organization in their estate plans—whether by will, trust, insurance, or life income arrangement.  Membership in the 
Avanti Society is open to all.  
 Members of the Avanti Society receive a beautifully designed lapel pin, recognition at the annual Avanti Evening and 
invitations to special events and performances, and are listed as members in our program books throughout each season.  

An AvAnTi For ToMorrow
 The growth of Michigan Opera Theatre’s permanent Endowment Fund ensures the growth and future vitality of one of the 
region’s greatest cultural assets.  You are invited to create your own legacy—your Avanti—through Michigan Opera Theatre.  
 You may use the attached confidential reply card to indicate your gift, or contact Kim-Lan Trinh at (313) 237-3408 to 
discuss gift options that may benefit you, your heirs and Michigan Opera Theatre. 
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$1,000,000 
William M. Davidson Foundation

$300,000 - $500,000
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel
Herman & Sharon Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. R. Jamison Williams

$150,000 - $299,999
Community Foundation for Southeast 

Michigan
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher 

Foundation
Ford Motor Company Fund
The Kresge Foundation
Edward & Linda Dresner Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Moroun
Mrs. Sam B. Williams

$100,000 
Douglas & Sarah Allison
DeRoy Testamentary Foundation
General Motors Foundation
The Dolores & Paul Lavins Foundation
Masco Corporation Foundation
McGregor Fund
James B. Nicholson
Williams H. & Wendy Williams Powers
Anthony L. Soave

$75,000 - $99,999
Marvin & Betty Danto Family 

Foundation
Denise & Bob Lutz
Winifred E. Polk Charitable Lead 

Unitrust
Quicken Loans, Inc.

$50,000 - $74,999
Anonymous 
DTE Energy Foundation
Mary Sue & Paul Ewing
Judy & Verne Istock
Marjorie & Maxwell Jospey Foundation
Penske Foundation, Inc. 
Patti Rhodes-Prowse & W. James 

Prowse
Patricia H. Rodzik
William H. Smith
Calvin L. Stevens, Ph.D.

$20,000 - $49,999
Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya
Julie Douse-Angileri & Joseph Angileri
Mandell L. and Madeleine H. Berman 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brodie
Hon. & Mrs. Avern Cohn
Thomas Cohn
Compuware Corporation
Joanne Danto & Dr. Arnold 

Weingarden
Lear Corporation
Drs. Barbara & Stephen Munk
Penske Corporation
Dr. Charlotte & Mr. Charles Podowski
Waltraud Prechter
Mr. Richard A. Sonenklar & Mr. 

Gregory Haynes
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas Toppin
Gretchen C. Valade Foundation
Edith L. Wasserman, Gary L. 

Wasserman & Linda Wasserman Aviv

$10,000 - $19,999
Anonymous
Maggie & Bob Allesee
Marcia & Eugene Applebaum
J. Addison Bartush
Rev. Paul Chateau
Gloria & Frederick Clark
Thomas J.  Delaney
Kevin Dennis & Jeremy Zeltzer
Rosanne & Cameron Duncan
Michael Einheuser
Marianne Endicott
Oscar & Dede Feldman
Barbara Frankel & Ronald Michalak
Aviva & Dean Friedman/Real 

Integrated
The Gilmour-Jirgens Fund
The Glancy Foundation, Inc.
Luisa A. & Richard G. Goetz
Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation
Gary E. & Gwenn C. Johnson
Judith & Stephen Kessler 
Dana Locniskar - The Locniskar Group
Mary Alice & Harry Lomason II
Florence LoPatin
Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Don & Shelly Manvel
Meritor
MGM Grand Detroit

Barbara & Irving Nusbaum
The Rattner and Katz Charitable 

Foundation 
Concetta V. Ross
Stephan Sharf
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Lorna Thomas M. D.
Michael Wellman

$5,000 - $9,999
Harold M. Arrington, M.D.
Paul J. & Lee S. Blizman
Gerald & Marceline Bright
Shelly & Peter Cooper
Nell Duke & David Ammer
Lil & Alex Erdeljan
Frank G. and Gertrude Dunlap Fund
Adrienne & Robert Z. Feldstein
Jennifer & David Fischer
Carl & Mary Ann Fontana
Elaine L. Fontana
Ms. Rema Frankel
Nancy & James Grosfeld
Rose & David Handleman
Hermelin Family Support Foundation
Addison E. Igleheart
Ellen Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Kendrick 
Kenwal Steel Corporation
Charlest E. Letts, Jr.
Amy & Dennis Malaney
Mary C. Mazure
Mrs. Richard McBrien 
Meadowbrook Insurance Agency
Dr. Ali Moiin & Dr. William Kupsky
Joy & Allan Nachman
Linda M. Orlans
Mary & Charles A. Parkhill
Gualberto Ranieri
Ann & Mike Rosenthal Family 

Foundation
Dorothy & Hershel Sandberg
John F. Schaefer
Alan B. & Marianne Schwartz
Walter G. Schwartz & Edward 

Schwartz
Joel & Shelley Tauber
Rangeley Fund
Ruth Townsend
Ann Kirk Warren
Gary L. Wasserman
The Samuel L. Westerman Foundation
Wold Heritage Foundation-Prechter 

Family Fund
Clyde & Helen Wu

$2,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Linda & John Axe
Noel Baril & Jeffrey Tranchida, M.D.
Cecilia Benner
Mrs. Ara Berberian
Stanislaw Bialoglowski
Richard & Susan Bingham 
Howard W. Burdett, Jr. 
RoseAnn Comstock
Mary Rita Cuddohy
Julia Donovan Darlow
Larry & Dodie David
Betty Jane Jacobs Fisher
Rochelle & Randolph Forester Family 

Foundation
Burke & Carol Fossee
Wanda & Andrew Giancamilli
Alice Berberian Haidostian
Robert & Elizabeth Hamel
Barbara E. Honner
Alan & Eleanor Israel
Una Jackman
Sybil Jaques
Stephanie Germack Kerzic & Patrick 

Kerzic
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Klarman
Barbara & Michael Kratchman
Tom & Debbie Krikorian 
Dr. Mel Lester
Nancy & Bud Liebler
Mark-Lis Family Fund-Mrs. Florine 

Mark
Ronald & Zvjezdana Martella
Hon. Jack Martin & Dr. Bettye 

Arrington Martin
Peter McGreevy & William Greene
Lois & Eugene Miller
Phillip D. Minch
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Monolidis
Anne Moroun
Sally A. & Graham A. Orley
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Ovshinsky
Joseph R. Papp
Ruth Rattner Endowment Fund 
Drs. Irvin & Pamela Trotman Reid 
James & Marguerite Rigby

Carolyn L. Ross
Bobbie & Hugh Ross
Sabrina & Anthony Rugiero 
Sandy Family Foundation
Merton J. & Beverly Segal Supporting 

Foundation 
Lois & Mark Shaevsky
Mrs. Frank C. Shaler
Terry Shea & Maureen Shea
Mr. & Mrs. James Sherman
Lawrence Shoffner & Joanne Burns
Lila Silverman
Renate & Richard Soulen
Mack & Dixie Stirling
Ronald F. Switzer & Jim F. McClure
Richard D. Ventura
Dr. Ryan Fringer & Ms. Carmen Wargel 
Isadore & Beryl Winkelman 

Foundation
Hon. Joan Young & Mr. Thomas 

Shellenberg

$1,000 - $1,999
Mrs. Nina Abrams
James & Catherine Allen
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Anderson
Judge & Mrs. Edward Avadanka
Jim & Andy Balcerski
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Bates
Nicholas Bell & Carolyn Blackmore
Joseph & Barbara Berletic
Debra Bernstein-Siegel
Gwen & Richard Bowlby
Betty J. Bright 
Margery E. Brooks
Betty & William C. Brooks
George F. Brueck
Paul James Buczkowski
Tom & Vicki Celani
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Chester
Virginia Curatolo
Gretchen & Ethan Davidson
Leslie Desmond & Phil Stoffregen
Dr. A. Luisa Di Lorenzo
David Dombrowski & Karie Ross
Marilynn Scott Doscher
Marjory & Donald Epstein
Dr. Fern Espino & Thomas Short
John Fleming
Amy & Robert Folberg
Dr. Yvonne M. Friday & Stephen Black
James & Lauri Gartner
Joe & Lois Gilmore
Barbara & Paul Goodman
Arnold & Carolyn Gordon
Daniel Greenberg 
Toby & Sam Haberman
Carol & Thomas Halsted
Heather Hamilton
Kenneth E. Hart
Eugene & Donna Hartwig
Drs. Gregory & Julia Hays
Mary Alice Heaton
Joyce Hennessee
Paul C. Hillegonds 
Karen & Derek Hodgson
Dr. Deanna & Mr. David Holtzman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jessup
Amy & Kent Jidov
Dennis Johnston
Jennifer G. Jolliffe
Brian W. Joseph
Paul & Rebecca Kennedy
Gerd H. Keuffel
Mary Kramer
Lori & Brent Kuhn
Al & Susan LaCroix
Jennifer Langowski
Edward A. Lelonek
Susan Sills-Levey & Michael Levey
Arlene & John Lewis
Dr. & Mrs. Kim Lie
Robert Littman
Judith Lowitz & Joshua Adler
John & Tamara Luchini
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Luther
Jennifer & Steven Marlette
Theodore G. Mayer
Karrie & David McGuffie
Patricia A. McKanna
Helen Millen
John Mills
Phyllis & Carl Mitseff
Monica Moffat & Patrick McGuire
Jerrid B. Mooney & Tracey Nawrot
Harry Munson & Libby Berger
Mr. & Mrs.E. Michael Mutchler
Surayyah Muwwakkil
Margaret Winters & Geoff Nathan
Jo Elyn Nyman
Walter Ohlmann
Dr. Juliette Okotie-Eboh
David Osborne & Suzanne Acton

Janet Page
Dorothy Paley
Sophie Pearlstein
Margaret & Dan Pehrson 
John & Oksana Posa
Gail & Rip Rapson
Dr. & Mrs. Carl E. Reichert, Jr.
Elmira L Rhein Family Foundation, 

Zaida Q. Lakotish, President
Joseph Richert
Jack & Aviva Robinson
Dr. John Romani & Dr. Barbara 

Anderson
Audrey Rose
Norman & Dulcie Rosenfeld
Phillip & Kristin Ross
Mr. & Mrs. George Roumell, Jr.
Donna & Bernard Rubin
Leroy H. & Maria Y. Runk Fund
Lois J. Ryan
Dr. & Mrs. William Salot
Susan Sarkesian
Dr. Mary Schlaff
Mr. & Mrs. Kingsley Sears
Laurence N. Shear
Sandy & Dr. Michael L. Short
Scott Silveira, M. D.
Mr. & Mrs. Mathew Simoncini
Cyvia & David Snyder
Marsha & David Stanislaw
Mrs. Balig Stein
 In Honor of Alice Haidostian’s 

Birthday 
Roberta Starkweather
Mary Ann Stella
Susan & Douglas Strayer
Christine & George Strumbos 
J. William Sumner
Dr. Jonathan Swift
The Tuesday Musicale
Dr. Doris Tong & Dr. Teck Soo
Sandra E. Ulsh
Mary Ann Van Elslander
Mel & Barbara VanderBrug
Mr. & Mrs. Herman W. Weinreich
Daniel White, M.D.
Amelia H. Wilhelm
John W. Wilk, Jr. 
Lawrence D. Williams/LWA Prop Fund
Christina Winder & Russ Chavey
Mary Lou Zieve
Paul & Barbara Zitzewitz

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Paul E. Anderson
Cathy & Bob Anthony
Agustin Arbulu, M.D.
Mrs. Chester H. Arnold in memory of 

Chester Arnold
William Babbage
John Barbes
Helena & Richard Balon 
Bruce M. Barron
Shirley Bernstein
Bill & Marcia Betz
Robert Bick & Julie Fershtman
Eric Billes
Martha & Peter Blom
Michael Bradie
Elaine L. Brickman
Marie Brunke
Nancy Burbach
Arthur W. Bush
Ilse Calcagno
Carol & Philip Campbell
Nancy R. Carleski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Carlson
Erica & Laurent Chappuis
Ed & Judy Christian
Nancy Chwalik
Lorraine E. Clay
Mr. & Mrs. John Connolly
Dr. Robert A. Cornette
Tonino & Sarah Corsetti
Mr. & Mrs. Tarik S. Daoud
Lillian & Walter Dean
Robert DeLosh
Dianne Dickelmann
Charles & Kimberly Dickens
John R. DiLodovico
Mary Jane Doerr
Helene C. Dombrowski, M.D.
Howard & Nedra Downing
George & Michele Drake
Elaine & Eugene Driker
Ingrid Eidnes
Gene & Lois Engelhard
Nancy & Joe Ferrario
Judith Fietz
Judge Sharon Tevis Finch
Daniel & Virginia Finkiewicz
Fisher-Insley Fund

Susan & Daniel Fox
Geraldine & John Frank
Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Furgison
Sharlene Gage
Glendon M. Gardner & Leslie Landau
Herbert & Margot Gardner
William H. Hansmire & Julia Ryan
Jeffrey & Karen Haynes
Nancy B. Henk
Drs. Paul & Teresa Holtrop
Mr. & Mrs. Jan Homan
Andrew Hufferd
William Hulsker
Mary & Bob Hutchins
Jane & Mario Iacobelli
Chacona W. Johnson
Brent Kelso & Michelle DeLand
Justin & Joanne Klimko
Mr. & Mrs. Roy H. Koponen
Mary Kramer
Meria E. Larson
John H. Leary
Leon & Lulu
Marilyn & Paul R. Lessem
Dr. Stephan & Marian Loginsky
Beverly LoPatin
Michael & Eleanor Marsh
Judge George & Ann Matish
Juliane & Donald McCann
John & Penny McMullin
William & Caroline Michaluk
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce A. Miller
Barbara E. Mitchell
Gail Mitchell
Jerald A. & Marilyn H. Mitchell
Dr. Van C. Momon, Jr. & Dr. Pamela 

L. Berry
Theresa S. Moreland
George & Nancy Nicholson
Debra & Richard Partrich
Dr. Robert E. L. Perkins
Rosmari & Udo Pernisz
Alice & Philip Pfahlert
Lynn & Sharon Phillips
Jack Piedmonte & Kathie Calder
Ken Robinson & Marcia Gershenson
Caroline & Felix Rogers
Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Rosenbaum
Kate Rosevear
Deane & Barry Safir
Prof. Alvin & Harriet Saperstein
Charles & Phyllis Scales, Jr.
Mr. Laurence Schiff & Dr. Barbara 

Schiff
Kim Schmidt
Dr. Hans & Tina Schwarz
Louis C. Seno 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Shultz
Karen J. Sights
Laura Sias 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Wilbur Smith
Gabriel & Martha Stahl
Ellen Strand & Dennis Regan
Anne Stricker
Ruth Ann & Daniel Stump
Marian M. Sullivan
Robert G. & Ms. Mary Margaret 

Sweeten
Thomas R. Terrell
Dona Tracey & John Gierak
Linda & Lawrence Ulrey Family 

Foundation
George Williams & James Bain
Jon & Jennifer Wojtala
Sharon Zimmerman

$200 - $499
Anonymous 
Antonia Abbey
Joseph & Marjorie Alff
Bradford C. Anderson
Elizabeth Aprahamian
Hon. Dennis W. Archer & Hon. Trudy 

Duncombe Archer
Fred & Erika Baer
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Barnes
Graham Beal
Floyd Bell & Lynn Lewis
Jamie Benigna
Robert & Janet Bennett
Lisa M. Berden
Ruth Berean
Julie Bergesen
Charles & Ann Bieneman
Kathlyn Blanchard
Dawn Boesen & Leo Zimmer
Chris Bogojevich
Yvette Boileau
Stephen Bolerjack & Susan Gasparian
David & Patricia Bostwick
Donald R. & Rosemary Brasie
Frank Bredell & Jean Carnahan

Preserve the Legacy Campaign Contributors
 Michigan Opera Theatre extends deep appreciation to all of our patrons who made generous and heartfelt gifts to the 2012 Preserve the Legacy campaign. 
Their support has ensured the organization’s financial stability and fulfillment of its mission to present grand opera and dance, and educational programs, to 
the metropolitan Detroit community and the state of Michigan.
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Anthony F. Brinkman
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard T. Brodsky
Ms. Joann Brooks
Cheri W. Buchbinder
Sally & Ian Bund
Marilynn Burns
Joseph & Susan Butkovich
Michael Brauss
Peter N. Breitman
Prof. & Mrs. Dale E. Briggs
Barbara Brownlee
Marsha S. Bruhn
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Buckley
Cable Car Cinema 
Norman Bucknor & Xuchai Li
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Calligaro
Dr. Barbara Campbell
Barbara & Darrell Campbell
David Carroll
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Carson
Dr. & Mrs. James A. Catto
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cavagnol
Jeffrey L. Charles
Shih Chen & Ruth Peng
Lauri & Murray Christianson
Dennis & Debora Church
Clayton Closson
Marcia L. Closson
Lauren & Michael Clune
Edward M. Cody
Loren & Linda Colwell
Mary C. Cox
George J. Cunniffe
K. C. Curatolo
Janice & Donald Cutler
Maureen & Jerry D’Avanzo
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Davenport
Benjamin H. Davis III 
Meryl E. Davis
Adeline J. DeBiasi
Susanna Defever
Annette DeLorenzo
Sonesha Diehl
Dr. Mark Diem
Adel & Walter Dissett
Douglas F. Duchek
Mary DuPont
Mary F. Durkacs
Gordon Ebbitt & Janice Hendrick
Murray N. & Alice F.Ehrinpreis
Dr. Alan S. Eiser
Grant Eldridge
Jeffrey Ellison
Wanda Ellison
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Epstein
Heidi Ewing
Ed & Diane Fadden
Michael Farrell & Marc Herrick
Sisinio Ferandos
David & Pamela Fireberg
Dr. Gary A. Flemming
Julie B. Finn
Alan Forsyth
George R. Francoeur
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Frank
Ruth Frank
Laurie, Leah & Nathan Frankel
Mark S. Frankel
Mark Frentrup
Karen A. Fulgenzi
Carol Gagliardi & David Flesher
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto Gamarra
Catherine H. Gardner
Barbara J. Geck
Mrs. Lilly George
Dr. Marilyn Gerwolls
Daniel Gilbert
Marjorie & Dennis Glaza
Mr. & Mrs. Albert K. Glover
Robert T. Goldman, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. William Goudie
Atty. Remona Green
Eugene & Anne Greenstein
James & Monica Grenke
Andrew Grove
Nancy Grylis 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gualtieri
Robert & Amelia Hammerle
Reema Hammoud
John Hanselman
Carole Hardy
Eric & Sarah Hershberger
Stanley Hirt
Brian Hix
Lynn Hobbs
Dr. Elizabeth Hoger & Ms. Lisa Swem
George-Ann Howell
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Howlett
Jean Wright & Joseph L. Hudson 

Jr. Fund
Bryan Hunt & Kim Welch
Beth Ann Ideson
Joseph N. Impastato
Mr. & Mrs. Zoltan Janosi
Paul Jednak & Dr. Tim Kasunic
Catherine M. Jensen
George G. Jerome, Jr.
Gayle & James Jocks
Samuel C. Johnson
Mary C. Bartush Jones
David & Theresa Joswick
John Jovanovich & Paul Holoweski
Agatha Pfeiffer Kalkanis
Henry M. Kassen
Linda & Dennis Kayes
Michael & Margaret Keefe

Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Kennedy III
Paul & Christine Kerney
Michael Khoury
Stephen Knollenberg
Mr. & Mrs. William Kroger
Carl Krouse Ph.D.
Drs. Richard & Valmy Kulbersh
Rosemary Kurr
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Labe
Dr. Gerald & Elaine Laker
Mark & Jessica Lange
Leslie J. Lazzerin
Dr. Joyce & Mr. Corey Leon
Max Lepler & Rex L. Dotson
The Hon. & Mrs. Carl Levin 
Dr. Dan Levitsky
Denise J. Lewis
Bruce Loughry
Leonard Lutter
Dr. & Mrs. Henry W. Maicki
Mattie Majors
Claudine B. Malone 
Cinzia Mancini
Matthew J. Mason & Renate Klass
Elin F. Mathews
Lorraine McDonnell
Cheryl & James McIlhon
Mr. & Mrs. James McLennan
Kathleen McNamee
Lynne Metty
William Metz
Robert W. Meyer, Jr.
Robert & Mary Michielutti
Kathy Lee Miller
Phil S. Mitchell
Dr. & Mrs. James Montante
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Mossman
Josephine Mowinski
Joan Nagrant
Walter & Elizabeth Newgeon
Barbara Nickles
Dr. Roy Norton
Norah M. O’Brien
Nancy Oglesby
Monica Parrish
Myrna & Spencer Partrich
Wallace O. Peace
Margaret & Frank K. Penirian, Jr.
Blair & Kathleen Person
James E. & Valerie Z. Roach
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Primeau
John H. Redfield
Elisha P. Renne
Richard Riggs & June Youngoldis
Judith Riley
Frank P. Ritchie
Dr. & Mrs. Jan Rival
Anne & Jerome Rock
Charles W. Route
William D. Route
Daniel G.Rusecki
Charlotte Russell
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Russell
Mike & Sue Ryan
Kate & Randy Safford
Lloyd & Ted St. Antoine
Diane H. Sarkesian
Sandra Sarnacki
William Sarver
Larry Saylor & Diana Parlore
Mrs. Johanne Schaefer
Joan Schneider
Harold Schock & Jia Ma
Michael Schuck
William & Mary Schwark
Mary Sclawy
Bret A. Scott
Judie & Roger Sherman
Wendy Silverman
Deborah W. Sims
Lois K. Smedick
Ann Sodja 
Janet Hanks Standing
Chad Steed
Kaethe R. Stella
Susan Stepek
Dr. Sheldon & Jesse Stern
Dr. & Mrs. Chad H. Stone
Kathleen Straus & Walter Shapero 
Margaret Strobel-Donofrio
Nancy Strodl
Candace Stuart
Eugene Swinnerton
Agnes Ann & Anthony Tai
Mrs. Martha J. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Tenkel
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Thayer
Dr. David J. Thompson
Thomson Reuters
Janet & Paul Thwaite
Alice & PaulTomboulian
Barbara & Stuart Trager
Drs. Daniel & Lisa Turner
Gail & John Urso
Roberta M. Viviano
George & Terre Voegeli
Cynthia & Lewis Wagner
Benjamin W. Walker
Loretta Gail Walls
Carol Ward
Leo & Jennifer Wasageshik
Derek Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Weiermiller
Karen Werner
John Wertman 
Donna & James Wessel-Walker

Robert Westveer 
Richard G. Wilkes
Dr. Thomas E. Wilson
Patricia &  Donald Windeler
Patricia C. Woodstock
Charlie & Carolyn Wright
Beverly S. Wynn
Thomas V. & Cynthia T. Yates
Richard Zahodnic
R. R. Zauel
Tim & Sara Zivian Zwickl

$100 - $199
Anonymous 
Maria Abrahamsen
Matthew & Liz Adams
Roger D. Ajluni
Michael Fracesco & Kathleen Alioto 
Art & Karen Amati
Laura Amendt 
Richard & Carol Amrhein
David & Sandra Anderson
Dorothy & Kenneth Anderson 
Elizabeth Anderson & David Jacobi
Elsa-Brit Andersson
Gerard & Carolyn Angree
Mr. & Mrs. R. Appel
Kathleen & James Aretakis
Cynthia Arfken
Kathleen & John Aro
Laurie Arora
Joanne Arrick
Michele & Steven Artt
David & Janet Asdourian
Benjamin F. Auld, Jr.
Patricia J.Babich
Frances Babisch
Dr. & Mrs. Alfredo Balarezo
Marilyn Balicki
Dr. Leora Bar-Levav
Lois Bartush
Ronald & Jane Baxter
Judith & Charles Bayer
Wendy & Kim Beattie
Dr. Astrid B. Beck
Gloria Becker
Sheila & Julius A. Becker
Everard F. Belfon
Bob & Shirley Benyas
Frank & Valerie Bernacki
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Bernard, Jr.
Carolyn  & Stephen Bernstein
Dr. Andrew H. Berry
Max Bettman 
Ruth Beverly
Bruce Bisballe
Mary Bissa
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Bjorngaard
Michael Blaga
Mark & Cyndi Blair
Gene & Rho Blanchard
Ruth Blinke
Sally Blyth
Michael & Saundra Bohanon
Kristin Bolitho
Debra Bonde
Marcia Booth
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Bourget
Mike & Megan Brady
Mary L. Bragg
Barbara & Ed Brennan
Les & Bonie Bricker
Bob & Sue Briese
Michael Brock
Kathy Brooks & Obert Burch
Joann C. Brooks
Helen Brown
Susan M. Brown & Craig W. Schnabel
Cynthia Browne
Dr. Dorothy J. Buchan
David Buhl 
Carolyn M. Burdi & Kevin H. Byrnes
Cheryl & Paul  Byrd
Lino S. Cacciaglia
Britany & David Caine
Elizabeth Caldwell
Carol Camiener & Jim Herrington
Brian Campbell
Susan & Jeff Cancelosi
Michael Capenka
Julia A. Caroff
William & Patricia Carter
Daniel Cascardo
Jean D. Casey
Matthew Castanier
Craig Chamberlain
Claire Chambers
Dr. & Mrs. C. Kohler Champion
Cynthia Charnesky
Carole L. Chiamp
Barbara Chiapella
D. M. Child
JoAnn M. Chmielewski
Elaine K. Christensen
Cynthia Cirar
Christine Claflin
Gerald & Mary Ellen Clark
Jennifer Clark
Dr. Mary F. Clark
Sandra R. Clark
Mary M. Clement
Brian Coates
Mary Lou & Gary Cochran
Jonathan Cohn
C. Colandrea
Michael Colbruno

Kenneth Collinson
Dave & Beth Conroy
James Conway
Marianne Cook
Judy Cornellier
Dr. April Cox
Prof. Claire M. Crabtree & Mr. Dennis 

Sinnett
Steven & Perpetua Crawford
Eva & James Cunningham
Judy C. Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Danis
Mr. & Mrs. Richard de Bear
Mike Deegan
Phil & Hilary Deely
Joyce Delamarter 
Armando Delicato
Robert & Elizabeth DeMaine
Dr. Frank De Marco
Sandra Deneka
Marie R. Deveney
David Devereaux
Christina DiChiera & Neal Walsh 
Lisa DiChiera
Ann & Mario DiFiore
Dennis J. Dilworth
JoAnn & Richard Dionne
Gloria Dipirro
B. Dore
Marc Doubleday
Helen Dove-Jones
Leo Dovelle & Don Jensen
Ellen & James M. Doyle
Valerie Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Draganski
Paul & Peggy Dufault
Lawrence Duncan
Susan Dungan
Beth Duplaga
Noemi Ebenstein
Ken & Carol Edwards
Sue & David Efros
Judith Ehrmann
Gary W. Eleinko
Laura Elliott
Paul & Karen Emanuelsen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Emick
Richard B. Endress
Mary V. Ensroth
Barbara Erickson
Charles & Moria Eslinger
Linda Etter
Mr. & Mrs. John Evans
Rita Faudman
Michael Faunt & Mirit Naim
Dr. Shirley Faust
Ksenia Fedak
Susan M. Feigenson
Chris Felcyn
Pauline Feltner
Sam Ferrante
Lynn Ferris & Michael Turner
Dr. Howard Fischer
Martin Fischoff
R. Fleming & W. Tucholski
Doug Floto
Cherrill A. Flynn
Mary Flynn
Regina & Gaylord Forbes
Peter & Carol Forsythe
Kathleen Fraser
Ron Fredrick
Deborah Friauff, DMA
Davida Gale
Kristin M. Gall
Priscilla Gallinger
Barbara G. Garbutt
Linda L. Garrison
Sean & Kara Gavin
John & Jill Gaylord 
Arlene Gendelman
Tamara Giorgadze, M.D.
William J. Giovan
Patricia Godell
Andrew Golden
Dr. Ruth E. Goldman
Irwin F. Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. John Graham
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grand
Patricia Graus
Agatha Green
Lois Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Julian M. Greenebaum
Karl D. Gregory
Raymond & Daphne Grew
Stuart W. Grigg
Mary K. Grimes
R. Grinstein
Scott B. Griswold & Meghan Therry
Elizabeth Gruntman
Carol Guither
Sondra Gunn
Mr. Atul Gupta
Steven Gutterman
Louise M. Haener
Robert Hage
David & Ruth Hagen 
Jon & Julie Hain
Betty Ann Hall
Mark Halonen
Dr. Harvey Halberstadt
Wenonah Handschu
Mr. & Mrs. Manfred Happold
Mr. & Mrs. John Harmon
John P. & Joan B. Hayes
Deborah Hecht & Joseph Falik

Eugene & Gene Heffelfinger
Mark & Beth Heitchue and Annie
Esther & James Heitler
Arleigh P. Helfer
Barbara Heller
Richard Hellinga
Jennifer Helms
Christine M. Herfurth
Lisa Hergott
Julie Herman 
Roger & Geraldine Herrington
Linda Herritage
Judith V. Hicks
Margaret Hill & Dean Smith
Rhea Hill
Cynthis S. Hobbs & Raymond D. 

Hobbs M.D.
Holiday Food Center
Adam Hollerbach
Sandra Hormozi
Dr. Robert & Karen Hott
Mary K. Howarth
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Huard
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Huebner
Kathryn Huntzicker
Robert & Sueanne Huston
In Memory of Gloria Steinberg
In Memory of Judge Sue Weisenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Irish
Warner & Barbara Iseppi
B. Andrew Jackiw & Luise Iluminati
William A. Jackson
William & Meghen Jackson
Karen M. Jacobson
John Jeffers
Dr. Louise M. Jefferson
Jeffrey Jenks
Cynthia & Alan C. Johnson
Kathleen R. Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Sandy Johnson & Richard Eaton
Barbara J. Jones
Timothy J. Jordan
Barbara A. Jur
Nancy Kassab
Pauline Kavesky
Victoria Keating
Nina Keener & Dora Scarafino
Douglas & Barbara Kellerman
Robert & Julia Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Kelly
Susan L. Kelly
Audrey Kendrick
Craig & Kathleen Kenfield
Kitty & Jim Kenning
Delphine T. Kerney
William Kerr
Helen Kerwin
Nahla Khobeir
Jeff Kidorf
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Kienles
William P. King, Jr. 
Joseph & Mary Kinzie
Lorraine Kirkish
Elizabeth Kirksey
Jack Kirksey
Joe & Terri Kitz
Robert & Toby Kleinberg
Dr. & Mrs. L. J. Kobylak
Mark Kochis
Eve R. Kommel
Douglas Koschik
Clarice Kovala
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Kresse
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Krolikowski
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Kucharski
Nancy Kulish
Danielle & George Kuper
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Labes
David & Sandra Ladd
Susan E. Laing
Alice Laitner
Maggie & Jerry Lamb 
Catherine LaMont & Michael Donovan
Robert Landgraf
Elizabeth Jean Lanier
James & Barbara Lanigan
Linnea Lannon & Richard Rattner
Joseph Lapides
Lawrence N. Larson
Benjamin Latimer
Helena Lazo
Don LeDuc & Susan Coley
May Leon
Keith Lepard
Susanne & Glen LeRoy
Elaine Leslie
Adina Lesperance
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Levin
Steven A. Levine
Dr. & Mrs. Yefim Levy
Pamela Lewicki
Carol Libby
Andrea Lighthall
Drs. Marnie W. & Henry W. Lim
Tim & Beth  Lincoln
Judith Locher
Peter J. Longiotti
Mr. & Mrs. Armando Lopez
Dr. & Mrs. Neil Love
Louise Lowell
Marilyn Ludgin
Sal & Pam Lumetta
Karen J. Lumsden & Harvey S. Mallin
Margarita Maas
F. MacAdam
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Mr. & Mrs. Edwin R. MacKethan
Margaret MacTavish
Mike Maddelein
Dr. & Mrs. Felix Madrid
Edward & Norma Mahle
Drs. Harris & Phoebe Mainster
Violeta Marija Majauskas
Marge & Fred Mann
Manjit Mann
Mr. & Mrs. David Marchildon
Cindy Marriott
Robert Martin
Nancy D. Mascaro-Miller
Lynne Master
Dorlisa Matkowski
Eva Mayer-Meek
Janelle L. McCammon & Raymond 

A. Rosenfeld
William & Carol McClain
Celeste McClellan & Barbara Zmich
Mary Ann McCloskey
Vivien McDonald
Rosemary M. McElroy
Nadine Deleury McKay
Jane C. McKee
Megan McKnight & Daniel Moore
Mary Louise Meade
Brian J. Meldrum
Patricia Meldrum
Don Melotik
Barbara R. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Dale C. Miller
Jeff Miller
Nancy Millgard
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick A. Minnick
Michael & Kimberly Miriani
Gail Mitchell
James C. Mitchell, Jr.
Michelle Moenssen
Kenneth M. Mogill
Karen Morgan
Bridget & Michael Morin
Bea Moss & William Margolin
Alice Moss
Mara Moss
Karen Mozal
Bob & Maggie Mulcrone
Rabbi Fredrick Munchinger Jr.
Michae Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Musial
Izumi Myers
Richard & Mary Nahabetian
Chinyere Neale
Lori A. Nelles
Rabbi David & Alicia Nelson
Susan L. Nenadic
Sandra A. Nicholls
James & Patricia Nieman
Ruth H. Nix
Rollin B. Norris & Margo P. Norris
Eric Noyes & Mimi Gendreau
Lisa A. O’Hagan
Colin & Nancy Oatley
Emmanuel Obianwu
Pat Olson
Ernie Ooley
Valerie Overholt
Attarah I. Paglia
Robert Parks & Karen Jurgensen
Ellen Parrish
Jo Lynne Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Patek
Alice Paul
Frances Pavlovics 
Robert & Pam Payne
Mike Perica & Steve Stewart
Carole S. Person
Wolfgang & Kristine Petermann
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Peterson
Glen Peterson
Kyle Peterson
Irene Piccone
Darcy Piedmonte & Eric Lang
Nancy Sue Pierson
Susan Pietropaolo
Anne Planchon 
Luciano Della Rovoro
Carol Pollack
Linda & Michael Popoff
Karen Poprave
Ruth Porretta
Dr. & Mrs. Fritz Port
David Potter
Karen Prasser in memory of Mark 

Flint
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Prestininzi
Glenda D. Price
Kerry Price
Abigail Lynn Prout
Suzanne Prussian
The Quaker Chemical Foundation
Morton Raban
Elizabeth Rackover
Robin J. Ramsay
Kathleen L. Ramsey
Nanci Rands
Opal M. Redman
Michael T. Reed & Coral Lopez-

Gomez
Russ & Nancy Reed
Virginia J. Reese
John Regenhardt
Kenneth Reid
Ron Reinhart
Edie & Donn Resnick
Manuel & Bonnie Reyes

Carolyn C. Richards
Nadia Risca
Steven & Leslie Roach
Barbara Robins
Marc Robinson
Eileen Rodak
Elizabeth Romano
Drs. David & Sheila Ronis
Arthur Rose
Sharon R. Rose
Sidney Rose
Lauren Rouseau
Bill Rutledge & Janet Weber
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Ryder III
Jane Rystak
Alexandra & Salvador Salort-Pons
Norman Sampson
Robert F. Sanders
Peter G. Sapienza
Dr. & Mrs. Albert J. Sayed
Ernest & Nori Schillinger
Suzanne Schluederberg
William F. Schmidt
Mrs. Serafina J. Schorer
James A. Schropp
Tadeusz & Maria Scislo
Cheryl Scott Dube 
Terry, Jessica & Daniel Segal
Douglas & Shelia Selke
Janet C. Sell 
Mrs. Rosalind B. Sell
Mr. & Mrs. Francesco Serraiocco
Susan M. Severini
Marilyn Shapiro
Elsa M. Shartsis
Katherine K. Shaw
Lucille Sherer
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Sherman
Carolyn M. Sherwood
Marianne & Stephen Shrader
Dorothy & James Shroat
Brenda Shufelt
Tor Shwayder & Aimee Ergas
Peter & Mary Siciliano
Peter & Rachel Siegel
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Siegel
Diane Siegel Divita
David Silberg
Enid Simmons
Linda Simonelli
Amrita Singh
Anthony & Sharon Skwiers
Sean Slyman
Karen Smahay
Ronald J. Smith & Eric VanPoucker
Patty Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Smith
Dr. Daniel Snower
Jo-Ann Snyder
Joann Spencer
Samuel Stanley
Bonita Stanton
Karen & Harvey L. Steinberg
Mel & Nancy Stewart
Geoffrey & Debra Stocki
LeRoy & Joyce Strey
John Sullivan & Irene Lallas
Shirley Suni
Margaret C. Sutton
Janet M. Swanson
Victoria Swegles
Joseph V. Swisher
Orit Szwarcman
Randall & Siglinde Tallerico
Olga Tanner
Mary Ryan Taras
Sylvia J. Taylor
Beth Ann Tesluk
Nancy Tatzlaff
Karsten Thiele
Laurrence Thomas
Dr. & Mrs. Paul G. Thomas
Berrye Thompson
Janice Titiev
Thomas N. Todd
Martin D. & Karen R. Todorov
Andrew D. Tomasch
Joel Topf
Pamela Torraco
Judith Stricker Toth
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Tranchida
Tony J. Trease
Dr. Nadia Tremonti & Mr. Mike 

Gentile 
Patricia Tibby
Kim-Lan & Ngoc Trinh
Anna Trostinskaia & Andrei Katychev
Rhonda Troszak
Robert & Andrea Troutman
Peg Tuckfield
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel A. Tundo
Flora J. Tyll
Maria Urquidi
Staci Valley
Christine Van Heusden
Bruce Vande Vusse 
Martha Vander Kolk
Verdi Opera Theatre of Michigan
Pat Vintevoghel
Mrs. Doris Keith Waddell
Mrs. Mary Joyce Waite
Stephen I. Walker
Adrienne Watts
Judith Ann Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin G. Webb
Richard Webb

Mary Wegrzyn
Carol Weisenberger
Stephen Wert
Linda S. White
Joan Margaret Whittingham
Gretchen Wilbert
Tom Wilkinson & Marcia Ruff
Bruce Wilson & Carol Hollenshead
Margaret W. Winkelman
Marilyn & Paul Winslow
Virginia “Ginni” Winters
Timothy M. Wise
John & Liz Witherell
Dennis A. Witmer
Daniela Wittman
Barbara Wojcik
Josetta & Don Wood
Harley & Nancy Wood
Joyce Woods 
Stephani & David Yates
Dominick Zaccone
Teresa Zanotti
Ruth Zaromp
Gregory Alan Zemenick
W. John & Anne Cecilia Zemke
Dorene Zerfas
Drs. Kim Zielke & Chris Bigelow
Etta B. Zivian
Matthew Zuelch

$50 - $99
Anonymous 
Brigitte & Salvatore Ala
Diana Alexanian
Marcia Allen
Pamela Alward
Julia Ann Archer
Pauline & Gordon Arndt
Jeffrey Atto
Patrica Rose Petiprien Austin
Bennie S. & Marianna Bailey
Steven Balistreri
Mr. & Mrs. Gerrie T. Ball
Anthony Baron
Mr. & Mrs. D. Batson
Marcia Walch Bawol & Stan Bawol
John M. Becic
Gary & Barbara Becker
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Benedict
Susan Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Borgacz
Suzanne Bosenan 
Heidi Leah Bowen-Zook
Mr. & Mrs. Donald T. Breen
Timothy & Julia Brennan
Doris Ann Brucker
Wally Buczynski
Diane M. Burk
Harvey Burley
Patricia Byrne
John R. Calhoun
Halina Callahan
Frank Callis
Anne Calomeni
Gordon D. Cameron
Genevieve Capaldi
Sarah O. Capina
Tina Cardamone
Lynne Carpenter
Dennis Carter
Annelise Cartwright
Julius J. Cassani
Mary Ann Chamberlain
Janet Chernow
M. Danice Chisholm
Anne Carrier 
Elizabeth L. Clark
Natalie Cochran
Prudence A. Cole
Frances Corlucci-Hill & Heather Hill
Jeff Cooper & Peggy Daug
Harvey Covensky
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Craig
Marilyn S. Creelman
Janice & William Crossland
Tibor F. Czako
Maria Anita & Edward J. Czilli
Aimee M. Dahl
Dolores Davis
John & Claudia De Wald
Sabin Deacu
Patricia A. DeMaire
Mary Bailey & Gerald Depoorter
Leroy & Barbara Derr
Margaret M. Devereaux
Marjorie DeWitt
Brian & Molly Dickinson
Zenas Dickinson
Thomas Domlovil
Diana Donin
Nora Drolias 
Elizabeth Droulard
Jeanette Duehr
Doris Duzyj
Laurie Eisenhower
Joan Emerick & Peter Saldana
Joan E. Engle
Lowell Everson
Ken & Nancy Lee Fawcett
Mary Ellen Flecksteiner
Tiara Flewelling
Ann M. Ford
Sherry Adams Foster
Dea Frank
Patricia A. Franz
Pennylyn Franz

The Fredin Girls
Mark & Misti Frenzke
R. H. Froehlich
Kay Fulgenzi
Marcia Gallegos
Adrienne Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gautsche
Cheryl Ann George
Angelina F. Giffels
Daniel Gillespie
Rosemary Ging
Dennis W. Godell
Frances Goldsmith
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Good
Nathaniel Good
Gail Gordon
Douglas & Jeanie Graham
Glynes Graham
Shannon Grant
Dr. William D. Grasty
Carolyn Graves
David & Stephanie Greer
Cristina Greulich
Richard & Elza Gross
Joseph N. Hagen
Judith A. Hainaut
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Hall
Margaret L. Hall
Elaine & Kevin Harrington  

In honor of Lisa DiChiera 
Helen Harris
Tim & Amy Hawkins
Zwenyslava Hayda
Doris B. Heinemann
Lana Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. John Hilber
Rebecca Hoagstrom
Diane G. Holland
Katherine E. Holmes
Leland & June Holmes
Douglas F. Host
Minden Humphrey
Sybil & Christopher Hunter
Sean Hyland
Innogive Foundation
Nora Iverson 
Jeffrey Ives
Sylvia Iwrey
M. James
Regina Jaye
Earl G. Jensen
Rita MacGregor Jeric
Robert & Patricia Johnson
Hilda Jongkind
Elizabeth Kalis
Carol C. Kaltenbach
Dr. Karen P. Kanter
Brenda Karl
Leonid Khanukov
Levon & Gloria King
Jean Klarich
Mrs. Gordon G. Knapp
Mallika Kommareddi
Eric Krukonis
Cheryl Krysiak
Kathi Kucharski
Jennifer Kulinski
Ewa Lacka
Harold & Linda Larsen
Barry & Regina Lawler
Sandra Lax
Maurice Lefford
Denise Leung & Matthew McKee
Bryan Lind
Donald A. Lindow
Claire Lipten
Jason C. Long
Leslie Lott
Christine C. Love
Thomas & Suzanne Lyman
Ruth MacPhee
David Mahan
Ms. Giovannina C. Maio
Owiso Makuku
Vera Mannhardt
Delphine Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Matle
Ilene & Christopher McBee
Susan McBride
Greg & Mary Ellen McCaffrey
Ed McCallum
Dan McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy McCarthy
John McCauley
Alan & Joan McClelland
Carole McConnell
Pat McConville
John & Catherine McGinnity
Cheryl McManus
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew McMechan
Cindy & Mark McPherson
Charlotte Merkerson
William Miles, M.D.
Judy Miller
Kaye & Stan Miller
Dr. Susan Molina
Wanda Montibeller
Elinor Morgenstein
John Moroun
Richard A. Morris
Shawn Mortensen
MOTVA Usher
Megan Mulvaney
Corene M. Munro
Susan Mutter

Mrs. M. Joan Nardi
Sam S. & Barbara L. Nassar
Josephine Navetta
Anne Victoria Neale & Richard O. 

Scott
David A. Nelson 
Sally E. Neslund
Regina Neugebohr
Janet Newcomer
Mary Nowak
Mateusz & Allison Nowak
Nancy Ohl & Peter Foss
Kathleen Oliphant
Audrey Olmstead
Richard Olson
Ava Ortner
Mary L. Pape
Carl & Doris Pearson
Judith R. Pell
Anne People
Eduardo M. Perou
Miss Alma M. Petrini
Gale A. Phelps
John Piskulich
Phyllis Pizzimenti
Lawrence & Joanne Plant
Susan Pockington
Leonard & Judy Poger
Curtis Posuniak
Douglas E. & Roberta A. Price
Judith Primak
Robert W. Prout
Phyllis Ann Pryor
Lloyd L. Racine
Drs. José & Lourice Rafols
Terri & Karl Rausch
Roderick & Margaret Reese
Phyllis & Jack Relyea
John Ridgeway
Fred & Gail Ritchie
Beth M. Rivers
Michael L. Roberts
Wendy Robins
Janice Roller
Denise Rose
Judy Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Fred I. Rumball
Dr. Margaret Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Dmitriy Sakharov
Gail A. Schmitz
Mr. & Mrs. Wlater Schulstad
H. C. Scott 
Joel Seguine
Thomas Seubert
Paul & Carolyn Seymour
Ola Shackelford
Patrick & Carol Sheehy
Paula Shelton
Linda Sherr
Mary Shindel
Roger J. Siegel
Selma Lahr Silverman
Stanley Simek
Virginia & Charles Slickis
Lary R. Smith
Sherri Smith
Thomas W. Smith
Peggy Smith
Anne E. Snudden
Mark & Jan Sockness
Lynn Sohacki
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sosnowski
Anna Speck
Christine Srock
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Stark
Loraine Stear
Gail Stevenson
Jennifer K. Sluka
Cristina & James Sunstrum
Matthew Sweet
Mr. & Mrs. John Swindinski
Frank & Carolyn Tarzia
Mr. & Mrs. Peter L. Tate
Lisa W. Taylor
Susan G. Thomas
Patrice & Robert Ticknor
Sylvia Tominson
Mary T. Trybus
Mr. & Mrs. Narimantas V. Udrys
Sripathy Umapathi
Kathryn & John Untener III
Mary Ellen Vaydik
Jeffrey Vezina
Nancy vom Steeg
Marietherese L. Walbridge
Gwendolyn L. Walker
Anita Lynn Walters
Janette Wassemiller
George Waterman
Elaine Weingarden
Lenore Weiss
Sally Phelps Wells
Sharon Wells
Paul Wemhoff
Phyllis Werbel
Janet & Douglas Whitaker
Charles White
Allan & Marjorie Whittemore
Bernell L. Wiggins
Jane Wilensky
Costella S. Winbush
Rose Windsor
Debra Winters
Sally Wisotzkey
Julius Yabut
Kenneth York
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Sidney & Rosalie Young
Roberta Zald
Michelle A. Zaydel
Lita & Allen Zemmol
Monica & Norm Ziegelman
Lonny & Gail Zimmerman
Ian Zitron

Below $50
Anonymous 
Rose Acosta
Beth Adams
Robert C. Alexander
Diane Alfafara
Patsy Anderson
Harold Anthony
Gregory Apsey
Virginia R. Argo
Joel Arnold
Victor Attar
Elyse L. Aurbach
Lynn M. Baker
Carl & MaryAnn Balduf
Catherine M. Baldy
Jacqueline Barber
Jennifer Bauer
Linda Baumeister
Dirk & Jessica Beamer
Gwendolyn D. Beaskey
Jonathan Bell
Dana Benningfield
J. Bentley
Jennifer Bernstein & Ashwin Dey
Dorothy Berry
Mary Baker Berry
Lisa and Donald Beyer
Alan Bigelow
Paul Bjorngaard
Francis & Joy Blouin
William Bobek
Joanna Boelio
Erma J. Boucher
Alison Boughton
Tyler J. Boque 
Sheila Bradly
Inge Bricio
Curtis & Janet Brooks
Gregory & Kelly Brooks
Sharon Brunetti
R. Preston Bruning
Trudy & Jonathan Bulkley
D. A. Burrows
Annetta M. Byrne
Kelly Callan
Kirk Carlson
Wayne Carpenter
Dr. Clarice Graham Carter
William Carver
Ruth Cassar
Crystal Castle
Shirley Charbonneau
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Chotkowski
Chudler Family 
Stephanie Clark
Janice Cliff
Claude W. Coates
Christopher Cocozzoli
Marian Cohen & Sheldon Ginns
Havard Cole
Martin Collica
Richard & Barbara Collins
Virginia Corrigan
Mary E. Creager
Caren Cross
Ann Marie Curley
William Czarnecki
Kelly Daniels
Tara Day
Alvin DeHayes
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickhudt 
Rachel Diehl
Alex Dinser & Theodora Kazakos & 

Betty Dinser
Shirley Dixon
Connie Doherty
Donna J. Drew
Boris Drigant
Dr. Dana Driscoll
Shelley Gach-Droz
Ms. Dorothy Duensing
Jane Duggan
Patricia Duguid
Leona Edelson
Bernadine Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Harry D. Edwards
Emily Eichenhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Eldred
Gillian Ellis
Rebecca Claire Engelhard
Sandy Farida
Stanley S. Fasbinder
Ruth Favro
Sue & David Frazzini
Patricia Fedorko
Lindsay Fendrich
Lisa & Steven Ficker
Marian Foehr
Eric & Mary Follo
Shannon Ford
William Fregard
Virginia Freeman
Laurie J. Fundukian
Marie Furcron
Jay & Carole Gardner

Mr. Randy Gavorin & Dr. Denise 
Gavorin

Janet Geisler
Jutta Gerber-Malm 
John & Antonia Gibson
Denise M. Godin
Lisa Golek
Kimberly Steinberg Goodman
Linda Goodman
Ann Goscicki
Iris Green
Yelena Grinshpun
Patricia Grober
Natalie Guevara
John Paul Gusamano & Lisa Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gustafson
Nisa Hacias
Cynthia Haley
Barbara Hamilton
Daniel J. Harpold
Taras Hayda
Patricia Hays
Julia & Doron Helfman
Melvin & Sylvia Hemer
Erik & Elizabeth Hildinger
Chiquinia E. Hill
Heather Hill
Susan Hirschhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Huseyin R. Hiziroglu
Karlyne Hodges
Joseph Holcomb
James Howard
Thomas & Mary Hrynik
Alma Hunter
Wilma Hurd
In loving memory of Alex Kaber
Margaret A. Innis
Sandra Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. H. W. Jennings
Martha A. Johns
Brendan Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Betty Sue Jones
Michelle Kapp
Emily Karr
Phillip & Cynthia Kashigian
Robert & Deborah Keast
Carole Keller 
Kathleen L. Kerwin
Bette E. Kettlehut
Carl F. Kiehler
Heather Kime
Gail Kinsler
Bernard Klein
Joan Klumpp
John & Marlene Kondelik
Vicki Kondelik
Andrew Kopietz
Laurice Kotchenruther
Jennifer Kowalczyk
Barbara & Gary Krenz
Francene Kriegel
Dorothy Kucinski
Ronald Kumon
Nancy LaDuke
Richard Landback
Louise Langdon
Laurel Langmeyer
Laura Larson
Colleen Lauless
Barbara Layman
Lydia B. La Zurenko, P. E.
C. M. Lee
Marilyn & John Lee
Simona Leszinsky
Andrew Levin
Kathleen & L. Robert Levy
Barbara Lewis
Brenda Lewis
Eve Lieberman
John Long
Marjorie Lynn
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Adelia Macker
Mariam MacLean-Babbitt
Perry MacNeille
Ann Maltese
Mrs. Zaven Margosian
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Markman
Helen Martin
Nancy Mathura
Myrna Mazure
Brian McCabe
Elizabeth McAlister
Meghan McCune
Eric & Lisa McGrath
Dee McHalpine
Martha B. Mermier
Ellenor C. Mertz
Deborah Messer
Margaret & James Meyer
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Michael
Mary Micus
Mariam Middlebrooks
Beverly Miller
Sheila M. Minnick
Louis J. Mirisciotti
Alaina Molenda
Richard & Beth Monroe
Linda L. Moon
Judith K. Moon
Debbra A. Moore
Elliot Hansen Moore
Cheryl D. Moyer
Donna Muawad 

Karen Muchitsch 
Judith Mysliviec
Nancy Need
Daniel A. Nicholls
Susan Nicholson
Alice Nigoghosian
Christopher & Shannon Nitchie
Leslie O’Day Benya 
Susan Oliver
Maria & Solomon Oslan
Mary M. Otto
Gail Paden
Patty Palmer
William R. Palmer
Christine Renee Patterson
Rosa Paulus 
Suzanne Payne
Meredith Pear
Joyce Pennington
Sheila Peppor
Jeremy J. Peters
Gregory Peterson 
Mary Peterson
Donald & Deborah Peven
Venise J. Pittman
Barbara Plants
Linda Plasko
Melvin Poger
Hilda Pollice
Lynn Portnoy 
Claudio & Mary Kay Polo
Catherine E. & Charles R. Potkay
Catherine Powell
Nora Powell
Emily Prekel
Suzanne M. Price
Dolores Progaccini
Malika Pryor
Kevin Quain
Suzanne Quesenberry
Bruce, Marie & Kyle Rabey
Wade Rakes II
Joseph Rakocy
Candi Randazzo-Boik
Nancy E. Resnick
Craig Reynolds
Mark Reynolds
Sharon Rhodes

Alice Rhoney
Lee Riddle
Suzanne Rife
Jeanette Robbins
Mr. & Mrs. James Roberts
Sophia Roberts
Diana Rodwell
Ralle K. Rothman
Marie Roy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rozich
Patrick Ryan
Marilyn Rylance
Slavko Scepanovic
Lois Schenk
Vera Schey
Patricia Schultz
Marguerite & William Schwedler
H. C. Scott
Claudia Seldon
Cherie & Stuart Selis
JoAnn Sellers
Myrna Shapero
Barbara Shapiro
Claire Sheldon
Gertrude Shiemke 
Michele Shuman
William & Suzanne Sikora
Nancy Silveri
Robert & Sarah Simonds
Jeff & Jennifer Sims
Sharon Skorupski
Mary Lou Skrzyniarz
Joan H. Smith
Thomas & Mary Soldan
Catherine Somerville
Lee Ann Somerville
Clarice Squillare
Mrs. Norma Stalker
Mrs. Lila H. Stearns
Joseph P. & Roberta M. Steger
Rob & Sharon Suess
Dorothy Sundeck
Emily N. Swanson
Mr. & Mrs. John Swigart
Vicky Talmers
Shawn & Grace Tambeau
Thomas Taylor
Jamina Tepley

Dr. Coletta Thomas
Wendy Thompson 
Judith Torosian
Anna Tomaselli
Sarah Tonkin
Katherine Toole
Marvin L. Townsell
Elizabeth Treloar & Alvin Turner
Rebecca Tron
Lioudmila Troutneve
Louise Trujillo
Maryann Tuskey
Ebonee Uddell
Iris Lee Underwood
Amy Viergutz
Aaron von Allmen
Pamela Wallingford
Froestina Warren Ph. D.
Janis Weaver
Mrs. David Weikal 
Nancy Weingarten
Elizabeth Weiss
Karen Whittemore
Kate Wilcox
Monica Williams
Johanna E. Wilson
Susan & Arnold Winshall
Rita Winters & David Cinabro
Shannon Winston
Daryl & Lucie Witte
Larry & Leann Wolf
Rose & Emil Wolok
Sharon Woods
Reesie Woodson
Marylis Wozniacki
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wright
Douglas Young
Betty Zann
Katie Zeiter
Kate Zeitvogel
Adam C. Zwicker

Our donor list has been  
carefully reviewed in order to  
provide credit to all supporters. 
However, if you find an error,  
please contact us at (313) 237-3425, 
or hhamilton@motopera.org.

Announce
“I was here”
while you’re
still here.
Making a gift to the endowment of the Michigan Opera Theatre  
is a way of leaving an indelible imprint. Find out more by calling 
Kim-Lan Trinh of the Michigan Opera Theatre at 313.237.3408. 

©2006 CFSEM

in partnership with
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CORPORATE SUPPORT
oPErA & DAnCE

GrAnD BEnEFACTor
$100,000 - $200,000
Ford Motor Company Fund
  Fall Opera Season Sponsor
   Carmina Burana & The 

Medium Production 
Sponsor

   Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater Student 
Performance Sponsor

  Opera Ball Silver Sponsor

General Motors Foundation 
and Cadillac
   Spring Opera Season 

Sponsor
   Community Programs 

Sponsor
  Opera Ball Silver Sponsor

Masco Corporation 
Foundation
   General Operating 

Support
   Community Programs 

Sponsor

SiGnAl BEnEFACTor
$50,000 – $99,000
Bank of America
   Opening Night Sponsor 

Bad Boys of Dance,
  The Nutcracker, Alvin Ailey 
   American Dance Theater 

and Swan Lake
   BravoBravo! Entrance 

Lobby Sponsor 

Fiat
   BravoBravo! Presenting 

Sponsor

MAJor BEnEFACTor
$25,000 - $49,999
DTE Energy Foundation
   The Marriage of Figaro 
Performance Sponsor

   Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater Performance 
Sponsor 

   BravoBravo! Cabana 
Sponsor

Meritor
   General Operating 
Support

   Opera Ball Table Sponsor
   Golf Outing Tee Sponsor

BEnEFACTor
$15,000 - $24,999
Toyota
    Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theater Production 
Sponsor

FEllow
$10,000 - $14,999
Compuware
   Opera Ball Table Sponsor
Grunwell-Cashero
   Golf Outing  Presenting 
Sponsor

Mack Avenue Records
 Too Hot to Handle
 Presenting Sponsor
MGM Grand Detroit
  BravoBravo! Sponsor
   Opera Ball Box Sponsor
PNC Foundation
  Community Programs 
Sponsor

Quicken Loans 
  BravoBravo! Cadillac Café 
Sponsor

Somerset Collection 
Charitable Foundation

SUSTAinEr
$5,000 - $9,999
Boyle Burdett
  Opera Ball Table Sponsor
Great Lakes Beverage
  BravoBravo! Gold Sponsor
Honigman Miller Schwartz 
Cohn LLP
  Opera Ball Table Sponsor
Lear Corporation
McDonald’s
    BravoBravo! Allesee 

Lounge Sponsor
MHT Housing, Inc.
  Opera Ball Table Sponsor
Nordstrom
  The Marriage of Figaro 
Student/Senior Dress 
Rehearsal Sponsor

Northern Trust
  Opera Ball Table Sponsor
Real Integrated-Aviva & 
Dean Friedman
 Opera Ball Table Sponsor

PATron
$2,500 - $4,999
Ambassador Bridge/Duty 
Free Shop
  Opera Ball Box Sponsor
Eclipse Creative – Eric 
Longs
   BravoBravo! Skybox 

Sponsor
Greektown Casino
   BravoBravo! Smith Lobby 

Sponsor
Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss
  Opera Ball Patron Sponsor
Micron Electrical Contractor
    BravoBravo! Skybox 

Sponsor

MGM Mirage Voice 
Foundation
   MOT Children’s Chorus 

Sponsor
Politically Smart, LLC
   BravoBravo! Skybox 

Sponsor
PVS Chemicals
   Opera Ball Patron Sponsor
Sanders Candy and Ice 
Cream Shops
   BravoBravo! Skybox 

Sponsor
   GDC Lounge Chocolates 

Sponsor
University of Michigan-
Office of Medical 
Development & Alumni 
Relations
   Opera Ball Patron Sponsor
Wolverine Packing 
Company
  
Donor 
$1,000 - $2,499
Ash Stevens
Barris, Sott, Denn & Driker, 
P.L.L.C.
Cristol’s Bachlorette Party
    BravoBravo! Main Stage 

Retreat Sponsor
Richard S. Elsea Marital 
Trust/Real Estate One
CN Corporation
Kindermorgan Foundation
   MOT Children’s Chorus 

Sponsor
The Lifting As We Climb 
Foundation
   BravoBravo! Main Stage 

Retreat Sponsor
Marc Baker
   BravoBravo! Main Stage 

Retreat Sponsor

Meadowbrook Insurance 
Agency
Salon Bliss
   BravoBravo! Beauty Bar 

Sponsor
The Westin Book Cadillac
   BravoBravo! Hospitality 

Sponsor 

ConTriBUTor
$500 - $999
AME American Music 
Environments, Inc.
Tom & Debbie Krikorian
    Golf Outing Tee Sponsor 
Cranbrook General 
Underwriters/Walsh & Co.
    Golf Outing Tee Sponsor 

Madison Electric
Special Events

FoUnDATion & 
GovErnMEnT 
SUPPorT
oPErA & DAnCE   

GovErnMEnT
Mi chigan Council for Arts 

and Cultural Affairs
Na tional Endowment for 

the Arts

$100,000 +
Ma ndell L. and Madeleine 

H. Berman Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
McGregor Fund

$25,000 and above
Erb Family Foundation
Karen & R. Jamison 
Williams

$20,000 and above
Barbara Frankel &  
Ron Michalak

Susanne McMillan
The Shirley K. Schlafer 
Foundation

$15,000 and above
Gretchen & Ethan 
Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Norman D. 
Katz

  and Mrs. Ruth Rattner
William Smith

$10,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Alonzo

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel
Marianne Endicott
Denise & Robert Lutz
Cyril Moscow

Dr. Charlotte &  
Mr. Charles Podowski

Richard Sonenklar
Richard Ventura

Michigan Opera Theatre Donor Honor Roll
Michigan Opera Theatre gratefully acknowledges the generous individual donors who made general operating support gifts, excluding Preserve 

the Legacy contributions, totaling $10,000 and above between July 1, 2011, and June 30, 2012. Their support plays an integral part in the 
company’s financial stability which is necessary for producing quality grand opera, dance and award-winning educational activities.

Contributors to Annual Campaigns
Michigan Opera Theatre gratefully acknowledges the generous corporate foundation government and individual donors 

whose contributions were made between July 1, 2011, and June 30, 2012. Their generosity is vital to the company’s 
financial stability, which is necessary to sustain MOT’s position as a valued cultural resource.

$100,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Allesee

Mandell L. & Madeline H. Berman Foundation

$50,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. John Boll, Sr.

Joanne Danto & Dr. Arnold Weingarden
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation 

Herman & Sharon Frankel



$30,000 – $99,999
DeRoy Testamentary 

Foundation
  Young Artist Apprentice 

Program Sponsor 
Pearl Fishers Performance 
Sponsor

Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher 
Foundation

Sage Foundation
J. Ernest & Almena Gray 

Wilde Fund 
 Pearl Fishers Production 
Sponsor

$10,000 - $29,999
Arts Midwest
  BalletMET Columbus 

Nutcracker Performance 
Sponsor

Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb 
Family Foundation

Ann and Gordon Getty 
Foundation

Sally Mead Hands 
Foundation

  Community Programs
Alice Kales Hartwick 

Foundation
Hudson-Webber Foundation

Oliver Dewey Marcks 
Foundation

Karen & Drew Peslar 
Foundation

Shirley Schlafer Foundation
  Alvin Ailey American Dance 

Theater Education Sponsor
Ida & Conrad H. Smith 

Endowment for the 
Michigan Opera Theatre 
 I Pagliacci Performance 
Sponsor

Mary Thompson Foundation
 Community Programs
Samuel L. Westerman 

Foundation
Matilda R. Wilson Fund

$5,000 - $9,999
Frank G. and Gertrude 

Dunlap Fund
 General Operating Support
  Golf Outing Golf Cart 

Sponsor
The Mockingbird 

Foundation
 Community Programs
Herbert and Elsa Ponting 

Foundation 
Community Programs

Elizabeth, Allan and Warren 
Shelden Fund

Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Young Woman’s Home 

Association
 Community Programs

$1,000 - $4,999
Detroit Industrial School
 Community Programs
Drusilla Farwell Foundation
Lifting As We Climb 

Foundation
  BravoBravo! Couch 

Sponsor
James & Lynelle Holden 

Fund
Benard L. Maas Foundation
  MOT Children’s Chorus 

Performance Sponsor 
Lee & Maxine Peck 

Foundation
  MOT Children’s Chorus 

Sponsor
Ralph L. and Winifred E. 

Polk Foundation
Sigmund and Sophie Rohlik 

Foundation
Village Woman’s Club 

Foundation
 Community Programs

MAJor GiFTS – oPErA

$60,000 and above
Herman & Sharon Frankel

$10,000 and above
Susanne McMillan
Cyril Moscow
Ruth Rattner

$5,000 and above
The Foundation of the 

Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation/James & Helen 
Raisin Philanthropic Fund

Anne & John Roberts

inDiviDUAl SUPPorT
— oPErA

GEnErAl DirECTor’S 
CirClE
iMPrESArio
$10,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Alonzo
Mrs. Marianne Endicott
Sharon & Herman Frankel
Mrs. Susanne McMillan
Mr. William Smith
Mr. Richard Sonenklar & 

Mr. Gregory Haynes
Mr. Richard D. Ventura

BEnEFACTor
$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas F. 

Allison
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Alan Baun
Mrs. Ilse Calcagno
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Chirco
Mr. Thomas Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. Ethan Davidson
Dr. David DiChiera
Ms. Nell Duke & Mr. David 

Ammer
Sylvia Rosales & Dr. David 

Fike
Dr. Marjorie M. Fisher
Mrs. Barbara Frankel &  

Mr. Ronald Michalak
The Carole & Norman 

Hofley Foundation
Dr. William Kupsky &  

Dr. Ali Moiin
Mr. & Mrs. Chak Lai
Mr. & Mrs. Harry A. 

Lomason II
Mrs. Florence LoPatin
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Mancuso
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. 

Munk
Mr. Joseph R. Papp
Dr. Charlotte & Mr. Charles 

Podowski
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Roberts
Mrs. Patricia Rodzik
Mrs. Carolyn L. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. S. Kinnie Smith
Dr. Calvin L. Stevens
Mrs. Barbara Van Dusen
Mr. & Mrs. George C. 

Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. Herman W. 

Weinreich

SUSTAinEr
$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Allesee
Dr. Lourdes Andaya
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Angileri
Dr. Harold Mitchell 

Arrington
The Hon. & Mrs. Edward 

Avadenka
Mr. & Mrs.  James M. 

Balcerski
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Blizman
Mr. & Mrs. G. Peter Blom
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bowlby
Ruth & Paul Chosid 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick H. 

Clark
The Hon. & Mrs. Avern L. 

Cohn
Mrs. RoseAnne Comstock
Dr. Mary Carol Conroy
Drs. Laura & Jeffrey 

Corrigan
Mrs. Mary Rita Cuddohy
Mrs. Victor Curatolo
Ms. Joanne Danto & Dr. 

Arnie Weingarden
Ms. Julia Donovan Darlow 

& The Hon. John C. 
O’Meara

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry D’Avanzo
Leslie Desmond & Philip 

Stoffregen
Mr. & Mrs. Cameron B. 

Duncan
Dr. Raina Ernstoff & Mr. 

Sanford Hansell
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Ewing
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd C. Fell
Mr. & Mrs. Carl B. Fontana
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Freeman
Mr. Allan Gilmour & Mr. 

Eric Jirgens
Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy, III
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Goetz
Harvey Grace & Reva Kogan
Mr. Kenneth E. Hart
Dr. & Mrs. Gerhardt A. Hein
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Hodgson
Mr. William Hulsker
Elanah Nachman Hunger & 

Rick Hunger
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Israel
Mr. & Mrs. Verne G. Istock
Mr. & Mrs. Gary E. Johnson
Marjorie & Maxwell Jospey 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Martin 

Kellman
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kesler
Mr. & Michael Kratchman
Elaine & Dr. Gerald Laker
Mr. Paul Lavins
Mr. Charles Letts
Mrs. Linda Dresner Levy & 

Mr. Edward Levy, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Miguel Lis-

Planells
Mr. Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lupo
Mrs. Denise Lutz
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Martella

IN THEIR OWN WORDS:
“The performing arts are vital to the 
economic well-being of any metropol-
itan area. MOT and Dr. DiChiera have 
been leaders in this cultural health of 
Detroit with their innovative approach  
and leadership.

Dr. DiChiera and my aunt’s love of opera 
have made a big difference in  
my life.

MOT and Dr. DiChiera should have all 
the support and stability possible to 
make MOT a permanent fixture in our city.

I grew up in a home filled with music. My mother sang. My 
parents took me to concerts and operas starting at a very young 
age. My first introduction to David DiChiera was with Overture 
to Opera. I saw how important music education was for the 
students. MOT grew out of this program, and I was honored to 
be a part of it. MOT has brought such pleasure, joy and interest 
to so many. Through opera education our young people have 
found careers, it has helped them in their lives, and provided a 
positive focus for many of them. MOT has been a catalyst for 
many Detroit businesses. As members of the Detroit community, 
it behooves us to support MOT. It is an honor for me to be a part 
of this legacy.

—Marianne Trombley Endicott

Since 1971, Mrs. Endicott has been a staunch supporter of MOT, 
participating in capital campaigns as well as annual campaigns for 
opera and dance, and all major fundraisers and special events. 
She is a member of the General Director’s Circle and the General 
Director’s Circle Committee, and the Avanti Society, MOT’s group 
of friends who have made arrangements to include MOT in their 
estate plans.

“Thank you, Marianne, for the memories!” — David DiChiera
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Dr. Bettye Arrington-Martin 
& The Hon. Jack Martin

Ms. Mary C. Mazure
Mr. Phillip D. Minch
Ms. Anne Moroun
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Moroun
Mr. & Mrs. Xavier Mosquet
Mr. Jonathan Orser
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford 

Ovshinsky
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Pehrson
Mr. Jack Perlmutter & Mr. 

Dan Clancy
Mr. Charles Peters
Mr. & Mrs. David Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Brock E. Plumb
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Powers
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner
Dr. Pamela Trotman-Reid & 

Dr. Irvin Reid
Mr. Kenneth Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Norman H. 

Rosenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh C. Ross
Ms. Janice Ross
Mary & Robert Sanders
Dr. Barbara & Mr. Laurence 

Schiff
Kim & Donald Schmidt
Lois & Mark Shaevsky
Arlene Shaler
Mr. Stephan Sharf
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Smith
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Snyder
Dr. & Mrs. Robert J. Sokol
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sonye
Ms. Betsy Duncan Spong
Dr. Gregory Stephens
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald H. 

Stollman
Dr. Ruth Strausz
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Terrell
Dr. Lorna Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas 

Toppin
Mrs. Phyllis Webb
Mr. John Weber & Dr. Dana 

Zakalik 
Mr. John Wickey
Mrs. Amelia H. Wilhelm
Mr. & Mrs. R. Jamison 

Williams
Mrs. Beryl Winkelman
Dina & Eric Winter
The Hon. Joan Young & Mr. 

Tom Schellenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Zangerle
Mrs. Paul Zuckerman

DonorS
$2,000 - $2,499
Mr. & Mrs. Kenn Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene 

Applebaum
Mrs. Donald J. Atwood
Noel Baril & Dr. Jeff 

Tranchida
J. Addison Bartush
Mr. & Mrs. Mandell Berman
Mrs. John G. Bielawski
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene W. 

Blanchard
Mr. & Mrs. John Boll, Sr.

Mr. Jim Bonahoom - 
Wolverine Packing 
Company

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. 
Bowerman

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brasie
Mrs. Betty Bright
Mr. & Mrs. William Brooks
Dorothy Ozog Carson & Dr. 

Thomas Carson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Chirco
Mr. Edward Cody
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence N. 

David
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Dean
Mr. Thomas J. Delaney
Kristin & Peter Dolan
Dr. Charles H. Duncan
Frances & Kenneth 

Eisenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fair, 

Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Feldman
Adrienne & Robert Z. 

Feldstein
Dr. Theodore Fellenbaum & 

Mr. Michael Swain
Mrs. Elaine Fontana
Mr. Marvin Frenkel
Aviva & Dean Friedman
Dr. & Mrs. Clifford 

Furgison
Dr. Glendon Gardner & Ms. 

Leslie Landau
Mr. & Mrs. Keith E. Gifford
Mr. William Greene & Mr. 

Peter McGreevy
Nancy & Carson 

Grunewald
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Haberman
Mrs. Hilda I. Hamburger
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hamel
Mr. & Mrs. David 

Handleman
Mr. & Mrs. David H. Hill
Mrs. Harriet Hull
Mary & John Irvine
Mrs. Sybil Jaques
Amy & Kent Jidov
Ms. Mary Barton Jolliffe
Mr. & Mrs. Norman D. Katz
Ms. Ida King
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Klarman
Dr. Melvin Lester
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Lewis
Dr. & Mrs. Robert P. Lisak
Marian & Dr. Stephan 

Loginsky
Mark-Lis Family Fund – 

Mrs. Florine Mark
Dr. and Mrs. Robert 

Matthews
Dr. Lisa Meils
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Mitchell
Ms. Monica Moffat & Mr. 

Pat McGuire
Dr. & Mrs. Van C. Momon, 

Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Mondry
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore 

Monolidis
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Nachman
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Nemon
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Nickles

Prof. Leonard Niehoff
Mr. Arthur A. Nitzsche
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Nusbaum
Dr. Juliette Okotie-Eboh
Dr. Wallace Peace
Dr. Robert E.L. Perkins
Dr. Boyd F. Richards & Mr. 

Joshua J. Ronnebaum
Dr. & Mrs. James Rigby
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 

Rugiero
Mrs. Luigi Ruscillo
Mr. & Mrs. Hershel 

Sandberg
Mrs. Lee C. Saperstein
Mr. & Mrs. Alan E. 

Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Merton Segal
Dr. & Mrs. Michael J. Short
Ms. Laura Sias & Ms. Kathy 

Coburn
Mr. & Mrs. Walter M. Stark
Dr. Jonathan Swift
Mr. Ronald F. Switzer
Mrs. Norman J. Tabor
Mr. & Mrs. Joel D. Tauber
Dr. & Mrs. L. Murray 

Thomas
Mrs. Steven I. Victor
Ms. Carmen Wargel & Mr. 

Ryan Fringer
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher D. 

Wilhelm
Dr. & Mrs. Clyde Wu
Mr. & Mrs. David J. 

Zmyslowski

CAMErATA ClUB
$1,000 - $1,999
Mrs. Nina Abrams
Mrs. Judith Lowitz & Mr. 

Joshua Adler
Mrs. Nancy  Angott 
Mr. Stanislaw Bialoglowski
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice S. 

Binkow
Mr. Robert Bomier
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brodie
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard 

Brodsky
Mrs. Dina Brodsky
Rev. Paul Chateau
Ms. Eleanor Christie
Mr. Douglas Cornelsen & 

Ms. Minka Christoff
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 

Delsener
Mr. & Mrs. Curt DiChiera
Ms. Irene Dzialak
Dr. Leopold Eisenberg
Dr. & Mrs. Lionel 

Finkelstein
Mr. John Fleming
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Folberg
Dr. & Mrs. Saul Forman
Mr. & Mrs. Burke Fossee
Ms. Irene M. Garcia
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Geheb
Thomas M. Gervasi
Mr. Nathaniel Good
Mr. & Mrs. James Grosfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gualteri

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hage
Ms. Nancy B. Henk
Mrs. David B. Hermelin
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hillegonds
Dr. Deanna & Mr. David 

Holtzman
Mr. & Mrs. Addison 

Igleheart
Mr. Henry M. Kassen
Sally & John Kendrick
Mrs. Leslie Lazzerin
Mr.  David Lebenbom
Dr. & Mrs. Zvi Levran
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Levy
Ms. Patricia McKanna
Mr. & Mrs. William 

Michaluk
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Miller
Surayyah Muwwakkil 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. 

Norling
Mrs. Sophie Pearlstein
Dr. & Mrs. Claus 

Petermann
Miss Alma M. Petrini
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Pflum
Dr. & Mrs. Peter J. Polidori
Mrs. Waltraud Prechter
Mrs. Margaret Raben
Mr. & Mrs. Rip Rapson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Regoni
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Reuss
The Elmira L. Rhein Family 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rooney
Mrs. Gerry Ross
Mr. & Mrs. George 

Roumell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Salot
Mr. & Mrs. William Sandy
Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt
Mrs. Steven Sell
Ms. Cynthia B. Shaw
Ms. Maureen Shea & Mr. 

Terry Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Silveri
Mrs. Erwin S. Simon

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sloan
Ms. Renate Soulen
Mrs. Richard Starkweather
Mr. Dante Stella
Dr. & Mrs. Mack C. Stirling
Mr. & Mrs. Willie Stone
Yoko Suzuki 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Tierney
Mr. & Mrs. Gerrit Vreeken
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Whiting
Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Whitman
Mr. & Mrs. John A Wise, Jr.
Dr. Lucia Zamorano
Mrs. Morton Zieve

GDC oPEninG niGHT 
& 2nd SATUrDAy 
niGHT
inTErMiSSion 
SPonSorS
Dr. Lourdes Andaya
Gloria & Fred Clark
Maureen & Jerry D’Avanzo
Dodie & Larry David
Eleanor & Alan Israel
Marian & Dr. Stephan 

Loginsky
Ron Switzer & Jim McClure
The General Director’s 

Circle Committee
Megan & Jason Warzecha
Karen & Rick Williams

AnnUAl FUnD 
DonorS

lUMinAry
$500-$999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Allen
D. L. Anthony
Mrs. Chester Arnold
Mr. John H. Barbes
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bealore

IN MEMORIAM
Michigan Opera Theatre notes with  
sadness the passing of Trustees and  

General Director’s Circle members this  
past fiscal year. Their commitment and 
enthusiasm for the arts and cultural life  

of our community will be missed.

victor cervenak 

reMa Frankel

John w. JicklinG, sr.

zoiFa kaFarski, M.d.

arthur rodecker

GeorGe struMBos

l. Murray thoMas, M.d.

edith wasserMan

trudy weinreich
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Mr. & Mrs. Dean Bedford, 
Jr.

Mrs. Wilma F. Bledsoe
Dr. & Mrs. David Bloom
Professor & Mrs. Dale E. 

Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. James Brooks
David, Karen & Jacob 

Brown
Dr. Cynthia Browne
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Brzenk
Catherine Ciotti
Evelyn Burton
Mr. & Mrs. Efstratios 

Calagias
Mr. & Mrs. Brian C. 

Campbell
Ms. C. R. Campitelle
Mr. Samuel Cannon
Leigh & Lane Coleman
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony DeLuca
Mr. & Mrs. Brent A. 

DeVooght
Mrs. Kimberly Dickens
Dr. Donald Ditmars
Mrs. Joseph Dudley
Dr. Patricia L. Edwards
Reverend William F. Fisher
Mrs. Barbara A. Fisher & 

Mr. William Gould
Mrs. Shirley M. Flanagan
Dr. Yvonne Friday &  

Mr. Stephen Black
Ms. Carol Friend
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel E. 

Frohardt-Lane
Ms. Kathleen Gahan
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 

Garberding
Ms. Catherine H. Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. David Gaskin
John & Rebecca Gaydos
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gilmore
Ms. Shirley M. Gray
Jamie Hall M.D.
Maria A. (Capicchioni) 

Harris
Mrs. Mary Alice Heaton
Miss Patricia Hinojosa
Mr. Michael E. Hinsky
Mr. Stanley Hirt
Ms. Barbara E. Honner
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. 

Jeannette
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M 

Jerneycic
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jeryan
Mr. & Mrs. David Joswick
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Karp
Dr. & Mrs. Michael T. Keefe
Ms. Geraldine B. Keller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kelly
Mr. John Keros
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Kleiman
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Klimko
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Knas
Mr. & Mrs.  Mark Kolins
Mr. & Mrs. Roy H. 

Koponen
Dr. & Mrs. Myron LaBan
Mrs. Alexandra LaCombe
Al & Susan Lacroix
Ms. Julie LaFrance
Ms. Catherine LaMont & 

Mr. Michael Donovan
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Lash

Dr. James & Mrs. Anita 
Leisen

Mr. Max Lepler & Mr. Rex 
L. Dotson

Dr. Stanley Levy
Dr. & Mrs. Yefim Levy
Mr. John Lovegren & Mr. 

Daniel Isenschmid
Mr. & Mrs. John Luchini
Mr. & Mrs. Steven T. 

Marlette 
Ms. Jennifer Marling
Ms. Janet Groening Marsh
Dr. Crystal Gardner-Martin
Ms. Elin Mathews
Hon. & Mrs. George G. 

Matish
Juliane & Donald McCann
Ms. Mary McGough
Patricia A. & Patrick G. 

McKeever
Barbara & Donald Mick
Ms. Laurie Mickiewicz
Brian & Toni Sanchez 

Murphy
Miss Surayyah Muwwakkil
Ms. Jennifer Neal
Mr.  & Mrs. Gene & Robin 

Newman
Mr. & Mrs. George 

Nicholson, III
Mrs. Carol Nine
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. 

O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Edward D. Paley
Ms. Haryani Permana
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Phillips
Ms. Irene Piccone
Mrs. Loraine Pickering
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Prysak
Mr. & Mrs. Michael B. Putz
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K 

Rappleye
Dr. Neepa Reagan & Mr. 

Sean Reagan
Mr. Dennis C. Regan & 

Miss Ellen M. Strand
David & Amanda Richards
Dr. John Romani & Dr. 

Barbara Anderson
Ms. Mary P. Rossio
Mrs. Alexander Rota
Ms. Ann Marie Rowley
Miss Phyllis Scales & Mr. 

Charles R. Scales Jr.
Mrs. Claus Schaefer
Mrs. Lori Schoenenberger
Drs. Robert & Franziska 

Schoenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Kingsley Sears
Mr. Bruce Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Ted J. Simon
Mrs. Helen T. Slater
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Smith
Nadine & Ken Sperry
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Stahl
Dr. Mildred Ponder Stennis
Mrs. E. Ray Stricker
Dedicated to Mr. Suzuki
Mr. Duane L. Tarnacki
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Tavoularis
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Thorpe
Mr. & Mrs. Peter P. Thurber

Ms. Michele M. Toenniges
Mrs. Dorothy Alice Tomei
Darlene S. Vasi
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. 

Wallin
Ms. Ann Kirk Warren
Mr. & Mrs. David & Diana 

Hagemann
Dr. Felecia Williams
Mr. George Williams
Mr. Lawrence Williams
Dr. Ruth A. Worthington
Mr. Gary Wozniak

SUPPorTEr
$250-$499
Anonymous
Ms. Anne M. Acosta & Mr. 

Charles W. Manke
Kimberly Aiken
Frank & Sandra Aloia
Rumia Ambrose-Burbank
David & Sandra Anderson
Mary Lu Angelilli, MD
George N. Anthony & 

Denise M. Hudson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. 

Anthony IV
Ms. Geraldine Atkinson
Dr. George Atsalis
Mr. & Mrs. Damion & 

Yvonne Austin
Ms. Allison Bach & Mr. 

Michael Cool
Ms. Nancy Balog
Dr. Gregory A. Banazak
Mr. & Mrs. C. Robert 

Barnard
Dr. Karen Heidelberg
Mr. Walter Baughman
Mr. Todd Beard
Mr. & Mrs. James D. 

Beauvais
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Benson
Ruth Berean
Ms. Kanta Bhambhani
Marlene & Carl Bihlmeyer
Dr. Terry Blackhawk
Dr. & Mrs. Jason H. Bodzin
In memory of Cynthia L. 

Boreland
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Bourget
Mr. & Mrs. Donald T. Breen
Dr. & Mrs. Sander J. Breiner
Ms. Joann C. Brooks
Ms. Joann F. Brooks
Mrs. Milena T. Brown
Mr. Donald Budny
Dr. & Mrs. Dana Busch
Mr. Dale A. Buss III
Barbara Cadaret
Hope L. Calati
Ms. Nettie Calhoun
Miss Helen H. Cannon
Dr. Lynne Carter
Robert, Kimberlie & 

Elizabeth Cedroni
Mr. & Mrs. L. B. Chappuis
Dr. Marlene S. Chavis
Mrs. Margaret Chorney
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey K. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Cobb, 

Esq.
Ms. Graciela R. Conley
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Connolly

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. 
Cosma

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & 
Michelle Costello

John R. Cromie
Maryann & Scotty 

Cromwell
Ms. Nora Curiel
Ms. Carol A. Czestkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Dancy
Ms. Suann Darmody
Mr. Benjamin Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Richard de Bear
Ms. Joyce E. Delamarter
Mr. & Mrs. Armando 

Delicato
Dr. Frank DeMarco
Mrs. Mary DeTomaso
Ms. Dianne Dickelmann
Mr. John R. DiLodovico
Dr. A. Luisa DiLorenzo
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Dissett
Robert & Miriam Donahue
Dr. & Mrs. Conrad L. 

Donakowski
David J. Donovan
Mr. Hugh Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. Roland & Diane 

Drayson
Mr. John Dreifus
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel S. 

Drucker
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Dryer
Drs. Paula & Michael Duffy
Mr. & Mrs. Don F. Duggan
James & Tammi Berry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Edgar
Robin & Leo Eisenberg 

Family Philanthropic Fund
Krystyna European Spa
The Hon. & Mrs. S. J. Elden
Ms. Wanda V. Ellison
Mr. F. Jose Engel
Dr. & Mrs. N.C. Engleberg
Mr. & Mrs. Ensign
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. Ensign
Mr. Wayne C. Everly
Filmmaker Heidi Ewing, 

Loki Films, LLC
Patsy Farthing
Mary Kaye & Mason Ferry
Ms. Judith Fietz
Drs. Julie B. Finn & Bradley 

Rowens
Mrs. Paul Firnschild
Dr. Lydia H. Fischer
Dr. Evelyn J. Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Fisk
Ms. Margaret M. Fitzpatrick
Ms. Sue Force
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Fox
Mrs. Harold L. Frank
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Frentrup
Mr. John Burns, Jr. & Mr. 

Gilbert M. Frimet
Ms. Margot Froehlich-

Kohler
Mr. Paul Gainer
Ms. Dolores Galea
Lawrence T. García
Dr. Grygori Gerasymchuk
Dr. Marilyn Gerwolls
Mr. & Mrs. Albert L. Glover
Ms. Patricia Godell

Ms. Nancy Gogo & Mr. 
Michael Bartnik

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Goldman
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. William R. 

Goudie
Mr. & Mrs. William Gourley
Ms. Cecile Graziano
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Green
Ms. Remona Green
Robert & Pamela Green
Mr. Daniel Greenberg
Mrs. Patricia Greenwood
Mrs. Mary K. Grimes
John Guest & Rachel 

Sherman
Daniel Haddad MD
Julie E. Hale
Mr. Nizami Halim
Mr. Fredrick Elliott Hall & 

Mrs. Wanda Hall
Ms. Florine Harbour
Mr. & Mrs. William R. 

Harmon
Dr. & Mrs. Natan HarPaz
Mr. Harland Harris
Patrick & Dinah Harwood
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey K. 

Haynes
Ms. Barbara Heller
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hepner
Dr. Gloria Heppner
Mr. Norman Herbert
David & Lisa Hergott
Dr. & Mrs. Martin M. 

Herman
Mr. Marc Herrick & Mr. 

Michael Farrell
Ms. Cathleen Hodson
Beth Hoger & Lisa Swem
Kalaida Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Jan Homan
Mr. Paul Horn
Tim & Senga Hornsey
Miss Danis Houser
Mr. & Mrs. James L. 

Howlett
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph L. 

Hudson, Jr.
Mr. Arthur B. Hudson Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Iacobelli
Dr. Anne M. Ice
Mr. & Mrs. Brian & 

Danielle Jankowski
Mr. & Mrs. Zoltan J. Janosi
Dr. Louise M. Jefferson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. 

Jessup
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard B. 

Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Johnston
Dr. Zema L. Jordan
Mr. Scott Jorgensen
Ms. Agatha P. Kalkanis
Mr. & Mrs. George 

Kalligeros
Mr. Daniel Kane & Ms. 

Karen McIntosh
Dr. & Mrs. Michael 

Kasotakis
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jay 

Kaufman
Mr. Daniel J. Kehoe
Ms. Lee Khachaturian
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Mr. Norbert Kidd
Mr. David Kinsella & Ms. 

Joyce Urba
Linda & Thomas Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 

Klemmer
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas N. 

Klimko
Mrs. Mary F. Knauer
Mr. Mario J. Kocaj
Ms. Mary Kramer
Mr. & Mrs. William Kroger
Eric Krukonis & Susan 

Murray
Mrs. Carolynne Kubert
Drs. R. & V. Kulbersh
Ms. Denise M. Kurowski
Mr. Albert J. Kurt
Mr. Joseph W. Labuta
Ms. Karen Ladd
Audrey Cho & Emmett Cho
Dr. Joseph Lapides & Ms. 

Arlene Gorelick
Mrs. Richard M. Larson
Drs. Ellen Lee & Michael 

Solomon
Suzanne Leich
Ms. Corrine Lemberg
Dr. & Mr. Corey Leon
Ms. Adrienne Leonard
Barbara Levin
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Levin
Mr. Norman Lewis
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Libcke
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. 

Lindgren
Ms. Susan I. Lindquist & 

Mr. Richard Sawdon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Linebaugh
Mrs. Mary Loria
Mr. & Mrs. John Lowe
Mr. Marcus Lozser
Dr. & Mrs. Sol Luft
Ms. Vera C. Magee
Dr. Shiva Maralani & Dr. 

Mark Herman
Mr. Matthew Mason & Ms. 

Renate Klass
Dr. & Mrs. David Massignan
Robert G. Matlack, Esq
Tom & Joan McDonald
Mrs. Carol A. McKenna
Dr. & Mrs. John McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. James McLennan
Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

McMechan
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Meer
James & Lisa Merte
Dr. Nicole Metcalfe
Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Michielutti
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Migdal
Mr. Anthony Mikoy
Ms. Anita L. Miller
Mr. John Mills
Dr. Anne Missavage & Mr. 

Robert Borcherding
Mr. & Mrs. Philip M. 

Mistretta
Ms. Barbara Mitchell
L.A. Monark
Ms. Wanda Montibeller, Ms. 

Loretta M. Skewes & Ms. 
Priscilla Gallinger

Dr. James L. Moseley

Germano & Ann Mularoni
Dr. G. Roy Musgrove
Mr. Michael Neuman
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore 

Niforos
Ms. Lois E. Norman
Mrs. Henrietta V. 

Nowakowski
Mr. Maury Okun & Ms. Tina 

Topalian
Dr. & Mrs. Giuseppe Paese
Ms. Janet Page
Mr. Randall Pappal
Ms. Margot Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Frank K. 

Penirian, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Pike
Jim & Sarah Piper
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Plunkett 

Jr
King Frank & Queen Carole
Professor David Potter
Crystal L. Powell, PHD
Mrs. Constantin Predeteanu
Mr. Steven Quinkert & Mr. 

Thomas P. Wilczak
Mrs. Alma Ramirez
Dr. Robin Jo Ramsay
Hope & Larry Raymond
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Reddy
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Redfield
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Riccardo
Ruta Ricci
Mrs. Miriam C. Richardson
Ms. Judith Riley
Mr. & Mrs. David Ripple
Mrs. M. Jane Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Roddy
Mr. James E. Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Rose
Ms. Martha Route & Mr. 

Charles W. Route
Mr. Daniel G. Rusecki
Charles & Adam Russman
Mr. Daniel Ruzycki
Mr. & Mrs. John Sanders, 

in memory of Lucie 
Meininger

Prof. & Mrs. Alvin 
Saperstein

Mr. William Sarver
Mr. & Mrs. Jon E. 

Sasinowski
Karen L. Saxton
Mr. Paul Scheele
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schiffer
Ms. Leigh Schultenover
Mr. & Mrs. Griffin Scillian
Mr. Julius Scott
Ms. Terry Seaver
William & Kristen Seikaly
Mr. & Mrs. Louis C. Seno, 

Jr.
Ms. Caroline Serfass & Mr. 

Paul Vandevert
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert 

Shanbaum
Suzanne Shank
Mrs. Marilyn Shapiro & Dr. 

Joseph Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick D. 

Sheehy
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. James Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. George Shirley

Dr. Jeffrey Shulak & Mrs. 
Annabel Cohen

Ms. Marci Shulman
Mr. Zon Shumway
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Siatczynski
Mr. Robert W. Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. William Sikora
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony R. 

Skwiers
Mr. James J. Slowik
Drs. Alton & Wontika Smith
Dr. Gino Sovran
Ms. Melanie Spangler
Dr. & Mrs. Henry H. 

Sprague
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore J. St. 

Antoine
Mrs. Sandra Stanley & Mr. 

Frederic Stanley
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Stillwagon
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Strayer
Ruth Ann & Daniel Stump
Dr. & Mrs. Choichi Sugawa
Clara & Federico Mariona
Mr. Robert Sweeten & Ms. 

Mary Margaret Sweeten
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Szatmari
Mr. Charles Tate
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Taylor
Dr. Amie Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Tenkel
Dr. & Mrs. Paul G. Thomas
Dr. Richard Thomas & Dr. 

June Thomas
Ms. Ruth P. Thrash
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tomboulian
Dr. Doris W.L. Tong & Dr. 

Teck Soo

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Trager
Dr. & Mrs. Rennard B. 

Tucker
Rosemary Tyler
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Ulrey
Dr. Vainutis K. Vaitkevicius
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin C. 

VanderBrug
Miss Lisa M. Varnier
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Ventimiglia
Dr. Carlos Villafane & Mrs. 

Claudia Civeriatti
Mr. & Mrs. William Waak
Dr. & Mrs. Creed Ward Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Leo S. 

Wasageshik
Ms. Kathryn Watterson
Dr. Alan & Mrs. Jean 

Weamer
Mr. Donald K. Wedding
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Weiermiller
Ms. Janet B. Weir
Mr. Craig Wellman
Prof. Michael Wellman
Mr. Paul Wemhoff
Mr. John F. Wertman
Mr. Richard Wilkes
LauRyn A. Williams
Dr. Nila Wilson
Ms. Kari Wilson
Christine Winder & Russell 

Chavey
Mrs. Sherene El-Ali Winkler
Mr. David D. Woodard
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. 

Woods
Mr. Thomas Woods
Charlie & Carolyn Wright
Dr. & Mrs. Jose E. Yanez
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas V. Yates

Christine Yulkowski
Mr. Joseph Zelnis
John & Rosalyn Zielke

MAJor GiFTS - DAnCE

$100,000
Maggie & Bob Allesee

$50,000
Mr. & Mrs. John Boll, Sr.

inDiviDUAl SUPPorT
— DAnCE PATronS

DirECTor
$5,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel

ConDUCTor
$2,500-$4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Anderson
Ms. Debra Bernstein-Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bingham
Dr. David DiChiera
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Frankel
Dr. Judie Goodman & Mr. 

Kurt R. Vilders

CHorEoGrAPHEr
$1,500-$2,499
Mr. Kevin Dennis &  

Mr. Jeremy Zeltzer
Ms  . Linda Dresner &  

Mr. Edward Levy, Jr. 
Barbara Frankel &  

Ron Michalak
Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Furgison
Mr. Lawrence Glowczewski
Mrs. William L. Kahn

THE 

GENERAL 

 

Donations starting at $2,000 

   JOIN  
MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE’S 

EXCLUSIVE GROUP OF OPERA LOVERS 

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
Benefits include: 
    Complimentary Valet Parking 
    Use of the Herman & Barbara Frankel
      GDC Lounge before performances &  
      during intermissions
    Priority Seating & Ticket Handling    
    Dress Rehearsal Parties
    Receptions & more 

Call 313. 237.3408  
for further information 



48 BRAVO www.MichiganOpera.org Detroit Opera House

Ms. Joan McKean
Dr. Ali Moiin & Dr. William 

Kupsky
Mrs. Florence Morris
Mr. Jonathan Orser
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Partrich
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner
Ms. Susan Sills-Levey
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert 

Silverman

PrEMiEr DAnCEr
$1,000-$1,499
Mrs. Irving Berg
Mrs. Betty V. Blazok
Mr. Lawrence John & Dr. 

Lilian Lai
Ms. Mary C. Mazure
Mr. Laurence N. Shear
Ms. Theresa Spear &  

Mr. Jeff Douma
Mr. & Mrs. Joel D. Tauber

SoloiST
$500-$999
Mr. & Mrs. James McIlhon
Mr. Richard A. Sonenklar & 

Mr. Gregory Haynes

rESTriCTED 
ConTriBUTionS

2011 opera Ball

$25,000 Platinum 
Sponsors
Joanne Danto & Dr. Arnold 

Weingarden
Karen & R. Jamison 

Williams

$10,000 Silver Sponsors
Mr. & Mrs. John Boll, Sr.
Ford Motor Company Fund
General Motors Foundation

$5,500 Table Sponsors
Debra Bernstein-Siegel
Boyle Burdett
Compuware Corporation 

(2)
Gail Danto & Arthur Roffey
Gretchen & Ethan Davidson
Barbara Frankel & Ron 

Michalak
Aviva & Dean Friedman/

Real Integrated
Nancy & Jim Griosfeld
Honigman Miller Schwartz 

Cohn LLP
Elanah & Rick Hunger
  and Joy & Allan Nachman
General Motors Corporation
Denise & Robert Lutz
Meritor
MHT Housing, Inc.
Northern Trust
Dr. Charlotte & Charles 

Podowski
Jennifer & Noah Shore
Anthony Soave

$2,500 Patron Sponsors
RoseAnn Comstock
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss
Ellen Kahn
Irene & Dr. Miguel  

Lis-Planells

Alphonse Lucarelli & 
Waltraud Prechter

Sally & Graham Orley
PVS Chemicals, Inc.
Sylvia Rosales-Fike & David 

Fike
John Solecki
Shelley & Joel Tauber
A. Alfred Taubman
Lorna Thomas, M.D.
University of Michigan, 

Office of Medical 
Development

  & Alumni Relations
World Heritage Foundation/

Prechter Family Fund

$2,000 next Generation 
Box Sponsors
The Ambassador Bridge/

Duty Free Shop
Good Girls Go to Paris 

Crepes
MGM Grand Detroit (2)    

$1,000 and above Donors
Mr. & Mrs. William Baer
Mr. & Mrs. Mandell L. 

Berman
Comerica Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ewing
Mr. & Mrs. Bharat Gandhi
Mr. & Mrs. Byron H. 

Gerson
Dr. Julie Henry-Kelly & Mr. 

John Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Jidov
Charles E. Letts, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Pehrson
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas 

Toppin
Mr. & Mrs. William 

Wetsman

MoT CHilDrEn’S 
CHorUS

$10,000+
Worthington Family 

Foundation

$1,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Eichenhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Israel
Bernard L. Maas Foundation
MGM Resorts Foundation
Lee & Maxine Peck 

Foundation

in TriBUTE
October 1 through 
December 31, 2012

in Honor of Dr. & Mrs. 
lucido Alcantara’s 50th 
wedding Anniversary
Dr. Lourdes Andaya

in Honor of Mr. John 
Balle’s Birthday
Dr. Lourdes Andaya

in Memory of Mrs. Sara 
Berman
Barbara Frankel & Ron 
Michalak

in Memory of The 
Honorable Gus Cifelli
Gladys Cifelli

in Memory of Mr. Felix 
Clancy
Dr. Lourdes Andaya
 
in Memory of Mr. Stephen 
Czeizler
Gladys Cifelli

in Honor of Mrs. Callie 
Gala
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Ram

in Memory of Mrs. Debby 
Kodidek
Gloria & Fred Clark

in Honor of Dr. william 
Kupsky
Mary Jane Deasy Kupsky
Barbara Martin

in Honor of Drs. william 
Kuspky’s& Ali Moiin’s 
50th & 60th Birthdays
Dr. Lourdes Andaya

in Honor of Mr. & Mrs. 
Manuel Moroun
Anonymous

in Honor of Mr. & Mrs. 
Matthew Moroun
Anonymous

in Memory of Mrs. Edith 
wasserman
Barbara Frankel 
Honigman Miller Schwartz 
& Cohn LLP

BrAvoBrAvo!
2012 Sponsors

$50,000 Presenting 
Sponsor
Fiat

$10,000 
Bank of America
MGM Grand Detroit
Quicken Loans

$3,500-$5,000
Great Lakes Beverage
Moroch Partners LP
Greektown Casino-Hotel

Cabana/Skybox Sponsors
$2,500
DTE Energy
Eclipse Creative
Micron Electric/Tooles
Politically Smart, LLC
Sanders Fine Chocolatiers

$1,000 - $2,000
Christol’s Bachelorette Party 
Lifting As We Climb 

Foundation
Marc Baker
Salon Bliss
Westin Book Cadillac 

Detroit

in-Kind Donors
$2 Car Wash
526 Main & Tequila Blue
Allegra Print & Imaging 

RenCen
Amy Kaminsky Productions
Angelina Italian Bistro
B-Flyy Creations
Big City Grill
Bookies Bar & Grill
Bourbon Steak
Building Service Specialists, 

Inc.
Canape Cart
Chair Covers and Linens
Cheli’s Chili
Colonial Event Rental
COLORS
Continental Catering & 

Events
Dale Morgan and Norm Silk
Detroit Beer Company
Detroit Seafood Market
Display Group
DJ Captn20
Extreme Valet LLC
FAWN
Fathead
Flower to Flour Bakery
Fountain Bistro at Campus 

Martius Park
Great Lakes Wine & Spirits
Greenbliss Design Center
Green Dot Stables
Hana Kil Staff Management
Ice Dreams Sculptures
Ignite
Indulge Fine Cakes & 

Pastries
Jared Sykes
John Arnold Quartet
Just Baked
Kirk Masters & Sons 

Jewelers
Lazybones Smokehouse
Levitation Staging
Lewis Hensley
Macho City DJs
The Majestic Café
Marilyn’s American Tavern
Mario’s
McDonald’s
The Melting Pot of Novi
MGM Catering and 

Banquets
Mrs. Tyler’s Full Service 

Caterer
The Night Move
Olmsted Associates
OPTICS
Opus One/Opus To Go
Paxahau
Plaka Grill
Saltwater
Sanders Fine Chocolatiers
Slows BarBQ
Small Plates Detroit
Source Audio Systems llc
Stacey “Hotwaxx” Hale
Sunday Dinner Company
The Gratitude Steel Band
Tha Boogie
Tongue Thai’d
Town Host Events by 

Crystal Gardens 
Tubby’s Grilled Submarines 

Union Street
U.S. Food Service
Vicente’s Cuban Cuisine
Zumba Mexican Grille

Media Partners
After 5 Detroit
Ambassador Magazine
Fox 2 Detroit 
Metromix.com
Metro Times
Real Detroit Weekly
WDET 101.9 FM
Yelp!

HAUnTED in THE 
HoUSE 2011

in-Kind Donors
1800 Tequila
42 Below
Amsterdam Vodka
Bacardi
Boston Tea Room
Corzo
Dewar’s
E & J Spirits
E & J Wines
Eskimo Jack’s
Extreme Valet
General Wine & Spirits
Kraken Black Spiced Rum
Lakeland Catering
Luxco Spirited Brands
Malibu Black
Pearl Vodka By Luxco 

Spirited Brands
Pinnacle Vodka
Proximo Spirits
Sander’s Fine Chocolatiers
Scheible Design
Shutter Booth
The Westin Book Cadillac 

Detroit
Three Olives
Tubby’s Southgate
Zumba Mexican Grille

Media Partners
93.9 The River
After5 
Metromix.com
Metro Times
Real Detroit

in-KinD DonorS

2011 opera Ball
Maggie & Bob Allesee
Dr. Lourdes Andaya
Lori & Jim Arpin
Marlene & John Boll, Sr.
Betty & Bill Brooks
Cadillac
Gloria & Fred Clark
Colonial Events
Crave Restaurant + Sushi 

Bar + Lounge
Dan Stall & The Auction 

Team
Joanne Danto & Arnie 

Weingarden
Maureen & Jerry D’Avanzo
Dodie & Larry David 
Michelle DeLand & Brent 

Kelso
Edmund T. AHEE Jewelry 

Co.
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Volunteers
Greetings from the MOT Volunteer Association (MOTVA)!

 Opera as an art form and Michigan Opera Theatre are very  
important to all of us. MOT productions are world class and the 
Detroit Opera House offers one of the most diverse opera and 
dance series in the country. These performances require the collab-
oration of many, especially those who help out behind the scenes.  
 Our key volunteer groups deserve special recognition: the hosts 
of our opening night dinners, cast parties and soirées; the committees that create 
our hallmark BravoBravo! event; our resident historians who conduct Opera House 
tours; our extraordinary corps of ushers; and our MOTVA Board members.
 To each of you who supports us through generous gifts of time and resources, 
our  most sincere thanks. If you are not yet a volunteer, please consider joining us.  
Along with all of the hard work, we have fun too! Volunteering is a great way to 
meet other interesting and involved people.  
 Your tax-deductible membership entitles you to participate in our individual 
volunteer groups.  For membership information please consult the MOTVA  
webpage at  www.michiganopera.org, or call Christina Wagner at (313) 237-3236.
 I hope that you enjoy the 2012–2013 season. We look forward to working  
with you and thank you for your interest and involvement in the Michigan Opera 
Theatre Volunteer Association.  

Terry Shea
President
MOTVA

MOTVA Executive Committee
Terry Shea, President
Nancy Moore, Secretary
Steven Marlette, Past President
Dodie David, Past President
Betty Brooks, Past President 
Gloria Clark, Past President
Gwen Bowlby, Treasurer

MOTVA Board of Directors  
and Committee Chairs
Dominic Arellano,  
 Young OperaHouse Council
Helen Arnoldi-Rowe, Divas/Divos
Kathie Booth, Ushers
Gloria Clark, Opera League
Dodie David, Opera League
Leo Dovelle, Boutique
Rosemary Gugino, Volunteer  
 Recognition
Don Jensen, Special Events and Soirees
Amy Jidov, Membership
Myrna Mazure, Operations
Cheryl McIlhon, Dance Council
Curtis Posuniak, Board Member

BravoBravo!  
2013 Co-Chairs
Jeanine Fields
Amy Kaminsky
Will Robinson

Soirée Hosts
Kay Albertie
Floy & Lee Barthel
Amy & Kent Jidov
Susan Boynton
Anne & John Roberts

2012 OPERAtors
Lee Barthel
Robert Bomier
Gwen Bowlby
Gloria Clark
Dodie David
Marianne Endicott
Barbara Frankel
Alan Israel
Amy Jidov 
Delphine Kerney
Kathleen Maher  
Steven Marlette
John Novak
Kathleen Plotzke
Anthony Ruda
Patricia A. Schultz

Elite Island Resorts
Fathead
Jennifer & David Fischer
Barbara Frankel & Ron Michalak
Lynn & Bharat Gandhi
General Motors
Good Girls Go To Paris Crepes
Heather Hamilton & Helen Millen
Elanah & Rick Hunger
Ice Dream Sculptures LLC
J. Alexander’s Restaurant
Jax Kar Wash
Ellen Kahn
Danialle & Peter Karmanos
Linda Dresner Levy & Edward Levy, Jr.
Lulu Lemon Athletica
Denise & Bob Lutz
Maalouf Salon
Nora & Mattie Moroun
Kevin McManamon
MGM Grand Detroit
Michigan Opera Theatre
Michigan Opera Theatre Chorus and 

Children’s Chorus
Monika Essen
Neiman Marcus
Dr. Juliette Okotie-Eboh
Opus One Restaurant/Jim Kokas
Mary & Charlie Parkhill
Charli & Chuck Podowski
Peter’s Palate Pleaser
Patti Rhodes-Prowse & Jim Prowse
Sanders Fine Chocolatiers
Kim & Don Schmidt
Ben Sharkey
Star Trax Event Productions
Shelley & Joel Tauber
The Detroit Tigers
The Sports Club of West Bloomfield
Stephani & David Yates
Mary Lou Zieve

2012 Golf outing
Allegra Print and Imaging — Detroit 

Renaissance Center
Cranbrook Art Museum
Cranbrook Institute of Science
Crave Restaurant + Sushi Bar + Lounge
Culinary Associates “A Taste of Excellence”
David & Elizabeth Runyon
Douglas J. Aveda Institute
Fathead
Harvey Yates - L.B. Office Products
Jeanne & Jack Bourget J & J Importers
King Par
Legends of Ice
Luigi Bruni Salon
Mel Lester
Michigan Opera Theatre
Mon Jin Lau
Spray Chic Airbrush Tanning
Vicente’s Cuban Cuisine
Western Golf & Country Club
Zumba Mexican Grille

Miscellaneous
Dodie David
Dr. David DiChiera
Haberman Fabrics
Leon & Lulu
Moffat McGuire, Inc.
Real Integrated
Sanders Fine Chocolatiers



PHOTOGRAPHY, RECORDING & 
COMMUNICATIONS DEVICES
Photography or recording during any 
performance is strictly prohibited. You are 
welcome to take photographs in the lobby 
before or after a performance and during 
intermission. As a courtesy to our guests, 
please switch all electronic devices to silent 
mode and refrain from using them during 
the performance.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
Doctors and parents are advised to leave 
their seat location (located on ticket) and our 
emergency number, (313) 237-3257, with 
the service or sitter in case of an emergency. 
Please observe the lighted exit signs located 
throughout the theater. In the event of fire 
or similar emergency, please remain calm 
and walk – do not run – to the nearest exit. 
Our ushers are trained to lead you out of the 
building safely. A trained Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) is onsite during most 
events. Please see an usher or staff member 
to contact the EMT. 

RESTROOMS
Ladies’ restrooms are located off the Ford 
Lobby (Broadway Street entrance), down the 
stairs; and on the third floor (Madison Street 
entrance) – press “3R” on the elevator to 
reach this facility. Gentlemen’s restrooms are 
located under the Grand Staircase and also 
on the third floor (Broadway Street side) – 
press “3” on the elevator to reach this facility. 
All third floor restrooms are wheelchair 
accessible. A unisex, wheelchair accessible 
restroom is located in the Cadillac Opera 
Café. 

NO SMOKING
The Detroit Opera House is a smoke-free 
facility. Ash receptacles are provided at the 
exterior of all entry doors for those who wish 
to smoke.  

USHERS
Ushers are stationed at the top of each aisle. If 
you have a question or concern, please inform 
an usher, who will contact management. If 
you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
usher, please call the usher hotline at (313) 
237-3253.

LATE SEATING
Latecomers will be seated only during an 
appropriate pause in the program. Late 
seating policies are at the discretion of the 
production, not Opera House management. 

LOST & FOUND
Lost and Found is located in the Safety and 
Security Department. Please see an usher if 
you have misplaced an article, or call (313) 
961-3500 if you have already left the theater. 
Items will be held in Lost and Found for 30 
days. 

PARKING
We encourage all our guests to take 
advantage of the Detroit Opera House 
Parking Center, located next to the Detroit 
Opera House. Pre-paid parking is available 
for all guests and can be purchased with 
tickets online or through the Detroit Opera 
House ticket office. This facility is reserved 
specifically for Detroit Opera House patrons 
during regularly scheduled performances. 
Entrances and exits are located on both John 
R. Street and Grand River Ave. Call (313) 
237-7464 for more information. 

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessible seating locations for patrons in 
wheelchairs are located in all price ranges 
on the orchestra level. When purchasing 
tickets, please ask about these locations if 
you require special accommodations. 
 Assisted Listening Devices are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Please see 
an usher to request this service, or visit the 
Guest Services desk located in the Vincent 
Lobby (Madison Street entrance). Although 
this is a complimentary service, we will hold 
a piece of personal identification while you 
are using the device. Please contact the ticket 
office at (313) 237-7464 should you desire 
special consideration. 

CHILDREN
Children are welcome; however, all guests 
are required to hold a ticket, regardless of age. 
In all cases, babes in arms are not permitted. 

SERVICES
Concessions stands are located on all levels. 
Please note that food and drinks are not 
permitted in the auditorium at any time. 
Coat Check is located at the Guest Services 
desk in the Vincent Lobby (Madison Street 
side). Please note that the Detroit Opera 
House does not accept responsibility for any 
personal articles that are not checked at the 
coat check.

CONCEALED WEAPONS
Be advised that, for purposes of Michigan 
Compiled Laws, Section 28.425o(1)(f), 
this is an entertainment facility which 
has a seating capacity of more than 2,500 
individuals. It is therefore against the law to 
carry a concealed pistol on the premises.  

RENTAL INFORMATION
The Detroit Opera House is available for rent 
by your organization. Please call (313) 961-
3500, and ask to speak with the Director of 
Booking & Events Management. 

TICKET INFORMATION
The Detroit Opera House ticket office hours 
are Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
On performance days hours are 10 a.m. 
through the first intermission of the 
performance, except weekends, when the 
ticket office will open two hours prior to 
curtain time. Tickets are available online 
at www.MichiganOpera.org. Tickets for all 
public events at the Detroit Opera House 
are also available through all TicketMaster 
outlets, by phone at (800) 745-3000, or at 
www.TicketMaster.com. 

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE TOURS
Come join the Opera House Ambassadors 
for a backstage tour of the Detroit Opera 
House! Learn about the history of the Opera 
House and its restoration, meet the people 
behind the scenes, tour the stage and see 
how it operates. Tours are $10 per person. 
For more information, please call (313) 237-
3425, or visit www.MichiganOpera.org. 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCIES................... (313) 237-3257
Michigan Opera Theatre ..... (313) 961-3500
General Information ............ (313) 961-3500
Lost and Found .................... (313) 961-3500
Ticket Office ............(313) 237-SING (7464)
Usher Hotline ....................... (313) 237-3253
Theater Rental Information ..313) 961-3500
Detroit Opera House Fax .... (313) 237-3412
Press and Public Relations .. (313) 237-3403
De troit Opera House  

Parking Center ................ (313) 965-4052
Website .................. www.MichiganOpera.org
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General Information



Prix Fixe Theater Menu  $35 
Available only Pre/Post Theatre 

 
First Course 

Signature Shrimp Bisque        Chef ’s Soup du Jour 
Caesar Salad       Organic Baby Greens 

 
Entree Course 

Baked Organic Orange Glazed Chicken 
White Garlic Polenta, Glazed Carrots, Organic  

Orange Marmalade 
Fresh Fish Entrée • changes nightly 

Pan-Roasted Tenderloin Tips over Exotic Mushroom &  
Asparagus Risotto 

Ricotta & Spinach-stuffed Shells in Creamy Tomato Broth 
 

Final Course 
May be enjoyed post-event. 

Housemade Ice Cream or Gelato       Chocolate Mousse 
 

Add Beverage Flight    $15/person 
Champagne Toast, Sommelier-selected Wine & Coffee,  

Cappuccino or Espresso 

g{x j{|àÇxç 

  TheWhitney.com            313-832-5700          4421 Woodward Ave, Detroit 

      Detroit’s most romantic restaurant now serving dinner seven nights a week 

“Best Pre and Post Theater Dinner Venue” Prix Fixe Theater Menu  $35 
Available only Pre/Post Theatre 

 
First Course 

Signature Shrimp Bisque        Chef ’s Soup du Jour 
Caesar Salad       Organic Baby Greens 

 
Entree Course 

Baked Organic Orange Glazed Chicken 
White Garlic Polenta, Glazed Carrots, Organic  

Orange Marmalade 
Fresh Fish Entrée • changes nightly 

Pan-Roasted Tenderloin Tips over Exotic Mushroom &  
Asparagus Risotto 

Ricotta & Spinach-stuffed Shells in Creamy Tomato Broth 
 

Final Course 
May be enjoyed post-event. 

Housemade Ice Cream or Gelato       Chocolate Mousse 
 

Add Beverage Flight    $15/person 
Champagne Toast, Sommelier-selected Wine & Coffee,  

Cappuccino or Espresso 

g{x j{|àÇxç 

  TheWhitney.com            313-832-5700          4421 Woodward Ave, Detroit 

      Detroit’s most romantic restaurant now serving dinner seven nights a week 

“Best Pre and Post Theater Dinner Venue” 




